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Issue brief: National Snapshot of Overdose Epidemic 
Updated November 2024 

The nation’s drug overdose and death epidemic has killed more than one million Americans in the past 25 years. 
The epidemic affects every state and continues to be driven by illicitly manufactured fentanyl, methamphetamine, 
and cocaine, often in combination or in adulterated forms. The AMA is thankful that the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention have reported a decrease in drug-related mortality in the United States. The AMA continues 
to urge policymakers’ action to increase access to evidence-based care for substance use disorders, pain and harm 
reduction measures. The research, news articles, state health department reports and other information below cite 
data from multiple and varied sources, including national, state and local public health agencies, law enforcement, 
emergency medical services, hospitals, treatment centers, and medical journals. Relevant AMA advocacy, 
resources and recommendations to end the epidemic also are below. 

• Recommendations from the AMA Substance Use and Pain Care Task Force and the 2023 AMA Overdose 
Epidemic national report highlight physicians’ actions and other steps that must be taken to have a meaningful 
impact on reducing drug-related mortality and improving patient outcomes.  

• Additional AMA resources include: 
o Issue Briefs from the AMA Advocacy Resource Center: Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder 

Parity Enforcement: What will it take for patients to receive the benefits of their premium dollars? and 
State Strategies to Improve Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Parity, which details 
enforcement actions in the states 

o AMA research collaboration with Manatt Health: Improving Access to Care for Pregnant and Postpartum 
People with Opioid Use Disorder: Recommendations for Policymakers  

o AMA-Manatt Health 2022 state policy toolkit provides more than 400 specific laws, regulations, policy 
guidance and other actions being implemented to help reduce mortality and improve outcomes.  

o The Fight to End the Nation’s Overdose Epidemic and Restore Compassionate Care: Profiles in 
Leadership profiles the work of more than 25 practicing physicians, policymakers, researchers and 
advocates working daily to reduce drug-related mortality and improve patient outcomes.  

o Dispelling Myths of Bystander Opioid Overdose is a new issue brief to provide relevant clinical 
information regarding bystander overdose as well as AMA policy regarding harm reduction initiatives. 

• The AMA continues to urge states, pharmacy chains, and payers to remove all reference to the 2016 U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention opioid prescribing guidelines and replace them with the updated 
CDC Clinical Practice Guideline for Prescribing Opioids for Pain—United States, 2022, which CDC said 
“updates and replaces” the 2016 guideline. Additional, constructive guidance is available in the newly updated 
Federation of State Medical Boards Strategies for Prescribing Opioids for the Management of Pain.  

• AMA Education on Substance Use Disorders and Addiction Education to meet new DEA Requirements of the 
MATE Act.  

See below for national news and other reports. State-by-state reports can be found here. 

For more information, please contact Daniel Blaney-Koen, JD, Senior Attorney, AMA Advocacy Resource Center, at 
daniel.blaney-koen@ama-assn.org.  

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/AMA-Substance-Use-and-Pain-Care-Task-Force-recommendations-for-microsite-FINAL-updated.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/23-894446-Advocacy-2023-overdose-report_FINAL.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/23-894446-Advocacy-2023-overdose-report_FINAL.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ARC-Issue-Brief-MH-SUD-parity-April-2024-FINAL.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ARC-Issue-Brief-MH-SUD-parity-April-2024-FINAL.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/ARC-Issue-Brief-State-Strategies-to-Improve-Mental-Health-and-Substance-Use-Disorder-Parity-Enforcement-Nov-2024.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/AMA-Manatt-2024-Improving-Access-to-Care-Pregnant-Parenting-People-with-SUD.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/AMA-Manatt-2024-Improving-Access-to-Care-Pregnant-Parenting-People-with-SUD.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/AMA-Manatt-Health-Toolkit-Resources-January-2022_f_FOR-WEB-FINAL.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AMA-State-Profiles_2022-12_d.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AMA-State-Profiles_2022-12_d.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ARC-issue-brief-fentanyl-and-bystander-overdose-April-2024-FINAL.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/rr/rr7103a1.htm
https://www.fsmb.org/siteassets/advocacy/policies/strategies-for-prescribing-opioids-for-the-management-of-pain.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/AMA-Manatt-2024-Improving-Access-to-Care-Pregnant-Parenting-People-with-SUD.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/overdose-epidemic/what-mate-act
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/issue-brief-state-snapshot-overdose-epidemic.pdf
mailto:daniel.blaney-koen@ama-assn.org
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National reports 

2024 

• Pregnant women and babies face 'terrifying' threat from xylazine addiction 
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/31/nx-s1-5163408/xylazine-pregnant-addiction-fetus October 31, 2024 

• Overdose deaths are rising among Black and Indigenous Americans 
https://stateline.org/2024/10/29/overdose-deaths-are-rising-among-black-and-indigenous-americans/ 
October 29, 2024  

• Fentanyl deaths in the U.S. have dropped faster than expected. https://www.npr.org/2024/10/17/nx-
s1-5155960/fentanyl-overdose-deaths-dropping-cdc-says October 17, 2024 

• Teens, Drugs, and Overdose: Contrasting Pre-Pandemic and Current Trends 
https://www.kff.org/mental-health/issue-brief/teens-drugs-and-overdose-contrasting-pre-pandemic-and-
current-trends/ October 15, 2024 

• Naloxone Access Laws and Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths in Youths 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2824897?resultClick=1 October 14, 2024 

• Association of Daily Doses of Buprenorphine With Urgent Health Care Utilization 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2824049?resultClick=1 September 

25, 2024 

• Opioid Deaths Fell in Mid-2023, But Progress Is Uneven and Future Trends are Uncertain 
https://www.kff.org/mental-health/issue-brief/opioid-deaths-fell-in-mid-2023-but-progress-is-uneven-and-
future-trends-are-uncertain/ September 23, 2024 

• Drug Overdose Deaths Are Dropping. The Reasons Are Not Perfectly Clear. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/21/us/politics/drug-overdose-deaths-decrease.html September 21, 
2024 

• States, hospital systems try less punitive drug testing of pregnant women and newborns 
https://stateline.org/2024/09/18/states-hospital-systems-try-less-punitive-drug-testing-of-pregnant-
women-and-newborns/ September 18, 2024 

• Medicare and Medicaid Enrollees in Many High-Need Areas May Lack Access to Medications for 

Opioid Use Disorder https://oig.hhs.gov/documents/evaluation/9999/OEI-BL-23-00160.pdf 
September 18, 2024 

• Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Take-Home Methadone Use for Medicare Beneficiaries With 
Opioid Use Disorder 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2823023?resultClick=1 August 30, 

2024 

• Pharmacy Naloxone Standing Order and Community Opioid Fatality Rates Over Time 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2822958?resultClick=1 August 29, 2024 

• Hundreds of thousands of parents died from drugs. Their kids need more help, advocates say. 
https://stateline.org/2024/08/14/hundreds-of-thousands-of-parents-died-from-drugs-their-kids-need-
more-help-advocates-say/ August 14, 2024 

