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At the 2019 Annual Meeting, the House referred CCB Report 1, “Clarification to the Bylaws: 1 
Delegate Representation, Registration and Credentialing,” back to the Council for report back. 2 
CCB Report 1-A-19 recommended a series of changes to the AMA Bylaws. To make consideration 3 
and action easier for the House, the Council has broken its recommendations for bylaw 4 
amendments into distinct reports, each of which deals with a specific aspect of the Bylaws. This 5 
report focuses on parity between constituent societies and the national medical specialty societies. 6 
 7 
The House of Delegates places great emphasis on the need for parity between the constituent 8 
societies and the national medical specialty societies. Bylaw 2.10.5 states that the current president 9 
of a constituent association may be certified as an additional alternate delegate at the discretion of 10 
each constituent association. The Council notes that there is no corresponding bylaw whereby a 11 
national medical specialty society or a professional interest medical association (PIMA) has that 12 
same privilege. The Council has proposed an equivalent bylaw that would accord the same 13 
opportunity. The Council also believes these additional alternate delegate positions may potentially 14 
minimize vacant delegate seats for these entities. 15 
 16 
Because of concern about potentially swelling the size of the House, the Council looked at the 17 
registration and credentialing lists from the 2019 Annual Meeting of the House of Delegates. The 18 
Council found that there were 9 national medical specialty societies/PIMAs that did not credential 19 
a full complement of delegates, and 78 specialty societies/PIMAs that had anywhere from a single 20 
alternate delegate vacancy to multiple alternate vacancies. To gain perspective about the frequency 21 
by which constituent societies credential a president as an alternate delegate, the Council 22 
discovered that at A-19 while 14 constituent societies credentialed a state medical society president 23 
as an alternate delegate, 6 of those 14 individuals ultimately were no-shows. The Council 24 
concluded that most national medical specialty societies/PIMA are unlikely to credential a 25 
president as an alternate delegate, but it believes the option to do so should be provided to them. 26 
 27 
RECOMMENDATIONS 28 
 29 
The Council on Constitution and Bylaws recommends: 1) that the following amendments to the 30 
AMA Bylaws be adopted; and 2) that the remainder of this report be filed. Adoption requires the 31 
affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of the House of Delegates present and voting. 32 
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2.10 Registration and Seating of Delegates.  1 
 2 
*** 3 
 4 
2.10.5 Constituent Association President. The current president of a constituent 5 

association may also be certified as an additional alternate delegate at the 6 
discretion of each constituent association. 7 

 8 
2.10.6 National Medical Specialty Society or Professional Interest Medical 9 

Association President. The current president of a national medical specialty 10 
society or a professional interest medical association may also be certified as an 11 
additional alternate delegate at the discretion of each national medical specialty 12 
society or professional interest medical association. 13 

 14 
(Modify Bylaws) 15 
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