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AMA advocacy to improve maternal health 
2018-2022 
 

2022 

• AMA supported S. 198, the Data Mapping to Save Moms’ Lives Act, which was signed into law in Dec. 2022. 

• The AMA sent a letter commenting on questions posed by the Healthy Future Task Force Security 
Subcommittee. Part of the letter touches on the importance of increasing maternal health. 

• The AMA signed onto a letter to members of Congress urging the highest possible funding level in fiscal 
year 2023 for federal programs at HRSA, CDC and NIH to improve maternal health and eliminate inequities 
in maternal health outcomes. 

• The AMA signed onto a letter urging Congress to direct $20M to the Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention (CDC) Hospitals Promoting Breastfeeding line item in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Labor, Health 
and Human Services, and Related Agencies appropriations bill, $10.5M above the President's budget level 
and $10.25M above the FY 2022 level. 

• The AMA sent a letter concerning the Hospital Inpatient Prospective Payment Systems (IPPS) Rule. A large 
portion of the letter focused on maternal health including, but not limited to, maternal health equity issues, 
the “birthing friendly” designation and Conditions of Participation for labor and delivery. 

• The AMA sent a letter urging the CDC to better support maternal and child health as it considers revisions to 
its 2016 opioid prescribing guideline.  

• The AMA and Manatt Health released a state toolkit to End the Nation’s Drug Overdose Epidemic. 
The toolkit provides recommendations across several domains, including that “States should provide 
evidence-based medical care to incarcerated populations, including continuing, initiating and ensuring 
access to MOUD. States should remove criminal and other penalties for pregnant, postpartum, and 
parenting women for whom MOUD is part of treatment for an opioid use disorder.” 

• The AMA has drafted model state legislation to help ensure that pregnant, postpartum and parenting 
individuals and families have access to MOUD and essential social and other supports to improve maternal 
and child health. The AMA will be working with state and specialty societies to seek introduction of the 
model bill in the 2023 state legislative sessions. 

2021 

• The AMA sent a letter voicing our support for H.R. 955 and S. 285, the “Medicaid Reentry Act” which would 
provide states with the flexibility to allow Medicaid payment for medical services furnished to an incarcerated 
individual during the 30-day period preceding the individual’s release. 

• The AMA signed onto a letter urging the Senate to direct $20M to the Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention (CDC) Hospitals Promoting Breastfeeding line item in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Labor, Health 
and Human Services, and Related Agencies (Labor-H) appropriations bill, $10.5M above the President’s 
budget and House Labor-H appropriations bill level. 

• The AMA sent a letter in support of H.R. 4217 and S. 2779, the “Taskforce Recommending Improvements 
for Unaddressed Mental Perinatal & Postpartum Health for New Moms Act of 2021,” or the TRIUMPH for 
New Moms Act of 2021. This bill would create a Task Force on Maternal Mental Health to identify, evaluate, 
and make recommendations to coordinate and improve federal responses to maternal mental health 
conditions, as well as create a national strategic plan for addressing maternal mental health disorders. 

https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2022-1-31-Letter-to-Congress-re-Health-Security-final-3.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2022-04-20-National-Organizations-in-Support-of-Bipartisan-DeGette-Gallagher-Maternal-Health-FY23-Appropriations-Dear-Colleague-Letter.zip%2F2022-04-20-National-Organizations-in-Support-of-Bipartisan-DeGette-Gallagher-Maternal-Health-FY23-Appropriations-Dear-Colleague-Letter.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2022-5-13-Signed-On-Letter-re-FY23-Hospital-Promoting-Breastfeeding.zip%2F2022-5-13-Signed-On-Letter-re-FY23-Hospital-Promoting-Breastfeeding.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2022-6-17-Letter-to-Brooks-LaSure-re-2023-IPPS-v3.zip%2F2022-6-17-Letter-to-Brooks-LaSure-re-2023-IPPS-v3.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2022-4-11-Letter-to-Jones-re-2022-CDC-Proposed-Clinical-Guidelines-for-Prescribing-Opioids-v2.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/AMA-Manatt-Health-Toolkit-Resources-January-2022_f_FOR-WEB-FINAL.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-7-16-Letter-to-Tonko-re-HR-955-Medicaid-Reentry-Act.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-7-16-Letter-to-Braun-and-Baldwin-re-S-285-Medicaid-Reentry-Act.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2FFFY22-Hospital-Promoting-Breastfeeding-Sign-On-Letter-After-Presidents-Budget.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-10-15-Letter-to-House-re-TRIUMPH-Act-v2.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-10-15-Letter-to-Senate-re-TRIUMPH-Act-v2.pdf
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• The AMA sent a letter sharing our support for two of the bills that the Committee on Energy and Commerce 
discussed during a hearing: the “Data Mapping to Save Moms’ Lives Act” (H.R. 1218/S. 198) and the “Dr. 
Lorna Breen Health Care Provider Protection Act” (H.R. 1667/S. 610)." 

