
RSV
IN INFANTS AND YOUNG CHILDREN

Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) is a common 
respiratory virus that usually causes mild,  
cold-like symptoms. However, infants 6 months 
or younger can become very sick with RSV and 
may need to be hospitalized. 

PREGNANCY

PREGNANT PATIENTS
Parent 32–36 weeks pregnant during 

September through January.

Pre-made antibodies that circulate for several months.
Attack specific germs if exposed. Not the same as vaccines.

If the parent was not vaccinated 
during pregnancy.

Entering their second 
RSV season.

INFANTS (1ST SEASON) HIGH-RISK CHILDREN*
RSV VACCINE

6–8 MONTHS OLD

TEMPORARY PROTECTION

8–19 MONTHS OLD

MONOCLONAL ANTIBODIES 2ND DOSE ANTIBODY

*INFANTS AND CHILDREN 8–19 MONTHS OF AGE AT HIGH RISK OF SEVERE RSV DISEASE 
and entering their second RSV season,   regardless of prior RSV vaccination status or monoclonal 

antibody status, can get a dose of the monoclonal antibody.

58,000–80,000
U.S. CHILDREN HOSPITALIZED 

EACH YEAR

RSV spreads in the fall and winter and typically peaks in December or January.  
 TImeline recommendations below allow for flexibility depending on local epidemiology.

RSV VACCINE

Available for
pregnant patients

Available for eligible infants  
if the parent was not vaccinated during pregnancy

MONOCLONAL ANTIBODY

HIGHEST RISK GROUPS RECOMMENDED FOR A SECOND VACCINE INCLUDE:

Babies who were 
born premature

Children with  
chronic lung  

disease

Children with  
chronic heart  

disease

Children with  
neuromuscular 

disorders

American Indian 
and Alaska Native 

children

Children with  
weakened immune 

systems

TEMPORARY PROTECTION
Parent antibodies pass to the baby 

for protection.

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/infants-young-children.html
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/infants-young-children/
https://www.ama-assn.org/public-health/infectious-diseases/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-resources

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/infants-young-children.html
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/infants-young-children/
https://www.ama-assn.org/public-health/infectious-diseases/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-resources

