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Whereas, In 2016, the World Health Organization provisionally classified breast implant-1 
associated anaplastic large cell lymphoma (BIA-ALCL) as a T-cell lymphoma1; and 2 
 3 
Whereas, Policies concerning breast cancer treatment do not encompass BIA-ALCL given that 4 
this cancer is a lymphoma; and   5 
 6 
Whereas, The 2019 National Comprehensive Cancer Care Network consensus guidelines state 7 
clearly that, “Essential to the treatment of BIA-ALCL is timely diagnosis and complete surgical 8 
excision.”2; and  9 
 10 
Whereas, Patients with BIA-ALCL suffer delays in care as they fight with their insurance 11 
companies to cover surgery to remove the cancer and their breast implants, as the insurance 12 
company may initially classify the surgery as cosmetic and not cover it;3 therefore be it  13 
 14 
RESOLVED, That our American Medical Association support appropriate coverage of cancer 15 
diagnosis, treating surgery and other systemic treatment options for implant-associated 16 
anaplastic large cell lymphoma. (New HOD Policy)  17 
 
Fiscal Note: Not yet determined 
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RELEVANT AMA POLICY: 
 
Breast Implants H-525.984  
Our AMA: (1) supports that women be fully informed about the risks and benefits associated 
with breast implants and that once fully informed the patient should have the right to choose; 
and (2) based on current scientific knowledge, supports the continued practice of breast 
augmentation or reconstruction with implants when indicated. 
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