
Sample letter for lack of recognition of CPT modifier 59 
[Date] 

Attn:__________________
Provider Appeals Department 

[Address] 

[City, State, ZIP Code] 

Re: Claim adjudication, lack of recognition of CPT modifier 59 

Insured/Plan Member:_____________________
Health Insurer Identification Number:_____________
Group Number:____________
Patient Name:____________
Claim Number:____________
Claim Date:___________
Dear [Health insurer]: 

The following information is being provided to clarify our use of the CPT modifier 59 reported with [procedure name] CPT [code] to indicate that the services are not typically performed together and warrant separate reimbursement. 

The CPT modifier 59 was developed by the American Medical Association explicitly for the purpose of identifying services not typically performed together. According to CPT codes, guidelines and conventions, CPT modifier 59 is appended to indicate that under certain circumstances the physician may need to indicate that a procedure or service was distinct or independent from other services performed on the same day. According to the CPT Book, “Modifier 59 is used to identify procedures/services that are not normally reported together, but are appropriate under these circumstances.” [reason procedure or service was performed.] 

The appropriateness of appending modifier 59 on CPT [procedure code] is clearly documented within the patient’s chart (attached) and should be recognized by [health insurer]. 

Based on the circumstances of this case, we are requesting that CPT code [code] be considered for separate reimbursement and not bundled under payment for the procedure. Please forward this information to your medical review staff for an independent determination to prevent a computer generated denial based on coding edit software that commonly occurs with CPT modifier 59 claims. 

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact [contact name] at [telephone number] in our office should you have any questions regarding this claim. 

Sincerely, 

[Physician] 
       Or

[Practice Manager]

These tools do not provide legal advice. Consultation with legal counsel may be appropriate to help identify and pursue claims that should be appealed. Visit the American Medical Association (AMA) Administrative Simplification Initiatives website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ama-assn.org/go/asi" �www.ama-assn.org/go/asi�  for additional information.
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