
 
 
 
 
PROCEEDINGS 
 

OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
 
NOVEMBER 2020 SPECIAL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 13-17, 2020 
ONLINE 
  



ii 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2020, due to the ongoing SARS-COV-2 (COVID-19) pandemic, the House of Delegates did not meet 
in person, rather holding two special meetings using online platforms. 

 
 

 
 

The Proceedings of the American Medical Association House of Delegates are the official record 
of actions taken by the House of Delegates. The House of Delegates is the legislative and policymaking 

body of the American Medical Association and meets semi-annually (in June and November). 
 

American Medical Association policy is set by the House of Delegates and may be adopted, amended 
or rescinded at any meeting. For current American Medical Association policy, 

consult AMA’s PolicyFinder, which is available online. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2020 by the American Medical Association. All Rights Reserved. 
 



iii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS* 
 
DETAILED CONTENTS .................................................................................................................................................... iv 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS ......................................................................................................... 1 
 
REPORTS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ........................................................................................................................ 23 
 
REPORTS OF AMA COUNCILS 

COUNCIL ON CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS ......................................................................................................... 127 
COUNCIL ON ETHICAL AND JUDICIAL AFFAIRS ................................................................................................... 137 
COUNCIL ON LONG RANGE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ............................................................................... 149 
COUNCIL ON MEDICAL EDUCATION .................................................................................................................... 163 
COUNCIL ON MEDICAL SERVICE ......................................................................................................................... 241 
COUNCIL ON SCIENCE AND PUBLIC HEALTH ....................................................................................................... 295 

 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES ............................................................................................. 349 
 
MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS .......................................................................................................................................... 355 
 
RESOLUTIONS ............................................................................................................................................................. 360 
 
GENERAL OFFICERS, BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND COUNCILS ....................................................................................... 379 
 
DELEGATES AND ALTERNATE DELEGATES TO THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES ................................................................ 381 
 
SPECIALTY AND SERVICE SOCIETY REPRESENTATIVES .............................................................................................. 399 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS ..................................................................................................................................................... 400 
 
APPENDIX – REFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORTS ......................................................................................................... 401 
 
INDEX  ........................................................................................................................................................................ 495 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Selecting a link will launch the PDF file in your browser. Items that appear to be missing a link are in fact part of the file in the preceding link. 

https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2021-01/nov-s20-call-to-order.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-12/nov-s20-bot-reports.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-12/nov-s20-ccb-reports.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-12/nov-s20-ceja-reports.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-12/nov-s20-clrpd-reports.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-12/nov-s20-cme-reports.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-12/nov-s20-cms-reports.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-12/nov-s20-csaph-reports.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-12/nov-s20-house-committee-reports.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-12/nov-s20-resolutions.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-12/nov-s20-resolutions.pdf#p=6
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2021-01/nov-s20-officials-members-hod.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2021-01/nov-s20-reference-committee-reports.pdf


iv 

DETAILED CONTENTS 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Call to Order .............................................................................................................................................................. 1 
Invocation .................................................................................................................................................................. 1 
Awards ....................................................................................................................................................................... 1 
Reports of Committee on Rules and Credentials 

Credentials Reports ................................................................................................................................................ 2 
Rules Report ........................................................................................................................................................... 2 
Supplementary Report ............................................................................................................................................ 3 
Closing Report ........................................................................................................................................................ 3 

Report of the Resolutions Committee ........................................................................................................................ 4 
Approval of Minutes for June 2020 Special Meeting .............................................................................................. 13 
Address of AMA President Susan R. Bailey, MD ................................................................................................... 13 
Report of Executive Vice President, James L. Madara, MD .................................................................................... 14 
Report of the AMPAC Board of Directors ............................................................................................................... 16 
Retiring Officers, Delegates and Executives  ........................................................................................................... 19 
Reference Committees of the House of Delegates  .................................................................................................. 20 

 
REPORTS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

1. 2019 Grants and Donations ................................................................................................................................. 23 
2. Update on Corporate Relationships ..................................................................................................................... 24 
3. AMA Performance, Activities, and Status in 2019 .............................................................................................. 34 
4. Annual Update on Activities and Progress in Tobacco Control: March 2019 through February 2020 ............... 39 
5. FDA Conflict of Interest ...................................................................................................................................... 42 
6. Covenants Not to Compete .................................................................................................................................. 50 
7. Involuntary Civil Commitment for Substance Use Disorder ............................................................................... 55 
8. White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders ..................................................................... 61 
9. Bullying in the Practice of Medicine ................................................................................................................... 69 