• 2023 NSDUH Annual National Report https://www.samhsa.gov/data/report/2023-nsduh-annual-

national-report July 30, 2024 

• Opioid Overdose After Medication for Opioid Use Disorder Initiation Following Hospitalization or 
ED Visit https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2821275?resultClick=1 July 22, 
2024 

• Medicare Payment for Opioid Treatment Programs https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-
forum/fullarticle/2821203?resultClick=1 July 19, 2024 

• Stimulant users caught up in fatal 'fourth wave' of opioid epidemic 
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2024/07/09/nx-s1-5015243/stimulant-users-meth-
cocaine-coke-in-overdose-fourth-wave-opioid-epidemic July 9, 2024 

https://www.npr.org/2024/10/31/nx-s1-5163408/xylazine-pregnant-addiction-fetus
https://stateline.org/2024/10/29/overdose-deaths-are-rising-among-black-and-indigenous-americans/
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/17/nx-s1-5155960/fentanyl-overdose-deaths-dropping-cdc-says
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/17/nx-s1-5155960/fentanyl-overdose-deaths-dropping-cdc-says
https://www.kff.org/mental-health/issue-brief/teens-drugs-and-overdose-contrasting-pre-pandemic-and-current-trends/
https://www.kff.org/mental-health/issue-brief/teens-drugs-and-overdose-contrasting-pre-pandemic-and-current-trends/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2824897?resultClick=1
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2824049?resultClick=1
https://www.kff.org/mental-health/issue-brief/opioid-deaths-fell-in-mid-2023-but-progress-is-uneven-and-future-trends-are-uncertain/
https://www.kff.org/mental-health/issue-brief/opioid-deaths-fell-in-mid-2023-but-progress-is-uneven-and-future-trends-are-uncertain/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/21/us/politics/drug-overdose-deaths-decrease.html
https://stateline.org/2024/09/18/states-hospital-systems-try-less-punitive-drug-testing-of-pregnant-women-and-newborns/
https://stateline.org/2024/09/18/states-hospital-systems-try-less-punitive-drug-testing-of-pregnant-women-and-newborns/
https://oig.hhs.gov/documents/evaluation/9999/OEI-BL-23-00160.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2823023?resultClick=1
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2822958?resultClick=1
https://stateline.org/2024/08/14/hundreds-of-thousands-of-parents-died-from-drugs-their-kids-need-more-help-advocates-say/
https://stateline.org/2024/08/14/hundreds-of-thousands-of-parents-died-from-drugs-their-kids-need-more-help-advocates-say/
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/report/2023-nsduh-annual-national-report
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/report/2023-nsduh-annual-national-report
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2821275?resultClick=1
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2821203?resultClick=1
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2821203?resultClick=1
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2024/07/09/nx-s1-5015243/stimulant-users-meth-cocaine-coke-in-overdose-fourth-wave-opioid-epidemic
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2024/07/09/nx-s1-5015243/stimulant-users-meth-cocaine-coke-in-overdose-fourth-wave-opioid-epidemic
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• Supreme Court blocks Purdue Pharma opioid settlement, threatening billions of dollars for 
victims https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/supreme-court/supreme-court-blocks-purdue-pharma-opioid-
settlement-rcna139066 June 27, 2024 

• Overdose, Behavioral Health Services, and Medications for Opioid Use Disorder After a Nonfatal 
Overdose https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2820177?resultClick=1 
June 17, 2024 

• Trends in Naloxone Dispensing From Retail Pharmacies in the US 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2820014?resultClick=1 June 13, 2024 

• How Our Overdose Crisis Response Is Delayed At The Pharmacy. 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/our-overdose-crisis-response-delayed-pharmacy May 14, 
2024 

• National and regional trends in fentanyl seizures in the United States, 2017–2023 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0955395924001026?via%3Dihub May 13, 2024 

• AMA, ASAM, APhA, ASHP sign-on letter to the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, 
Department of Health and Human Services, Office of National Drug Control Policy and Substance 
Use and Mental Health Services Administration. https://searchlf.ama-
assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2Ffinder.z
ip%2Ffinder%2F2024-5-10-AMA-Sign-On-Letter-to-DEA-ASH-SAMHSA-ONDCP.pdf May 10, 2024 

• Mental Health Parity: Recent Ninth Circuit Ruling Bolsters MHPAEA and ERISA Protections, 
Clarifying Pleading Standards. https://natlawreview.com/article/mental-health-parity-recent-ninth-
circuit-ruling-bolsters-mhpaea-and-erisa May 7, 2024 

• State Leaders Agree Behavioral Health a Top Bipartisan Concern in 2024. 
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2024/04/29/state-leaders-agree-behavioral-
health-a-top-bipartisan-concern-in-2024 April 29, 2024 

• Strategies for Prescribing Opioids for the Management of Pain. Federation of State Medical 
Boards. https://www.fsmb.org/siteassets/advocacy/policies/strategies-for-prescribing-opioids-for-the-
management-of-pain.pdf April 2024 

• Say Hello to Your Addiction Risk Score—Courtesy of the Tech Industry. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/20/opinion/addiction-risk-score-avertd-narxcare.html April 24, 2024 

• Opioid Overdose Knowledge Among Adolescents and Young Adults. Research Letter. 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2817958 April 22, 2024 

• Behavioral Health Parity—Pervasive Disparities in Access to In-Network Care Continue. 
https://www.rti.org/publication/behavioral-health-parity-pervasive-disparities-access-network-care-
continue April 17, 2024 

• CMS Did Not Ensure That Selected States Compiled With Medicaid Managed Care Mental Health 
and Substance Use Disorder Parity Requirements. https://oig.hhs.gov/reports-and-publications/all-
reports-and-publications/cms-did-not-ensure-that-selected-states-complied-with-medicaid-managed-
care-mental-health-and-substance-use-disorder-parity-requirements/ March 28, 2024 

• States Seek Ways to Keep Veterans Out of the Criminal Justice System 
https://www.governing.com/policy/states-seek-ways-to-keep-veterans-out-of-the-criminal-justice-system 
March 26, 2024 

• Prison Buprenorphine Implementation and Postrelease Opioid Use Disorder Outcomes. 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2816405 March 18, 2024 

• Opioid Prescribing and Outcomes in Patients With Sickle Cell Disease Post-2016 CDC Guideline. 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2816063 March 11, 2024 

• Evidence-based, whole-person care for pregnant people who have opioid use disorder. 
https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/whole-person-care-pregnant-people-oud-pep23-02-01-
002.pdf March 2024  

• Stronger, longer, better opioid antagonists? Nalmafene is NOT a naloxone replacement. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395924000082 February 2024 

