
“The Nation’s Drug Overdose Epidemic:
Helping Children, Families, and Patients with Pain”

April 5, 2022

Edwin C. Chapman, MD DABIM FASAM
Private Practice
Washington, DC



1 2 3

1 2

BLACK

WHITE



“PAIN”
IS THE 

COMMON 
DENOMINATOR

Edwin C. Chapman, MD
Chief Medical Officer
Medical Home Development Group
© 2018



“PAIN”

PSYCHIC PAIN
or

“PTSD”
or

“TOXIC STRESS”

PHYSICAL
PAIN

and / or

Edwin C. Chapman, MD
Chief Medical Officer
Medical Home Development Group
© 2018



“PAIN”

PSYCHIC 
PAIN
or

“PTSD”

PHYSICAL
PAIN

and / or

Edwin C. Chapman, MD
Chief Medical Officer
Medical Home Development Group
© 2018

“WHITE EPIDEMIC”
Initially due to OVER 
MEDICATION Initiated 

by  
PAIN MEDICATION 

“BLACK EPIDEMIC”
Initially due to 

RACISM/PTSD Initiated 
by 

 SELF MEDICATION 
(“Street Drugs”) 



“PAIN”

and / or
PHYSICAL 
PAIN

PSYCHIC 
PAIN

ADDICTION RISK

GENETICS

PHYSICAL
PAIN

PSYCHIC
PAIN

Edwin C. Chapman, MD
Chief Medical Officer
Medical Home Development Group
© 2018

THE WHY FACTOR?





CLOSURE Rx Pills

Street  Drugs







Non‐Hispanic Black Men





Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS)



This 2016 photo of a grandmother and 
her boyfriend, overdosed in the front 
seat with her grandchild in the back, 
became symbolic of the need for 
stronger government response to the 
child welfare side of the opioid 
epidemic











The Washington Post 
By Phil Davis 
December 10, 2019 

Ray Lynn, Cecil County heroin overdose 
coordinator since 2016, tracks overdoses and 
works with drug task forces to combat opioid 
abuse. (Amy Davis/Baltimore Sun)

With dozens of kids orphaned by the opioid
crisis, this Md. county has a new outlook on 

trauma services
But as gas prices rose in the mid-2000s, people weren’t buying as many 
Chrysler Aspen and Dodge Durango SUVs produced in Newark. Chrysler 
announced in 2007 that it would close the plant. General Motors 
closed its Newport, Del., automotive plant in 2009. “In the last 
10, 15 years, all of that is gone,” Lynn said. “There is no more 
jobs like that. 

By year’s end, 89 people succumbed to fatal opioid-related 
overdoses, more than twice the previous year’s total. It was 
that August when Lynn and school officials noticed a startling 
statistic: 33 children had been orphaned in just that month 
after at least one parent died of a drug overdose. “It was a 
surprise to everyone. I guess no one had ever put two and two together 
and realized the severity of the issue,” Lynn said. “We had a classroom 
and a half of children, in one month, [who] lost a parent.”
Since then, Lynn and other county officials have identified “well over” 
100 children who have been orphaned by the opioid epidemic. 
He said he’s already identified 50 children in 2019. 
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…. “New outlook on trauma services”

“We sort of built from the health department the 4 PILLARS of  : 
(1) ENFORCEMENT,  (2) TREATMENT, (3)  RECOVERY, and 
(4) PREVENTION to deal with this,” he said. “And this sort of creates  
number (5) SUPPORT SERVICES.” To pay for the overhaul, the 
county applied for a federal grant for young crime victims, intended to 
address children whose parents or guardians have overdosed. The 
three-year, $639,000 grant has allowed the county to enter a 
public-private partnership that offers therapy for children 
and adults who have been exposed to overdoses. The 
partnership will “provide direct trauma therapy services to 
young crime victims in Cecil County at no cost to the family.” 
In addition, the county also provides training on how to identify and 
handle a child in trauma to various agencies and professionals, 
including health care workers, public safety personnel, educators and 
community service providers.
From April through September, 76 children and 41 adults 
have been referred for services. 