• Signed on to a letter urging for the highest possible funding for specific federal programs to improve 
maternal health in fiscal year (FY) 2022. This funding, if granted, would aim to prevent maternal deaths, 
eliminate inequities in maternal health outcomes and improve maternal health overall. 

• Maternal health was among the top issues physicians and medical students advocated with their members 
of Congress during the AMA National Advocacy Conference and the AMA Medical Student Advocacy 
Conference. In particular, these advocacy efforts focused around asking members of Congress to cosponsor 
the Mothers and Offspring Mortality and Morbidity Awareness (MOMMA's) Act. 

• Sent a support letter for S. 411, the MOMMA's Act which would establish national obstetric emergency 
protocols through a federal expert committee; ensure dissemination of best shared practices and 
coordination amongst maternal mortality review committees; standardize data collection and reporting; 
improve access to culturally competent care throughout the care continuum; provide guidance and options 
for states to adopt and pay for doula support services; and expand Medicaid coverage to new moms for one 
year postpartum. 

• Submitted comments to CMS regarding, “Maternal and Infant Health Care in Rural Communities” and the 
2021 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule proposed rule. AMA comments prompted agency action that 
recognized the importance of preventive prenatal and postpartum care for the health of women and infants. 

• Joined a sign-on letter urging CMS to act as soon as possible to approve pending Section 1115 
demonstration projects aimed at extending the postpartum coverage period for individuals who were 
enrolled in Medicaid while pregnant to a full year after the end of pregnancy. 

o This advocacy led to CMS approving Illinois Section 1115 waiver to cover post-partum care for 
Medicaid beneficiaries for up to one year after pregnancy. AMA Chief Health Equity Officer Aletha 
Maybank, MD, MPH, participated in the congressional call hosted by Senators Durbin (D-IL), 
Duckworth (D-IL) and Rep. Robin Kelly (D-IL-2) in celebration of the announcement. 

• Supported the “Connected Maternal Online Monitoring (MOM) Act," which would require CMS to report to 
Congress on state Medicaid barriers to coverage of remote physiologic devices in programs to improve 
maternal and child health outcomes and update state resources. 

• Urged Congressional support for at least $750 million for Title V Maternal and Child Health Services Block 
Grant in the fiscal year 2022 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies 
appropriations bill. 

• Urged House Congressional leaders to support the highest possible funding level in FY 2022 for 
programs at Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), CDC and National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) that seek to prevent maternal deaths, eliminate inequities in maternal health outcomes and improve 
maternal health. 

• Joined a sign-on letter urging Congress to direct $20M to the "CDC Hospitals Promoting Breastfeeding" line 
item in the FY 2022 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Related Agencies appropriations bill. 
See Senate letter and House letter. 

• Submitted an extensive statement for the record to the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on 
Oversight and Reform as part of the hearing entitled, “Birthing While Black: Examining America’s Black 
Maternal Health Crisis.” 

• Supported H.R.1218 and S. 198, “Data Mapping to Save Moms’ Lives Act,” which would instruct the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) to consult with the CDC to determine ways to incorporate data on 
maternal health outcomes for at least one year postpartum into broadband health mapping tools in an effort 
to reduce maternal mortality and morbidity in the U.S. 

• Supported S. 796 and H.R. 958, the “Protecting Moms Who Served Act,” signed into law Nov. 30, 2021, 
which would require the Department of Veterans Affairs to implement the maternity care coordination 
program with community maternity care providers trained to address the unique needs of pregnant and 
postpartum veterans; and require the U.S. Government Accountability Office to report on pregnant and 
postpartum veteran maternal mortality and severe maternal morbidity with a focus on veteran racial and 
ethnic disparities in maternal health outcomes. 