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/supreme-court/supreme-court-blocks-purdue-pharma-opioid-settlement-rcna139066
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/supreme-court/supreme-court-blocks-purdue-pharma-opioid-settlement-rcna139066
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2820177?resultClick=1
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2820014?resultClick=1
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/our-overdose-crisis-response-delayed-pharmacy
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0955395924001026?via%3Dihub
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2Ffinder.zip%2Ffinder%2F2024-5-10-AMA-Sign-On-Letter-to-DEA-ASH-SAMHSA-ONDCP.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2Ffinder.zip%2Ffinder%2F2024-5-10-AMA-Sign-On-Letter-to-DEA-ASH-SAMHSA-ONDCP.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2Ffinder.zip%2Ffinder%2F2024-5-10-AMA-Sign-On-Letter-to-DEA-ASH-SAMHSA-ONDCP.pdf
https://natlawreview.com/article/mental-health-parity-recent-ninth-circuit-ruling-bolsters-mhpaea-and-erisa
https://natlawreview.com/article/mental-health-parity-recent-ninth-circuit-ruling-bolsters-mhpaea-and-erisa
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2024/04/29/state-leaders-agree-behavioral-health-a-top-bipartisan-concern-in-2024
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2024/04/29/state-leaders-agree-behavioral-health-a-top-bipartisan-concern-in-2024
https://www.fsmb.org/siteassets/advocacy/policies/strategies-for-prescribing-opioids-for-the-management-of-pain.pdf
https://www.fsmb.org/siteassets/advocacy/policies/strategies-for-prescribing-opioids-for-the-management-of-pain.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/20/opinion/addiction-risk-score-avertd-narxcare.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2817958
https://www.rti.org/publication/behavioral-health-parity-pervasive-disparities-access-network-care-continue
https://www.rti.org/publication/behavioral-health-parity-pervasive-disparities-access-network-care-continue
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports-and-publications/all-reports-and-publications/cms-did-not-ensure-that-selected-states-complied-with-medicaid-managed-care-mental-health-and-substance-use-disorder-parity-requirements/
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports-and-publications/all-reports-and-publications/cms-did-not-ensure-that-selected-states-complied-with-medicaid-managed-care-mental-health-and-substance-use-disorder-parity-requirements/
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports-and-publications/all-reports-and-publications/cms-did-not-ensure-that-selected-states-complied-with-medicaid-managed-care-mental-health-and-substance-use-disorder-parity-requirements/
https://www.governing.com/policy/states-seek-ways-to-keep-veterans-out-of-the-criminal-justice-system
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2816405
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2816063
https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/whole-person-care-pregnant-people-oud-pep23-02-01-002.pdf
https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/whole-person-care-pregnant-people-oud-pep23-02-01-002.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395924000082
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• Law enforcement seizures of psilocybin mushrooms rose dramatically between 2017-2022 
https://nida.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/2024/02/law-enforcement-seizures-of-psilocybin-
mushrooms-rose-dramatically-between-2017-2022 February 6, 2024 

• Comparison of Administration of 8-Milligram and 4-Milligram Intranasal Naloxone by Law 
Enforcement During Response to Suspected Opioid Overdose—New York, March 2022-August 
2023. https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7305a4.htm February 8, 2024 

2023 

• Mental Health Parity Act: Recent Tenth Circuit Opinion Clarifies Pleading Elements Required 
Under Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act. https://natlawreview.com/article/mental-health-
parity-act-recent-tenth-circuit-opinion-clarifies-pleading-elements February 2, 2024 

• American Medical Association 2023 Overdose Epidemic Report. https://end-overdose-
epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/23-894446-Advocacy-2023-overdose-report_FINAL.pdf 
November 9, 2023 

• ASAM and AAAP Announce New Clinical Practice Guideline to Address Rising Stimulant Use 
Disorders. https://www.asam.org/news/detail/2023/11/07/asam-and-aaap-announce-new-clinical-
practice-guideline-to-address-rising-stimulant-use-disorders# November 7, 2023  

• What xylazine is, treatment options, and how the White House is responding with Rahul Gupta, 
MD. https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/overdose-epidemic/what-xylazine-treatment-options-and-
how-white-house-responding October 26, 2023 

• Indivior to pay $385 million to end final Suboxone monopoly lawsuits. 
https://www.reuters.com/legal/indivior-pay-385-mln-end-suboxone-monopoly-lawsuits-2023-10-23/ 
October 24, 2023 

• Feds Try to Head Of Growing Problem of Overdoses Among Expectant Mothers. 
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/mothers-moms-pregnancy-drugs-overdose-deaths-samhsa/ 
October 19, 2023 

• American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry comment letter on Mental Health Parity 
and Addiction Equity Act proposed rule. 
https://www.aacap.org/App_Themes/AACAP/Docs/Advocacy/regulatory_issues/2023/AACAP_Parity_Pr
oposed_Rule_Comments.pdf October 17, 2023 

• Understanding addiction and treating patients with substance use disorders with Bobby 
Mukkamala, MD. https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/overdose-epidemic/understanding-
addiction-and-treating-patients-substance-use October 16, 2023 

• Cases Involving Discrimination Based on Treatment with Medication for Opioid Use Disorder 
(MOUD). https://www.lac.org/assets/files/Cases-involving-denial-of-access-to-MOUD.pdf October 16, 
2023 

• One-Year Association of Drug Possession Law Change With Fatal Drug Overdose in Oregon and 
Washington. https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/article-abstract/2809867 September 27, 
2023 

• Officials Agree: Use Settlement Funds to Curb Youth Addiction. But the ‘How’ Gets Hairy. 
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/opioid-settlement-funds-addiction-prevention-dare-curriculum/ 
September 25, 2023 

• Buprenorphine Dose and Time to Discontinuation Among Patients With Opioid Use Disorder in 
the Era of Fentanyl. 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2809633?resultClick=3 September 18, 
2023 

• Charting the fourth wave: Geographic, temporal, race/ethnicity and demographic trends in 
polysubstance fentanyl overdose deaths in the United States, 2010-2021. 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/add.16318 September 13, 2023 (NPR story on the study 
here: https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2023/09/14/1199396794/fentanyl-mixed-with-cocaine-or-
meth-is-driving-the-4th-wave-of-the-overdose-cris)  

https://nida.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/2024/02/law-enforcement-seizures-of-psilocybin-mushrooms-rose-dramatically-between-2017-2022
https://nida.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/2024/02/law-enforcement-seizures-of-psilocybin-mushrooms-rose-dramatically-between-2017-2022
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7305a4.htm
https://natlawreview.com/article/mental-health-parity-act-recent-tenth-circuit-opinion-clarifies-pleading-elements
https://natlawreview.com/article/mental-health-parity-act-recent-tenth-circuit-opinion-clarifies-pleading-elements
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/23-894446-Advocacy-2023-overdose-report_FINAL.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/23-894446-Advocacy-2023-overdose-report_FINAL.pdf
https://www.asam.org/news/detail/2023/11/07/asam-and-aaap-announce-new-clinical-practice-guideline-to-address-rising-stimulant-use-disorders
https://www.asam.org/news/detail/2023/11/07/asam-and-aaap-announce-new-clinical-practice-guideline-to-address-rising-stimulant-use-disorders
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/overdose-epidemic/what-xylazine-treatment-options-and-how-white-house-responding
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/overdose-epidemic/what-xylazine-treatment-options-and-how-white-house-responding
https://www.reuters.com/legal/indivior-pay-385-mln-end-suboxone-monopoly-lawsuits-2023-10-23/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/mothers-moms-pregnancy-drugs-overdose-deaths-samhsa/
https://www.aacap.org/App_Themes/AACAP/Docs/Advocacy/regulatory_issues/2023/AACAP_Parity_Proposed_Rule_Comments.pdf
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https://www.lac.org/assets/files/Cases-involving-denial-of-access-to-MOUD.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/article-abstract/2809867
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/opioid-settlement-funds-addiction-prevention-dare-curriculum/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2809633?resultClick=3
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/add.16318
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• Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary Prevention of Substance Use Disorders through Sociological 
Strategies. https://nam.edu/primary-secondary-and-tertiary-prevention-of-substance-use-disorders-
through-socioecological-strategies/ September 6, 2023 

