SUBJECT TO RESOLUTION COMMITTEE REVIEW
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolution: 217
(N-21)
Resident and Fellow Section

Subject:

Studying Physician Supervision of Allied Health Professionals Outside of
Their Fields of Graduate Medical Education

Referred to:

Reference Committee B
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Whereas, Advanced practice providers and allied health professionals are required under the
laws of many states to be supervised to some degree by a physician; and
Whereas, News reports and articles note instances of thoracic surgeons and obstetrician/
gynecologists supervising social workers in the provision of group therapy1 and plastic surgeons
supervising physician assistants who advertise themselves as “dermatologists”2; and
Whereas, Widely known anecdotal evidence suggests numerous advanced practice providers
practicing in various fields while being nominally supervised by physicians not trained in those
fields; and
Whereas, Physicians without appropriate training supervising advanced practice providers
outside of their expertise defeats the purpose of scope-of-practice laws and endangers patients;
therefore be it
RESOLVED, That our American Medical Association conduct a systematic study to collect and
analyze publicly available physician supervision data from all sources to determine how many
allied health professionals are being supervised by physicians in field which are not a core part
of those physicians’ completed residencies and fellowships. (Directive to Take Action)

R

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Introduced by:

Fiscal Note: Not yet determined
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AUTHORS STATEMENT OF PRIORITY

