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 Knowledge & Skills p/lus an ethical code

* Civic Engagement

Medicine as a - Dignity

* Autonomy

profession

e Justice (particularly in health)




AMA Principles of Medical Ethics

* |. A physician shall be dedicated to providing competent medical care, with
compassion and respect for human dignity and rights.

e [Il. A physician shall respect the law and also recognize a responsibility to
seek changes in those requirements which are contrary to the best
interests of the patient.

* VIl. A physician shall recognize a responsibility to participate in activities
contributing to the improvement of the community and the betterment of
public health.

* VIIl. A physician shall, while caring for a patient, regard responsibility to
the patient as paramount.

 [X. A physician shall support access to medical care for all people.






Fundamental

F | aW e |nstitutional detention of
innocent children and exposure
to toxic stress

e Risk of harm is exacerbated by
indefinite nature of detention




DILLEY, TX, UNITED STATES 04.29.2015 Photo by Charles Reed™



e Remote location of facilities

P ract | Ca ‘ | ssues  Lack of pediatric expertise

e Poor coordination among agencies




DILLEY, TX, 08.9.18 Photo by Charles Reed



Infant at Artesia — unrecognized severe dehydration

Finger injuries at Karnes from prison doors

Peri-natal injury diagnosis missed at Karnes

Punitive confinement in medical isolation of toddlers for hitting other children at Dilley



Whistle-Blowers Say Detaining Migrant
Families ‘Poses High Risk of Harm’

Ehe New JJork Times
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July 18, 2018
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Children line up in the cafeteria of a temporary home for women and children detained at the
Texas border in 2014. Two physicians who studied such facilities told the government that children

can suffer adverse health impacts even when confined with a parent. Eric Gay/Associated Press
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I What is a Whistleblower?

Whistleblowers are those who witness wrongdoing in the workplace and decide to speak
up rather than stay silent to expose serious violations of public trust.

Legally, a common definition of a whistleblower is someone, typically an employee, who
discloses information, either internally (to managers, organizational hotlines, etc.) or
externally (to lawmakers, regulators, the media, watchdog organizations, etc.), that he or
she reasonably believes evidences:

a violation of law, rule or regulation;
gross mismanagement;

a gross waste of funds;

abuse of authority; or

a substantial and specific danger to public health or safety. -

This definition captures two key points about whistleblowers. First, whistleblowers typically

L 2 2 R R 2

are current or former employees with direct, credible information about wrongdoing
that they became aware of while on the job. Second, the concerns are serious and their
disclosure promotes legal compliance or protects the public interest.
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Caringfor
Immigrant
Childrenand
Families

American Academy of Pediatrics (&3

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN®
















F lg'ut:. 3. Ove jn;lu"-.'dl.m:, ol lamilies 1.-|:r..1.|"'.rii by OIG on June 11, 2019, at Border Patrol's
Weslaco, TX, Station. Source: OIG
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Early ExperiencesAre Qruaal

* By age 3, 80% of synaptic
connections are already
made

R
‘ ‘ * By the second decade of
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life growth levels off and
pruning begins

* Increased experiences
define the wiring of an
infant’s brain

American Academy of Pediatrics {4
DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN® e




Impact of Early Stress

p CHILDHOOD STRESS

Hyper-responsive Chronic “fight or
stress response; flight;” fcortisol /
‘calm/coping norepinephrine

Changes in Brain
Architecture




Newsweek

u.s. World Business Tech & Science Culture Sports Health

OPINION

WE VISITED THE SOUTHERN BORDER. THE
CHILDREN WE SAW THERE NEED ACCESS TO
PEDIATRICIANS. NOW | OPINION

SALLY GOZA AND KIM SCHRIER
ON 8/2/19 AT 1:03 PM EDT

75 CBSTHIS "NO PLACE FOR ANY CHILD"

~'MORNING | 10op PEDIATRICIAN DESCRIBES "HEARTBREAKING" DETENTION
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They'reALL
our Children

American Academy of Pediatrics

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN®
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Health care is a basic human right

» A physician shall be dedicated to
providing competent medical care, with
compassion and respect for human dignity
and rights.
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» A physician shall respect the law and also
recognize a responsibility to seek changes
in those requirements which are contrary
to the best interests of the patient.

« A physician shall support access to
medical care for all people.
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Areas of AMA advocacy

« Health and safety at the southern border
* Asylum-seekers and vaccines

 Mental health of children in DHS custody
« Family detention policies

» Deferred action for critically ill children

» Inadmissibility on public charge grounds

3 © 2019 American Medical Association. All rights reserved.
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Tha Honorabls Jarrold Nadler The Hemorahls Dioug Collize

Chaimman Razking Mambsr

U.E. Honse Committes on The Fadiciary U.5. Howse Compiittes oz The Judiciary
2138 Raybum House Office Buildng 1504 Loagworth House Of5ce Buildng
Waskington, DT 20513 Washimgten, DC 20315

Dwar Chagrman Madler and Rankizg Mamber Colling:

O behalf of the physician and medical student membars of the American Medical Aswociation (AMA), T
am pleased to offer our support for passage of LK. 3239, the “Humanitarian Standards for Individeals in
Custor: and Bordar Protection Custody Act.” and mrpe the committes to quickly pacs this impormnst
piece of legislation. As the largest professiona] assochtion for physicizns and the ambrella cogazization
for statn 2nd national medical specialny sociction, the AMA has boan, and comtizmas. to be, desply
commitied to envering the bealth and safety of all mdividuals regardless of immigaton st

We babieve that conditions in Customs and Border Protectica {CBP) custody ame mcoasistent with
wridence-based mcommendations for appropriate cars and treatment of children and preguast womsn.
Cenditions in CBP fycilitios, which incleds open toilees, constant light exporure, mmnfSciont food

and water, exirsme tampsratines, and forcing pregnant women and children to sleep oo cament floom, 2re
traumatizimg. Such fcilitios ars simply not appropriate placss for chdldron or for prognant womsan.

HE 3239 mdoo 2 critical stap toward ansuring that appropriate msdical and monta] health screaning and
care am provided to all mdividuals including tme= children and womsn in CBP custody.

Families sesloing rufnge in the U.5. already endure smotional and physical stress, which & only
exacerbated when they amo separated from ons another or held in famity detention facilites during the
peadency of their impdgration procesdings. It is well known thet childhood treama and adverse childheod
axpecisnces creabsd by mbmrmans treateeat offen creats DeEative bealth invpacts tat can last an
individeal’s seitre Efespen We, along with snmarous other medical and menta] hoalth orgamizatioms,
Bave previously offered cur sirens support for passags of HE. 3239, and wrgs Membars of Congress and
the Adeeinictration to snwurs that this typoe of legislation & incladed 25 part of amy bumanttarian revpona
#o the sitaation at the sowthern bordar.

Sincaraly,

2 2 '5126@01{“_

s

James L. Madera, MD
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Source: Georgia Health News
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