• Remedy Alliance For The People Annual Report 2023. 
https://cdr.lib.unc.edu/downloads/x346df49k?locale=en September 1, 2023 

• As more teens overdose on fentanyl, schools face a drug crisis unlike any other. 
https://www.nprillinois.org/2023-08-30/as-more-teens-overdose-on-fentanyl-schools-face-a-drug-crisis-
unlike-any-other August 30, 2023 

• Counterfeit pills involved in growing share of overdose deaths in the US, CDC study finds. 
https://us.cnn.com/2023/08/31/health/counterfeit-pills-overdose-deaths-report/index.html August 31, 
2023 

• Narcan Set To Become Available Over-The-Counter—Which Means Insurance May Not Cover It. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ariannajohnson/2023/08/31/narcan-set-to-become-available-over-the-
counter-which-means-insurance-may-not-cover-it/?sh=5d82e09573e3 August 31, 2023 

• Naloxone Use in Novel Potent Opioid and Fentanyl Overdoses in Emergency Department 
Patients. https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2808868 August 29, 2023 

• Kaiser Family Foundation Tracking Poll July 2023: Substance Use Crisis And Accessing 
Treatment. https://www.kff.org/other/poll-finding/kff-tracking-poll-july-2023-substance-use-crisis-and-
accessing-treatment/ August 15, 2023 

• MHPAEA Comparative Analysis Report to Congress. 
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/EBSA/laws-and-regulations/laws/mental-health-parity/report-to-
congress-2023-mhpaea-comparative-analysis.pdf July 2023 

• They Followed Doctors’ Orders. Then Their Children Were Taken Away. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/29/magazine/pregnant-women-medication-suboxonbabies.html June 
29, 2023 

• Opioid Crisis Drives Push to End Medicaid Treatment Exclusion. 
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/health-law-and-business/opioid-crisis-drives-push-to-end-medicaid-
treatment-exclusion June 21, 2023 

• Few Rehab Centers for Addicted Teens Offer Recommended Medicine, US Study Finds.  
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2023-06-13/few-rehab-centers-for-addicted-teens-
offer-recommended-medicine-us-study-finds June 13, 2023 (Full study available here: 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2805916)  

• Opinion: Addiction can be treated. Doctors need to learn how. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/06/13/doctors-medical-school-addiction-buprenorphine/ 
June 13, 2023 

• Abstinence not required: How a Baltimore drug treatment program prioritizes saving lives. 
https://apnews.com/article/baltimore-opioid-harm-reduction-suboxone-mobile-treatment-
d74e7b1452ebaf839871032ea2a73a5a June 11, 2023 

• Lifesaving fentanyl test strips still illegal in some states under ‘70s-era war on drugs law. 
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/alive-states-legalize-fentanyl-test-strips-combat-surging-99922442 
June 7, 2023 

• Overdoses and deaths related to substance use didn’t increase after a large-scale prison release, 
shows study. https://medicalxpress.com/news/2023-06-overdoses-deaths-substance-didnt-large-
scale.html June 2, 2023 (Full study here: https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-
forum/fullarticle/2805597)  

• Pharmacy Availability of Buprenorphine for Opioid Use Disorder Treatment in the US. Research 
Letter. https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2805329 May 26, 2023 

• NYU Langone to Study Ability of Overdose Prevention Centers to Counter Unprecedented 
Overdose Crisis. https://nyulangone.org/news/nyu-langone-study-ability-overdose-prevention-centers-
counter-unprecedented-overdose-crisis May 8, 2023 
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• Fentanyl overdose deaths surged 279% since 2016 while heroin deaths fell: CDC. 
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/fentanyl-overdose-deaths-surged-279-2016-heroin-
deaths/story?id=99008519 May 2, 2023 

• As fentanyl deaths rise, state legislatures resist ‘harm reduction’ method. 
https://www.npr.org/2023/05/02/1173516164/as-fentanyl-deaths-rise-state-legislatures-resist-harm-
reduction-method May 2, 2023 

• Estimates of Drug Overdose Deaths Involving Fentanyl, Methamphetamine, Cocaine, Heroin, and 
Oxycodone: United States. 2021. https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsrr/vsrr027.pdf May 2023 

• Artist’s death spotlights peril posed by xylazine-fentanyl mix. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2023/04/30/xylazine-fentanyl-overdose-deaths/ April 30, 2023 

• Experts slam plan to sell overdose antidote Narcan at about $50 a kit. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2023/04/20/narcan-price-over-the-counter/ April 20, 2023 

• Women less likely to seek substance use treatment due to stigma, logistics. 
https://www.psu.edu/news/social-science-research-institute/story/women-less-likely-seek-substance-
use-treatment-due-stigma/ April 12, 2023 

• SAMHSA/DEA Virtual Town Hall: Expanding Buprenorphine Access in Pharmacies to Treat 
Opioid Use Disorder. https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/virtual-town-hall-buprenorphine-
access-pharmacies.pdf March 29, 2023 

• FDA Approves First Over-the-Counter Naloxone Nasal Spray. https://www.fda.gov/news-
events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-over-counter-naloxone-nasal-spray March 29, 2023 

• Teen overdose deaths have doubled in three years. Blame fentanyl. 
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/3917058-teen-overdose-deaths-have-doubled-in-three-years-blame-
fentanyl/ March 26, 2023 

• CDC’s new opioid guidelines are too little, too late for chronic pain patients, experts say. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/cdcs-new-opioid-guidelines-little-late-chronic-pain-
patients-rcna74248 March 13, 2023 

• Opioid Settlement Hinders Patients’ Access to a Wide Array of Drugs. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/13/us/drug-limits-adhd-depression.html March 13, 2023 

• Young children are increasingly victims of opioid epidemic, study finds. 
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/08/health/infant-opioid-deaths/index.html March 8, 2023 

• Overdose Reversal Drug Availability Not Linked to Rise in Teen Heroin Use. 
https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/news/overdose-reversal-drug-availability-not-linked-rise-teen-
heroin-use-0  March 6, 2023 

• Legislative Analysis and Public Policy Association Model Substance Use During Pregnancy and 
Family Care Plans Act. http://legislativeanalysis.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Model-Substance-
Use-During-Pregnancy-and-Family-Care-Plans-Act.pdf March 2023  