10. Compassionate Release for Incarcerated Patients ................................................................................................ 78 
11. Redefining AMA’s Position on ACA and Healthcare Reform ............................................................................ 81 
12. 2020 AMA Advocacy Efforts .............................................................................................................................. 84 
13. Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) Update ..................................................................................... 92 
14. Enhanced Funding For and Access to Outpatient Addiction Rehabilitation ...................................................... 102 
15. Plan for Continued Progress Toward Health Equity .......................................................................................... 105 
16. Enabling Methadone Treatment of Opioid Use Disorder in Primary Care Settings .......................................... 115 
17. Hospital Website Voluntary Physician Inclusion .............................................................................................. 119 
18. Specialty Society Representation in the House of Delegates: Five-Year Review ............................................. 121 

 
REPORTS OF THE COUNCIL ON CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

1. Bylaw Accuracy: Name Change for Accreditation Body for Osteopathic Medical Schools ............................. 127 
2. Discordance between Policy and Bylaws--CEJA Membership on AMA Committee on Conduct 

at AMA Meetings and Events .......................................................................................................................... 128 
3. Creation of a Private Practice Physicians Section ............................................................................................. 131 
4. Extending the Freeze due to COVID ................................................................................................................. 133 

 
OPINION OF THE COUNCIL ON ETHICAL AND JUDICIAL AFFAIRS 

1. Physician Competence, Self-Assessment and Self-Awareness ......................................................................... 137 
 
REPORTS OF THE COUNCIL ON ETHICAL AND JUDICIAL AFFAIRS 

1. Amendment to Opinion 1.2.2, “Disruptive Behavior and Discrimination By Patients” .................................... 138 
2. Amendment to Opinion 8.7, “Routine Universal Immunization of Physicians” ............................................... 143 

 



v 

REPORTS OF THE COUNCIL ON LONG RANGE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
1. International Medical Graduates Section Five-Year Review ............................................................................. 149 
2. Organized Medical Staff Section Five-Year Review ......................................................................................... 152 
3. Establishment of the Private Practice Physicians Section.................................................................................. 157 

 
REPORTS OF THE COUNCIL ON MEDICAL EDUCATION 

1. An Update on Continuing Board Certification .................................................................................................. 163 
2. Graduate Medical Education and the Corporate Practice of Medicine .............................................................. 194 
3. Protection of Resident and Fellow Training in the Case of Hospital or Training Program Closure .................. 202 
4. Preparedness for Pandemics Across the Medical Education Continuum .......................................................... 209 

 
REPORTS OF THE COUNCIL ON MEDICAL SERVICE 

1. Options to Maximize Coverage under the AMA Proposal for Reform ............................................................. 241 
2. Mitigating the Negative Effects of High-Deductible Health Plans .................................................................... 251 
3. Medicare Prescription Drug and Vaccine Coverage and Payment .................................................................... 261 
4. Economic Discrimination in the Hospital Practice Setting ................................................................................ 268 
5. Medicaid Reform ............................................................................................................................................... 271 
6. Value-Based Management of Drug Formularies ............................................................................................... 281 
7. Health Plan Initiatives Addressing Social Determinants of Health ................................................................... 286 

 
REPORTS OF THE COUNCIL ON SCIENCE AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

1. Drug Shortages: 2020 Update ............................................................................................................................ 295 
2. Neuropathic Pain as a Disease Update .............................................................................................................. 305 
3. Dietary Supplements: Update on Regulation, Industry, and Product Trends .................................................... 308 
4. Public Health Impacts of Cannabis Legalization ............................................................................................... 322 

 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

Report of the House of Delegates Committee on Compensation of the Officers .................................................. 349 
 
MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS 

Duane M. Cady  .................................................................................................................................................... 355 
Alfred C. Cox ........................................................................................................................................................ 355 
Marvin S. Kaplan .................................................................................................................................................. 356 
David B. L. Meza, III ............................................................................................................................................ 357 
Michael Neill Moody ............................................................................................................................................ 357 
Robert S. Rigolosi ................................................................................................................................................. 358 
Grant V. Rodkey ................................................................................................................................................... 359 

 
RESOLUTIONS ............................................................................................................................................................. 360 
 
GENERAL OFFICERS, BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND COUNCILS ....................................................................................... 379 
 
THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

Delegates and alternate delegates ........................................................................................................................... 381 
Former presidents and former trustees ................................................................................................................... 397 
Specialty and Service Society representatives ....................................................................................................... 399 

 
FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES .................................................................................................... 400 
 
APPENDIX 
REFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Reference Committee on Amendments to Constitution and Bylaws ..................................................................... 401 
Reference Committee A (Medical service) ............................................................................................................ 415 
Reference Committee B (Legislation).................................................................................................................... 429 
Reference Committee C (Medial education) .......................................................................................................... 446 
Reference Committee D (Public health) ................................................................................................................ 455 
Reference Committee E (Science and technology) ................................................................................................ 469 



vi 

Reference Committee F (AMA finance and governance) ...................................................................................... 482 
Reference Committee G (Medical practice) ........................................................................................................... 486 

 
INDEX ......................................................................................................................................................................... 495 
 
 