As allied health providers have gained temporary independence and increased credit for their
work during the pandemic, proactive AMA attention and adequate data regarding supervision
is needed to ensure that the supervision we are advocating for is indeed being provided and
being done so for the specialty and procedures the physician is qualified to perform and
oversee. The results of this study will be able to better inform our advocacy efforts and
identify areas where our advocacy is not aligning with the standards we are holding ourselves
to and will identify if we need to better regulate ourselves.
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Principles Guiding AMA Policy Regarding Supervision of Medical Care Delivered by
Advanced Practice Nurses in Integrated Practice H-360.987
Our AMA endorses the following principles: (1) Physicians must retain authority for patient care
in any team care arrangement, e.g., integrated practice, to assure patient safety and quality of
care. (2) Medical societies should work with legislatures and licensing boards to prevent dilution
of the authority of physicians to lead the health care team. (3) Exercising independent medical
judgment to select the drug of choice must continue to be the responsibility only of physicians.
(4) Physicians should recognize physician assistants and advanced practice nurses under
physician leadership, as effective physician extenders and valued members of the health care
team. (5) Physicians should encourage state medical and nursing boards to explore the
feasibility of working together to coordinate their regulatory initiatives and activities. (6)
Physicians must be responsible and have authority for initiating and implementing quality control
programs for nonphysicians delivering medical care in integrated practices.
Citation: BOT Rep. 23, A-96; Reaffirmation A-99; Reaffirmed: Res. 240, and Reaffirmation A-00;
Reaffirmed: CMS Rep. 6, A-10; Reaffirmed: BOT Rep. 9, I-11; Reaffirmation A-12; Reaffirmed:
BOT Rep. 16, A-13
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Practice Agreements Between Physicians and Advance Practice Nurses and the
Physician to Advance Practice Nurse Supervisory Ratio H-35.969
Our AMA will: (1) continue to work with the Federation in developing necessary state advocacy
resource tools to assist the Federation in: (a) addressing the development of practice
agreements between practicing physicians and advance practice nurses, and (b) responding to
or developing state legislation or regulations governing these practice agreements, and that the
AMA make these tools available on the AMA Advocacy Resource Center Web site; and (2)
support the development of methodologically valid research comparing physician-APRN
practice agreements and their respective effectiveness.
Citation: BOT Rep. 28, A-09; Reaffirmed: BOT Rep. 09, A-19
Physician Assistants and Nurse Practitioners H-160.947
Our AMA will develop a plan to assist the state and local medical societies in identifying and
lobbying against laws that allow advanced practice nurses to provide medical care without the
supervision of a physician. The suggested Guidelines for Physician/Physician Assistant Practice
are adopted to read as follows (these guidelines shall be used in their entirety):
(1) The physician is responsible for managing the health care of patients in all settings.
(2) Health care services delivered by physicians and physician assistants must be within the
scope of each practitioner's authorized practice, as defined by state law.
(3) The physician is ultimately responsible for coordinating and managing the care of patients
and, with the appropriate input of the physician assistant, ensuring the quality of health care
provided to patients.
(4) The physician is responsible for the supervision of the physician assistant in all settings.
(5) The role of the physician assistant in the delivery of care should be defined through mutually
agreed upon guidelines that are developed by the physician and the physician assistant and
based on the physician's delegatory style.
(6) The physician must be available for consultation with the physician assistant at all times,
either in person or through telecommunication systems or other means.
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(7) The extent of the involvement by the physician assistant in the assessment and
implementation of treatment will depend on the complexity and acuity of the patient's condition
and the training, experience, and preparation of the physician assistant, as adjudged by the
physician.
(8) Patients should be made clearly aware at all times whether they are being cared for by a
physician or a physician assistant.
(9) The physician and physician assistant together should review all delegated patient services
on a regular basis, as well as the mutually agreed upon guidelines for practice.
(10) The physician is responsible for clarifying and familiarizing the physician assistant with
his/her supervising methods and style of delegating patient care.
Citation: BOT Rep. 6, A-95; Reaffirmed: Res 240 and Reaffirmation A-00; Reaffirmed: Res. 213,
A-02; Modified: CLRPD Rep. 1, A-03; Reaffirmed: BOT Rep. 9, I-11; Reaffirmed: Joint CMECMS Rep., I-12; Reaffirmed: BOT Rep. 16, A-13
Regulation of Advanced Practice Nurses H-35.964
1. AMA policy is that advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) should be subject to the
jurisdiction of state medical licensing and regulatory boards for regulation of their performance
of medical acts.
2. Our AMA will develop model legislation to create a joint regulatory board composed of
members of boards of medicine and nursing, with authority over APRNs.
Citation: BOT Action in response to referred for decision Amendment B-3 to Res. 233 A-17
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Guidelines for Integrated Practice of Physician and Nurse Practitioner H-160.950
Our AMA endorses the following guidelines and recommends that these guidelines be
considered and quoted only in their entirety when referenced in any discussion of the roles and
responsibilities of nurse practitioners: (1) The physician is responsible for the supervision of
nurse practitioners and other advanced practice nurses in all settings.
(2) The physician is responsible for managing the health care of patients in all practice settings.
(3) Health care services delivered in an integrated practice must be within the scope of each
practitioner's professional license, as defined by state law.
(4) In an integrated practice with a nurse practitioner, the physician is responsible for
supervising and coordinating care and, with the appropriate input of the nurse practitioner,
ensuring the quality of health care provided to patients.
(5) The extent of involvement by the nurse practitioner in initial assessment, and implementation
of treatment will depend on the complexity and acuity of the patients' condition, as determined
by the supervising/collaborating physician.
(6) The role of the nurse practitioner in the delivery of care in an integrated practice should be
defined through mutually agreed upon written practice protocols, job descriptions, and written
contracts.
(7) These practice protocols should delineate the appropriate involvement of the two
professionals in the care of patients, based on the complexity and acuity of the patients'
condition.
(8) At least one physician in the integrated practice must be immediately available at all times
for supervision and consultation when needed by the nurse practitioner.
(9) Patients are to be made clearly aware at all times whether they are being cared for by a
physician or a nurse practitioner.
(10) In an integrated practice, there should be a professional and courteous relationship
between physician and nurse practitioner, with mutual acknowledgment of, and respect for each
other's contributions to patient care.
(11) Physicians and nurse practitioners should review and document, on a regular basis, the
care of all patients with whom the nurse practitioner is involved. Physicians and nurse
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practitioners must work closely enough together to become fully conversant with each other's
practice patterns.
Citation: CMS Rep. 15 - I-94; BOT Rep. 6, A-95; Reaffirmed: Res. 240, A-00; Reaffirmation A00; Reaffirmed: BOT Rep. 28, A-09; Reaffirmed: BOT Rep. 9, I-11; Reaffirmed: Joint CME-CMS
Rep., I-12; Reaffirmed: BOT Rep. 16, A-13
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Health Workforce H-200.994
The AMA endorses the following principle on health manpower: Both physicians and allied
health professionals have legal and ethical responsibilities for patient care, even though ultimate
responsibility for the individual patient's medical care rests with the physician. To assure quality
patient care, the medical profession and allied health professionals should have continuing
dialogue on patient care functions that may be delegated to allied health professionals
consistent with their education, experience and competency. Citation: (BOT Rep. C, I-81;
Reaffirmed: Sunset Report, I-98; Modified: CME Rep. 2, I-03; Reaffirmed: CME Rep. 2, A-13)
Health Care Quality Improvement Act of 1986 Amendments H-275.965
The AMA supports modification of the federal Health Care Quality Improvement Act in order to
provide immunity from federal antitrust liability to those medical staffs credentialing and
conducting good faith peer review for allied health professionals to the same extent that
immunity applies to credentialing of physicians and dentists.
Citation: (Res. 203, A-88; Reaffirmed: Sunset Report, I-98; Reaffirmation A-05; Reaffirmed: BOT
Rep. 10, A-15)The AMA supports modification of the federal Health Care Quality Improvement
Act in order to provide immunity from federal antitrust liability to those medical staffs
credentialing and conducting good faith peer review for allied health professionals to the same
extent that immunity applies to credentialing of physicians and dentists. Citation: (Res. 203, A88; Reaffirmed: Sunset Report, I-98; Reaffirmation A-05; Reaffirmed: BOT Rep. 10, A-15)
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Protecting Physician Led Health Care H-35.966
Our American Medical Association will continue to work with state and specialty medical
associations and other organizations to collect, analyze and disseminate data on the expanded
use of allied health professionals, and of the impact of this practice on healthcare access
(including in poor, underserved, and rural communities), quality, and cost in those states that
permit independent practice of allied health professionals as compared to those that do not.
This analysis should include consideration of practitioner settings and patient risk-adjustment.
Citation: Res. 238, A-15; Reaffirmed: BOT Rep. 20, A-17
Education Programs Offered to, for or by Allied Health Professionals Associated with a
Hospital H-35.978
The AMA encourages hospital medical staffs to have a process whereby physicians will have
input to and provide review of education programs provided by their hospital for the benefit of
allied health professionals working in that hospital, for the education of patients served by that
hospital, and for outpatient educational programs provided by that hospital. Citation: (BOT Rep.
B, A-93; Adopts Res. 317, A-92; Reaffirmed: CME Rep. 2, A-03; Reaffirmed: CME Rep. 2, A-13)