• States, Cities Scramble to Combat Animal ‘Tranq’ in Street Drugs. 
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2023/02/08/states-cities-scramble-
to-combat-animal-tranq-in-street-drugs February 8, 2023 

• DEA-Registered Manufacture and Distributor Established Controlled Substance Quantitative 
Thresholds and the Requirement to Report Suspicious Orders. 
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/GDP/(DEA-DC-065)(EO-
DEA258)_Q_A_SOR_and_Thresholds_(Final).pdf January 20, 2023 

2022 

• Under new rules, methadone clinics can offer more take-home doses. Will they? 
https://www.statnews.com/2022/12/22/new-rules-methadone-clinics-take-home-doses/ December 22, 
2022 

• Drug Overdose Deaths Among Persons Aged 10-19 Years—United States, July 2019-December 
2021. https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7150a2.htm December 16, 2022 
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• These 8 states are doing the worst job of treating hepatitis C in prisons. 
https://www.statnews.com/2022/12/15/states-worst-job-treating-hepatitis-c-in-prisons/ December 15, 
2022 

• In rural America, deadly costs of opioids outweigh the dollars tagged to address them. 
https://www.kunc.org/health/2022-12-14/in-rural-america-deadly-costs-of-opioids-outweigh-the-dollars-
tagged-to-address-them December 14, 2022 

• Endocarditis in patients with cocaine or opioid use disorder saw marked increase between 2011 
to 2022. https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/endocarditis-patients-cocaine-or-opioid-use-
disorder-saw-marked-increase-between-2011-2022 December 13, 2022 

• U.S. opioid crackdown hampers some patients’ access to psychiatric drugs. 
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/us-opioid-crackdown-hits-some-patients-
access-psychiatric-drugs-2022-12-12/ December 12, 2022 

• Cause of death: Washington faltered as fentanyl gripped America. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2022/dea-fentanyl-failure/ December 12, 
2022 

• Teen cannabis abuse has increased 245% over 20 years, study finds. 
https://news.ohsu.edu/2022/12/07/teen-cannabis-abuse-has-increased-245-over-20-years-study-finds 
December 7, 2022 

• Drug overdose deaths during pregnancy and postpartum rose sharply in recent years, study 
shows. https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/06/health/pregnancy-drug-overdose-deaths-study/index.html 
December 6, 2022 (Study available at https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2799164)  

• Schools stockpile medication to combat rise in fentanyl overdoses. 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/schools-stockpile-medication-to-combat-rise-in-fentanyl-overdoses 
December 6, 2022 

• Patient-reported problems filling buprenorphine prescriptions and motivations for illicit use. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S277272462200066X?via%3Dihub December 2022  

• Fentanyl Overdose. JAMA Patient Page. https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2799344 
December 2, 2022 

• New research finds racial disparity in use and access to medications for opioid use disorder. 
https://www.rti.org/news/new-research-finds-racial-disparity-use-and-access-medications-opioid-use-
disorder November 29, 2022 

• Walmart agrees to $3.1 billion opioid settlement framework. 
https://www.cnn.com/2022/11/15/business/walmart-opioid-settlement November 15, 2022 

• Medication Treatment for Addiction Is Shorter for Black and Hispanic Patients, Study Finds. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/09/health/opioid-addiction-treatment-racial-disparities.html November 
9, 2022 

• How to Talk to Kids About Drugs in the Age of Fentanyl. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/08/opinion/fentanyl-teens.html November 8, 2022 

• CDC Releases New Opioid Guidelines: What to Know. https://www.healthline.com/health-news/cdc-
releases-new-opioid-guidelines-what-to-know November 8, 2022 

• FDA warns about the risk of xylazine exposure. November 8, 2022. 
https://www.fda.gov/media/162981/download  

• The other Supreme Court ruling with big repercussions for U.S. health care. 
https://www.scotusblog.com/2022/10/the-other-supreme-court-ruling-with-big-repercussions-for-u-s-
health-care/ October 24, 2022  

• ‘Imminent’ need for Narcan on campus: School safety leader says fentanyl threat is real, 
preparation is key. https://lookout.co/santacruz/civic-life/story/2022-09-29/fentanyl-crisis-imminent-
need-for-narcan-on-campus-school-safety-leader-says-fentanyl-threat-is-real-preparation-key 
September 29, 2022 

• The Persistent Criminalization of Pregnant People Who Use Drugs. 
https://www.networkforphl.org/news-insights/the-persistent-criminalization-of-pregnant-people-who-use-
drugs/ September 16, 2022 
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• Only 5% of Overdose Patients Tested for Fentanyl, #1 Killer of Americans 18-45. 
https://www.epicresearch.org/articles/only-5-of-overdose-patients-tested-for-fentanyl-1-killer-of-
americans-18-45 August 23, 2022 

• Out-of-Pocket Cost of Naloxone May Keep Many Uninsured from Using Lifesaving Treatment. 
https://www.rand.org/news/press/2022/08/19.html August 19, 2022 

• Mental Health Parity at a Crossroads. Kaiser Family Foundation. https://www.kff.org/private-
insurance/issue-brief/mental-health-parity-at-a-crossroads/ August 18, 2022 

• Methamphetamine, Opioid Co-Use Tied to More Nonfatal Overdoses. 
https://consumer.healthday.com/methamphetamine-opioid-co-use-tied-to-more-nonfatal-overdoses-
2657859492.html August 15, 2022 

• Meth use is driving overdose epidemic in rural America—not opioids. https://studyfinds.org/meth-
overdose-epidemic-rural/ August 15, 2022 

• Walmart has a new policy denying some telehealth prescriptions for controlled drugs. It’s 
implicating patients in recovery. https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/digital-health/new-policy-walmart-
denies-telehealth-prescriptions-without-person-visit August 9, 2022 

• Once feared, illicit fentanyl is now a drug of choice for many opioid users. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/feared-illicit-fentanyl-now-drug-choice-many-opioids-
users-rcna40418 August 7, 2022 

• Almost 90 Percent of People with Opioid Use Disorder Not Receiving Lifesaving Medication. 
https://nyulangone.org/news/almost-90-percent-people-opioid-use-disorder-not-receiving-lifesaving-
medication August 4, 2022 

• Telehealth treatment for addiction was a rare pandemic success. Why is it in jeopardy? 
https://www.grid.news/story/science/2022/07/29/telehealth-treatment-for-addiction-was-a-rare-pandemic-
success-why-is-it-in-jeopardy/ July 29, 2022 

• Study: Gabapentin-Related Overdose Deaths Increasing. Associated with Opioid Use. 
https://www.pharmacytimes.com/view/study-gabapentin-related-overdose-deaths-increasing-associated-
with-opioid-use July 21, 2022 

• To Save Lives, Prioritize Treatment For Opioid Use Disorder in Correctional Facilities. 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20220615.871779/ June 22, 2022 

• The college checklist: Bedding, reading lamp and fentanyl test strips? 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2022/06/09/fentanyl-strips-teens-college-overdose/ June 9, 
2022 