https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-11-16-Letter-to-Congressional-Leadership-re-Data-Mapping-and-Lorna-Breen-Support.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-6-22-_Signed-On-Letter-re-National-Organizations-in-Support-of-Bipartisan-Kaine-Marshall-Maternal-Health-FY22-Appropriations.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-6-22-_Signed-On-Letter-re-National-Organizations-in-Support-of-Bipartisan-Kaine-Marshall-Maternal-Health-FY22-Appropriations.pdf
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/durbin-duckworth-introduce-momma-act-to-reduce-maternal-and-infant-mortality-rates
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/durbin-duckworth-introduce-momma-act-to-reduce-maternal-and-infant-mortality-rates
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-4-27-Letter-to-Durbin-and-Duckworth-re-MOMMA-Act-2021.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/411/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22MOMMA%22%5D%7D&r=3&s=1
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-2-5-Signed-On-Letter-National-State-Local-Org.-To-Acting-HHS-Sec-Cochran-Acting-CMS-Admin-Richter-re-Postpartum-Coverage-Sec.-1115-Waivers.pdf
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/medicaid-postpartum-coverage-extension-tracker/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/medicaid-postpartum-coverage-extension-tracker/
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-4-7-Letter-to-Cassidy-and-Hassan-re-Connected-MOM-Support-v4.pdf
https://www.aafp.org/dam/AAFP/documents/advocacy/prevention/women/LT-Congress-MCHBlockGrantAppropriations-032421.pdf
https://www.aafp.org/dam/AAFP/documents/advocacy/prevention/women/LT-Congress-MCHBlockGrantAppropriations-032421.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-4-15-Signed-On-National-Organizations-in-Support-of-Bipartisan-DeGette-Gallagher-Maternal-Health-DCL.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-4-15-Signed-On-National-Organizations-in-Support-of-Bipartisan-DeGette-Gallagher-Maternal-Health-DCL.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-4-19-FY22-Hospital-Promoting-Breastfeeding-Sign-On-Letter-SENATE.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-4-19-FY22-Hospital-Promoting-Breastfeeding-Sign-On-Letter-HOUSE.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-5-6-Statement-of-the-Record_House-Oversight-Hearing_Maternal-Mortality.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-5-20-Letter-to-House-re-Data-Mapping-to-Save-Moms-Lives.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-5-20-Letter-to-Senate-re-Data-Mapping-to-Save-Moms-Lives.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-5-14-Letter-to-Senate-re-S-796-Protecting-Moms-Who-Served-Act.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-5-14-Letter-to-House-re-HR-958-Protecting-Moms-Who-Served-Act.pdf
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• Supported S. 1675, “Maternal Health Quality Improvement Act,” which would provide grants to identify, 
develop and disseminate best practices to improve maternal health care quality and outcomes; promote 
collaboration with state maternal mortality review committees to identify ways to reduce preventable 
maternal mortality and severe maternal morbidity; promote perinatal collaboration on quality; and implement 
integrated health care services for pregnant and postpartum women. 

• Joined a second sign-on letter urging Congress to direct $20M to the CDC Hospitals Promoting the 
Breastfeeding line item in the fiscal year 2022 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Related Agencies 
appropriations bill, an increase of $10.5M above the president’s budget level. 

• Joined other health care organizations in urging Congress to approve through appropriations for FY 2022 
which would prioritize the highest possible funding level for certain programs that seek to prevent maternal 
deaths, eliminate inequities in maternal health outcomes and improve maternal health. 

• Supported a provision in the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 that established a temporary, optional 
provision to assist states in expanding Medicaid and CHIP coverage opportunities to one year postpartum. 

2020 

• Patrice Harris, MD, MA, participated in the 2nd Annual Black Maternal Health Caucus Stakeholder Summit. 
• Provided comments outlining actions that the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) could take 

to improve health outcomes for pregnant women. 
• The AMA participated in a U.S. Senate Committee on Finance staff briefing on maternal health and 

highlighted significant policies and conveyed the importance of expanding access to health care and social 
services for women for one-year postpartum under Medicaid and CHIP. 

• Provided comments to the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance regarding, “Solutions to Improve Maternal 
Health” and urged Congress to take several bipartisan actions, such as ensuring Medicaid and CHIP 
coverage for women one year postpartum. 

• Sent a support letter for H.R. 1897/S. 916, the MOMMA’s Act. The bill would require the CDC to provide 
technical assistance and best practices for collecting data, standardizing reporting and preventing maternal 
mortality. The bill would also establish regional centers to address implicit bias and cultural competency in 
the delivery of health care services. Additionally, the bill would extend coverage for pregnant and postpartum 
women under Medicaid and CHIP for one year postpartum and include coverage of oral health services. 