• Patients seek mental health care from their doctor but find health plans standing in the way. 
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20220608/Patients-seek-mental-health-care-from-their-doctor-but-
find-health-plans-standing-in-the-way.aspx June 8, 2022 

• Decreased Access to Buprenorphine Significantly Affects Minorities with OUD. 
https://www.hcplive.com/view/decreased-access-to-buprenorphine-significantly-affects-minorities-with-
oud June 1, 2022 

• Tribal leaders sound the alarm after fentanyl overdoses spike at Blackfeet Nation. 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/06/01/1101799174/tribal-leaders-sound-the-alarm-after-
fentanyl-overdoses-spike-at-blackfeet-natio June 1, 2022 

• Opioid abuse treatments don’t reach those most at risk. https://www.axios.com/2022/05/12/opioid-
abuse-treatments-overdose-deaths May 12, 2022 

• US overdose deaths hit record 107,000 last year, CDC says. https://apnews.com/article/overdose-
deaths-opioids-fentanyl-8cb302a70ddbb6a435f9e8fbb19f153b May 11, 2022 (AMA statement: 
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/press-releases/ama-statement-overdose-deaths-reaching-over-
100000-past-year)  

• America’s response to addiction relies on fixing this website. 
https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/11/health/national-addiction-treatment-locator-khn/index.html May 11, 
2022 
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• HHS needs to step up so CDC’s new guidelines won’t be a bridge to nowhere for most Americans 
living with chronic pain. https://www.statnews.com/2022/04/29/cdc-guidelines-bridge-to-nowhere-
chronic-pain-patients/ April 29, 2022 

• Drug overdose deaths are at a record high. Here’s what the White House plans to do. 
https://www.npr.org/2022/04/21/1093974276/drug-overdose-deaths-opioid-fentanyl April 21, 2022 

• Has the Pendulum Swung Too Far Against the Use of Opioids? 
https://www.managedhealthcareexecutive.com/view/the-time-is-now-for-laboratory-benefit-management 
April 20, 2022 

• Covid-19: US sees increase in sexually transmitted diseases and teen drug overdose deaths. 
https://www.bmj.com/content/377/bmj.o991 April 19, 2022 

• Treatment for opioid addiction often brings discrimination. 
https://www.wizmnews.com/2022/04/16/treatment-for-opioid-addiction-often-brings-discrimination/ April 
16, 2022 

• Teen drug overdose deaths rose sharply in 2020, driven by fentanyl-laced pills. 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/04/12/1092309418/teen-drug-overdose-deaths-rose-
sharply-in-2020-driven-by-fentanyl-laced-pills April 12, 2022 

• Trends in Drug Overdose Deaths Among US Adolescents, January 2010 to June 2021. 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2790949 April 12, 2022 

• Treatment for Opioid Addiction Often Brings Discrimination. https://www.usnews.com/news/health-
news/articles/2022-04-09/treatment-for-opioid-addiction-often-brings-discrimination April 9, 2022 

• US: Discrimination based on opioid treatment violates law. 
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/us-discrimination-based-opioid-treatment-violates-law-
83890876 April 5, 2022 

• Filling opioid prescriptions akin to a Sisyphean task. https://www.mdedge.com/hematology-
oncology/article/252575/opioid-resource-center/filling-opioid-prescriptions-akin March 8, 2022 

• What the Opioid Crisis Took From People in Pain. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/07/opinion/opioid-crisis-pain-victims.html March 7, 2022 

• We Need Better Conversations About Drug Use In The Black Community. 
https://www.essence.com/news/drug-use-euphoria-biden-administration/ February 23, 2022 

• Teenage Fentanyl Deaths Are Soaring, and Black Teens Are Hit Hardest. 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-02-11/teenage-fentanyl-deaths-are-soaring-and-black-
teens-are-hit-hardest February 11, 2022 

• Study shows that states need more naloxone. 
https://www.boston25news.com/news/massachusetts/study-shows-that-states-need-more-
naloxone/KRKTTO4Z5REFLJWJUI3FOHNGB4/ February 10, 2022 

• Overdose deaths cost US $1 trillion annually, bipartisan report finds. 
https://abcnews.go.com/amp/Politics/overdose-deaths-cost-us-trillion-annually-bipartisan-
report/story?id=82726941 February 8, 2022 

• Overdose Deaths Caused by Opioids in Combination with Stimulants Hit Black Communities 
Hardest. https://nyulangone.org/news/overdose-deaths-caused-opioids-combination-stimulants-hit-
black-communities-hardest February 8, 2022 

• Suicides by drug overdose increased among young people, elderly people, and Black women, 
despite overall downward trend. https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/suicides-drug-
overdose-increased-among-young-people-elderly-people-black-women-despite-overall-downward-tren 
February 7, 2022 

• Economic Toll Of Opioid Epidemic: $1.3 Trillion A Year. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/katiejennings/2022/02/04/economic-toll-of-opioid-epidemic-13-trillion-a-
year/?sh=43bdf2f62792 February 4, 2022 

• Surging Racial Disparities in the U.S. Overdose Crisis. 
https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.ajp.2021.21040381 February 2, 2022 
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• The fight to legalize life-saving fentanyl test strips in Southern states. 
http://www.louisianaweekly.com/the-fight-to-legalize-life-saving-fentanyl-test-strips-in-southern-states/ 
January 31, 2022 

• Overdose deaths hit a historic high in 2020. Frustrated experts say these strategies could save 
lives. https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/overdose-deaths-hit-a-historic-high-in-2020-frustrated-
experts-say-these-strategies-could-save-lives January 13, 2022 

• The future of Overdose Prevention Centers—With two U.S. centers now open, will the Biden 
administration intervene or look away? https://www.medpagetoday.com/psychiatry/addictions/96468 
January 1, 2022 

• Making Addiction Treatment More Realistic And Pragmatic: The Perfect Should Not Be The 
Enemy Of The Good. https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20211221.691862 January 3, 
2022 

2021 

• To save lives, overdose antidote should be sold over-the-counter, advocates argue. 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/12/14/1063865914/to-save-lives-overdose-antidote-
should-be-sold-over-the-counter-advocates-argue December 14, 2021 

• Fed up with baby steps amid ‘tsunami of overdose death’. 
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2021/11/mgh-expert-responds-to-100000-overdose-deaths/ 
November 29, 2021 

• Buprenorphine Misuse: What’s the Reality? https://www.medpagetoday.com/opinion/second-
opinions/95753?xid=nl_secondopinion_2021-11-21&eun=g1622575d0r November 18, 2021 

• Opinion: U.S. overdose deaths are soaring. Biden’s new plan could help ease the crisis. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/11/09/us-overdose-deaths-are-soaring-bidens-new-
plan-could-help-ease-crisis/ November 9, 2021 

• As overdose deaths soar, DEA-wary pharmacies shy from dispensing addiction medication. 
https://www.healthleadersmedia.com/clinical-care/overdose-deaths-soar-dea-wary-pharmacies-shy-
dispensing-addiction-medication November 9, 2021 

• The Biden team is scrambling to slow a crushing wave of drug overdose deaths. 
https://www.npr.org/2021/10/27/1049245787/biden-hhs-tackle-drug-overdose-deaths October 27, 2021 

• Overdose deaths are so high that the Biden team is embracing ideas once seen as taboo. 
https://www.npr.org/2021/10/27/1049245787/biden-hhs-tackle-drug-overdose-deaths October 27, 2021 

• US Overdose Deaths Surge to an All-Time High. https://news.wttw.com/2021/10/25/us-overdose-
deaths-surge-all-time-high October 25, 2021 

• The U.S. Fentanyl Crisis: What to Know. https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/us-fentanyl-crisis-what-know 
October 20, 2021 

• Price for drug that reverses opioid overdoses soars amid record deaths. 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/oct/19/naloxone-price-soars-opioid-overdoses October 19, 
2021 

• Fentanyl is one reason why the U.S. drug addiction crisis is roaring back. 
https://www.npr.org/2021/10/19/1047223109/fentanyl-is-one-reason-why-the-u-s-drug-addiction-crisis-is-
roaring-back October 19, 2021 

• Xylazine, an Emerging Adulterant. https://www.acep.org/tacticalem/newsroom/oct-2021/xylazine-an-
emerging-adulterant/ October 18, 2021 

• Drug users face obstacles and mistrust when it comes to getting COVID vaccine. 
https://www.npr.org/2021/10/03/1042802584/drug-users-face-obstacles-and-mistrust-when-it-comes-to-
getting-covid-vaccine October 3, 2021 

• DEA Safety Alert: Sharp Increase in Fake Prescription Pills Containing Fentanyl and Meth. DEA 
Warns that International and Domestic Criminal Drug Networks are Flooding the United States 
with Lethal Counterfeit Pills. https://www.dea.gov/alert/sharp-increase-fake-prescription-pills-
containing-fentanyl-and-meth September 27, 2021 
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• Black Opioid Deaths Increase Faster Than Whites, Spurring Calls For Treatment Equity. 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/09/10/1035445899/black-opioid-overdose-deaths-
increasing-faster-than-whites-study-finds September 10, 2021 

• Pregnant and Postpartum People Continue to Encounter Barriers to Opioid Use Disorder 
Treatment. https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2021/09/09/pregnant-and-
postpartum-people-continue-to-encounter-barriers-to-opioid-use-disorder-treatment September 9, 2021 

• AMA statement on International Overdose Awareness Day. https://www.ama-assn.org/press-
center/ama-statements/ama-statement-international-overdose-awareness-day August 31, 2021 

• The High Price of the Opioid Crisis, 2021. https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/data-
visualizations/2021/the-high-price-of-the-opioid-crisis-2021 August 27, 2021 

• Patients on high doses of opioid analgesics risk overdose when tapering study finds. 
https://www.pharmacist.com/Pharmacy-News/patients-on-high-doses-of-opioid-analgesics-risk-
overdose-when-tapering-study-finds August 26, 2021 

• As opioid epidemic rages, an overdose antidote is in short supply; Pfizer says manufacturing 
issue led to problems producing injectable Narcan. 
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/08/02/metro/opioid-epidemic-rages-an-overdose-antitode-is-short-
supply-ri/ August 2, 2021 

• How drug warriors made the ‘opioid epidemic’ deadlier. 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/columnists/2021/7/28/22597967/opioid-epidemic-pain-management-war-
drugs-jacob-sullum July 28, 2021 

• How can the U.S. reduce drug overdose deaths? A wide range of ideas awaits Biden. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/biden-opioid-overdose-deaths/2021/07/17/0af03c3e-e63e-11eb-
8aa5-5662858b696e_story.html July 19, 2021 

• Drug overdose deaths in 2020 hit highest number ever recorded, CDC data shows. 
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/14/health/drug-overdose-deaths-2020/index.html July 17, 2021 

• Overdose Deaths in State Prisons Have Jumped Dramatically Since 2001. 
https://www.npr.org/2021/07/15/1015447281/overdose-deaths-state-prisons-increase July 15, 2021 

• In pandemic, drug overdose deaths soar among Black Americans. 
https://apnews.com/article/george-floyd-michael-brown-pandemics-coronavirus-pandemic-race-and-
ethnicity-ea94f4021018bfc7bc88e7b494c8665e June 24, 2021 

• The Opioid Crackdown is Hurting People in Pain. https://washingtonmonthly.com/2021/06/15/the-
opioid-crackdown-is-hurting-people-in-pain/ June 15, 2021 

• Opinion. If Lawmakers Really Want to “Follow the Science” They Will Repeal Codified Opioid 
Guidelines. https://www.cato.org/blog/lawmakers-really-want-follow-science-they-will-repeal-codified-
opioid-guidelines May 24, 2021 

• Chronic pain can be burdensome. Isolation during the pandemic can make it worse. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/chronic-pain-pandemic-isolation/2021/05/07/9e0c7112-addc-
11eb-b476-c3b287e52a01_story.html May 9, 2021 

• Study: 1 in 5 Pharmacies Blocks Access to Addiction Treatment Buprenorphine. 
https://www.pharmacytimes.com/view/study-1-in-5-pharmacies-blocks-access-to-addiction-treatment-
buprenorphine May 3, 2021 

• One in five pharmacies blocks access to key medication to treat addiction. 
https://news.ohsu.edu/2021/04/26/one-in-five-pharmacies-blocks-access-to-key-medication-to-treat-
addiction April 26, 2021 

• Overdose Deaths Surged in Pandemic, As More Drugs Were Laced With Fentanyl. 
https://www.delawarepublic.org/post/overdose-deaths-surged-pandemic-more-drugs-were-laced-
fentanyl April 22, 2021 

• The Health 202: Overdose deaths may have topped 90,000 in 2020. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/04/07/health-202-overdose-deaths-may-have-topped-
90000-2020/ April 7, 2021 
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• The Spike in Drug Overdose Deaths During the COVID-19 Pandemic and Policy Options to Move 
Forward. https://www.commonwealthfund.org/blog/2021/spike-drug-overdose-deaths-during-covid-19-
pandemic-and-policy-options-move-forward March 25, 2021 

• Latinos grapple with opioid overdose rise as pandemic triggers surge in U.S. use. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/latinos-grapple-opioid-overdose-rise-covid-pandemic-triggers-
surge-us-rcna415 March 17, 2021 

• House reshapes approach to mental health and addiction. 
https://www.rollcall.com/2021/03/16/house-reshapes-approach-to-mental-health-and-addiction/ March 
16, 2021 

• In Birth and Death, Opioid Crisis to Leave Mark Long After Covid. 
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/health-law-and-business/in-birth-and-death-opioid-crisis-to-leave-mark-
long-after-covid February 25, 2021 

• As the pandemic ushered in isolation and financial hardship, overdose deaths reached new 
heights. https://www.statnews.com/2021/02/16/as-pandemic-ushered-in-isolation-financial-hardship-
overdose-deaths-reached-new-heights/ February 16, 2021 