• Supported H.R. 4996, the Helping Medicaid Offer Maternity Services (MOMS) Act of 2019 which would allow 
states to provide one year of postpartum coverage under Medicaid and CHIP and require a report on 
coverage of doula services under Medicaid. 

• Supported H.R. 4995, the Maternal Health Quality Improvement Act of 2019 which would improve data 
collection in rural communities and promote perinatal quality collaborative activities and measures to 
address implicit bias. 

• Supported S. 1365/H.R. 2569, the Comprehensive Addiction Resources Emergency (“CARE”) Act, which 
would provide emergency assistance to areas affected by the opioid epidemic to improve systems for the 
delivery of essential services to individuals with substance use disorder and their families. Three sections 
provide for the treatment of pregnant women. 

• Supported H.R. 1329, the Medicaid Reentry Act, would provide states with the flexibility to allow Medicaid 
assistance for eligible incarcerated individuals up to 30 days prior to their release, to help provide for 
critically needed health care services, care coordination activities and linkages to care for individuals with 
substance use disorders. 

• Submitted extensive comments and suggested edits to address concerns with the Black Maternal Health 
Momnibus Act of 2021 (a collection of 12 standalone bills). 

• As part of a coalition, the AMA, national physician organizations and heart health experts launched a 
campaign, Release the Pressure, with Essence—the nation’s leading lifestyle magazine brand for Black 
women—to partner with Black women for healthy blood pressure. The prevalence of high blood pressure in 
Black women is nearly 40% higher than white women in the U.S. Two of the leading causes of pregnancy-
related deaths are heart conditions and stroke, which cause more than 1-in-3 deaths. 

https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-6-4-Letter-to-Senate-re-Maternal-Health-Quality-Improvement-Act-v2.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F07-07-2021_FY22-Hospital-Promoting-Breastfeeding-Sign-On-Letter-After-Presidents-Budget.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F07-07-2021_FY22-Hospital-Promoting-Breastfeeding-Sign-On-Letter-After-Presidents-Budget.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2021-6-22-_Signed-On-Letter-re-National-Organizations-in-Support-of-Bipartisan-Kaine-Marshall-Maternal-Health-FY22-Appropriations.pdf
https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/postpartum-coverage-extension-in-the-american-rescue-plan-act-of-2021/
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/undefined/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2020-BMHC_July-30.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/undefined/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2020-5-28-Letter-to-Verma-re-Rural-Maternal-and-Infant-Care.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/undefined/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2020-4-1-Letter-to-Grassley-Wyden-at-Senate-Finance-re-Maternal-Health-(1).pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/undefined/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2020-4-1-Letter-to-Grassley-Wyden-at-Senate-Finance-re-Maternal-Health-(1).pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/undefined/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2019-4-9-Signed-On-Letter-to-House-re-MOMMA-Act-Group-Endorsement-FINAL.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr1897/BILLS-116hr1897ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr4996/BILLS-116hr4996ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4995/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.+4995%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s1365/BILLS-116s1365is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr1329/BILLS-116hr1329ih.pdf
https://releasethepressure.org/
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2019-2018 

• In 2019, the AMA provided written and oral testimony as part of the hearing on Improving Maternal Health, 
provided written and oral testimony as part of the hearing on the Maternal Mortality Crisis and participated in 
the Black Maternal Health Caucus, the first Black Maternal Health Stakeholder Summit which was held in 
person on Capitol Hill. 

• In 2018, the AMA supported H.R. 1318, the Preventing Maternal Deaths Act of 2018, which was signed into 
law by the President, supported S. 1112, the Maternal Health Accountability Act of 2017 and joined 
stakeholders in a sign-on letter supporting these bills. 

 

https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2019-9-10-EC-Testimony-of-Dr-Patrice-Harris-re-Improving-Maternal-Health.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2019-5-16-AMA-Disparities-and-Maternal-Mortality-Crisis-Statement-Ways-%26-Means-Committee-of-Dr-Patrice-Harris.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2018-2-20-Letter-to-Herrera-Beutler-Costello-re-HR-1318-Preventing-Maternal-Deaths-Act.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2018-2-20-Letter-to-Heitkamp-Capito-re-S-1112-Preventing-Maternal-Deaths-Act.pdf
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/letter/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2F2018-11-14-Signed-On-Letter-to-Congressional-Leadership-cc-Committee-Leadership-re-Passage-of-HR-1318-S-1112-in-the-115th-Congress.pdf