• As Addiction Deaths Surge, Profit-Driven Rehab Industry Faces ‘Severe Ethical Crisis’ 
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/15/963700736/as-addiction-deaths-surge-profit-driven-rehab-industry-
faces-severe-ethical-cris February 15, 2021 

• As Overdose Deaths Surge, White House Takes Steps To Build Drug Policy Team. 
https://www.npr.org/sections/president-biden-takes-office/2021/02/03/963732520/as-overdose-deaths-
surge-white-house-takes-steps-to-build-drug-policy-team February 3, 2021 

• 81,230 overdoses set record for such deaths in a 12-month period, CDC says. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/81230-overdoses-set-record-for-such-deaths-in-a-12-month-
period-cdc-says/2021/01/22/a8b29e7a-5c06-11eb-a976-bad6431e03e2_story.html January 25, 2021 

2020 

• Thousands of Northwest residents are unexpectedly dying from causes other than COVID-19. 
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/11/25/covid-19-oregon-washington-idaho-excess-deaths/ December 4, 
2020 

• Overdose-Related Cardiac Arrests Observed by Emergency Medical Services During the US 
COVID-19 Epidemic. 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/fullarticle/10.1001/jamapsychiatry.2020.4218 
December 3, 2020 

• “The stakes are life and death”: Addiction treatment’s Covid-19 challenge. 
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/21575602/addiction-treatment-covid-19-coronavirus-opioid-epidemic 
December 1, 2020 

• Street Fentanyl Surges in Western U.S., Leading To Thousands of Deaths. 
https://www.nprillinois.org/post/street-fentanyl-surges-western-us-leading-thousands-deaths#stream/0 
November 17, 2020 

• Overdose deaths appear to rise amid coronavirus pandemic in U.S. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/overdose-deaths-appear-rise-amid-coronavirus-
pandemic-u-s-n1244024 October 20, 2020 

• The opioid crisis didn’t disappear amid the pandemic. It still calls for urgent action. Editorial. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-opioid-crisis-didnt-disappear-amid-the-pandemic-it-still-
calls-for-urgent-action/2020/10/16/7df74fd0-0d7f-11eb-b1e8-16b59b92b36d_story.html October 16, 
2020  

• Drug overdose deaths on pace for record year during coronavirus pandemic, CDC says. 
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/coronavirus/article246469555.html October 15, 2020 

• Opioid Deaths: America’s Other Fatal Health Crisis Hasn’t Gone Away. 
https://www.usnews.com/news/healthiest-communities/articles/2020-10-14/opioid-deaths-americas-
other-fatal-health-crisis-continues-during-covid-19 October 14, 2020 
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• Sharp Rise In Drug Overdose Deaths Seen During 1st Few Months Of Pandemic. 
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/10/14/923721544/sharp-rise-in-drug-
overdose-deaths-seen-during-1st-few-months-of-pandemic October 14, 2020 

• The Opioid Crisis, Already Serious, Has Intensified During Coronavirus Pandemic. 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-opioid-crisis-already-serious-has-intensified-during-coronavirus-
pandemic-11599557401 September 8, 2020 

• Opioid overdoses on the rise during COVID-19 pandemic, despite telemedicine care. 
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/opioid-overdoses-rise-covid-19-pandemic-telemedicine-
care/story?id=72442735 August 24, 2020 

• U.S. Sees Deadly Drug Overdose Spike During Pandemic. https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-
live-updates/2020/08/13/901627189/u-s-sees-deadly-drug-overdose-spike-during-pandemic August 13, 
2020 

• As overdoses rise during pandemic, 2 moms share their stories of loss. 
https://www.today.com/health/overdoses-rise-during-coronavirus-pandemic-moms-speak-out-t188420 
August 5, 2020 

• AMA Urges Changes After Dramatic Increase in Illicit Opioid Fatalities. 
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/934548 July 24, 2020 

• Drug overdose deaths jump in 2019 to nearly 71,000, a record high, CDC says. 
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/15/health/drug-overdose-deaths-2019/index.html July 16, 2020 

• 'Opioid overdoses are skyrocketing': as Covid-19 sweeps across US an old epidemic returns. 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jul/09/coronavirus-pandemic-us-opioids-crisis July 9, 2020 

• High Rate of Stimulant Use in Opioid ED Cases. https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/933527 July 
7, 2020 

• Coronavirus Crisis Disrupts Treatment For Another Epidemic: Addiction. 
https://khn.org/news/coronavirus-crisis-disrupts-treatment-for-another-epidemic-
addiction/?utm_source=National+Conference+of+State+Legislatures&utm_campaign=e7504bd7d3-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_07_07_03_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1716623089-e7504bd7d3-
377887712  July 6, 2020  

• ‘Cries for help’: Drug overdoses are soaring during the coronavirus pandemic. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/07/01/coronavirus-drug-overdose/ July 1, 2020 

• Expanded Telehealth Helps Communities Address Opioid Use Disorder During Pandemic; 
Practitioners see benefits for patients and providers, especially in rural areas.* 
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2020/07/01/expanded-telehealth-helps-
communities-address-opioid-use-disorder-during-pandemic July 1, 2020 

• Pandemic unleashes a spike in overdose deaths. 
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2020/06/pandemic-unleashes-a-spike-in-overdose-deaths-
1959428?source=email June 29, 2020 

• Despite the Challenges, We Must Fight Harder to Address the Nation’s Opioid Epidemic; Patrice 
A. Harris, MD. https://morningconsult.com/opinions/despite-the-challenges-we-must-fight-harder-to-
address-the-nations-opioid-epidemic/ June 17, 2020 

• A New Addiction Crisis: Treatment Centers Face Financial Collapse. 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/06/15/865006675/a-new-addiction-crisis-treatment-
centers-face-financial-collapse June 15, 2020 

• Substance use up amid pandemic: survey. https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/501923-substance-
use-up-amid-pandemic-survey June 9, 2020 

• The Escalation of the Opioid Epidemic Due to COVID-19 and Resulting Lessons About Treatment 
Alternatives. https://www.ajmc.com/journals/issue/2020/2020-vol26-n7/the-escalation-of-the-opioid-
epidemic-due-to-covid19-and-resulting-lessons-about-treatment-alternatives July 2020 

• Drug overdoses climb during COVID-19 pandemic; Officials nationwide report spikes less than a 
year after the Trump administration touted progress in battling the crisis. 
https://www.rollcall.com/2020/05/27/drug-overdoses-climb-during-covid-19-pandemic/ May 27, 2020 
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• The pandemic is triggering opioid relapses across Appalachia. 
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/14/health/opioids-addiction-appalachia-coronavirus-trnd/index.html May 
14, 2020 

• Don’t Forget the Other Pandemic Killing Thousands of Americans. 
https://www.thedailybeast.com/opioid-deaths-surge-during-coronavirus-in-americas-overdose-capitals 
May 4, 2020 

• The pandemic may fuel the next wave of the opioid crisis. 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/04/coronavirus-pandemic-may-fuel-the-next-wave-of-
the-opioid-crisis/ April 21, 2020 
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