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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES

Resolution: 922
(1-19)
Introduced by: Michigan
Subject: Understanding the Effects of PFAS on Human Health

Referred to: Reference Committee K

Whereas, Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl chemicals (PFAS) are a group of synthetic
compounds that have been used in thousands of industrial applications and consumer products
worldwide and are recognized by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as
substances toxic to human health; and

Whereas, The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has found PFAS in water and soill
nationwide, termed PFAS an “emerging contaminant,” and set health advisory levels for two
specific PFAS chemicals at 70 parts per trillion (ppt); and

Whereas, Michigan declared a state of emergency in July 2018 for Kalamazoo County for PFAS
levels over 20 times higher than the EPA safety limit; and

Whereas, As of February 2019, 43 sites in Michigan detected PFAS, including PFAS levels
higher than 70 ppt in six schools, and PFAS in the drinking water that serves more than two
million Michigan residents; and

Whereas, The CDC Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)
recommended in June 2018 reducing the minimum risk levels of PFAS ten-fold, from 70 ppt to 7
ppt, because of the chemicals’ negative health effects; and

Whereas, PFAS bioaccumlate in human tissues and bodily fluids through contaminated foods,
drinking water and consumer products, with half-life estimates ranging from 2.3 to 12 years
based on the type of chemical; and

Whereas, PFAS cross the placenta barrier, are transmitted through breast milk and are
consistently associated with fetal and postnatal growth and immune function in epidemiologic
studies; and

Whereas, PFAS serum levels are negatively associated with vaccine antibody concentrations in
adolescents, which may be a result of an inhibited initial vaccination response or a greater
waning of immunity over time; and

Whereas, Many additional research studies have suggested that PFAS in humans may increase
risk of hypertension and pre-eclampsia during pregnancy, increase cholesterol levels, increase
risk of thyroid disease, decrease fertility, and increase risk of kidney disease; and

Whereas, While current research has been limited to a few PFAS chemicals, more than 4000
PFAS chemicals have been manufactured by humans; hundreds of these have been detected in
environmental samples and there are not currently assays to detect them all; and
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Whereas, The EPA has not lowered the recommended PFAS health advisory levels since the
release of the aforementioned June 2018 CDC report; and

Whereas, Despite CDC and EPA recommendations, only seven states have developed water
guideline levels for PFAS, but their advisory levels range from 13 to 1000 ppt for only a few
PFAS chemicals; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That our American Medical Association advocate for continued research on the
impact of perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl chemicals on human health (Directive to Take
Action); and be it further

RESOLVED, That our AMA advocate for states to minimally follow guidelines regarding levels of
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl chemicals recommended by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and the Environmental Protection Agency. (Directive to Take Action)

Fiscal Note: Minimal - less than $1,000

Received: 10/03/19
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RELEVANT AMA POLICY

Modern Chemicals Policies H-135.942

Our AMA supports: (1) the restructuring of the Toxic Substances Control Act to serve as a
vehicle to help federal and state agencies to assess efficiently the human and environmental
health hazards of industrial chemicals and reduce the use of those of greatest concern; and (2)
the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals (SAICM) process leading to the sound
management of chemicals throughout their life-cycle so that, by 2020, chemicals are used and
produced in ways that minimize adverse effects on human health and the environment.
Citation: Sub. Res. 404, A-08; Reaffirmation A-10; Reaffirmed: CSAPH Rep. 5, A-11;
Reaffirmation 1-16; Reaffirmed in lieu of: Res. 505, A-19;

Modernization of the Federal Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) of 1976 D-135.976
Our AMA will: (1) collaborate with relevant stakeholders to advocate for modernizing the Toxic
Substances Control Act (TSCA) to require chemical manufacturers to provide adequate safety
information on all chemicals and give federal regulatory agencies reasonable authority to
regulate hazardous chemicals in order to protect the health of all individuals, especially
vulnerable populations; (2) support the public disclosure of chemical use, exposure and hazard
data in forms that are appropriate for use by medical practitioners, workers, and the public; and
(3) work with members of the Federation to promote a reformed TSCA that is consistent with
goals of Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation, and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH).
Citation: Res. 515, A-12; Modified: Res. 907, |-13; Reaffirmation 1-13; Reaffirmation I-16;

Modern Chemicals Policies D-135.987

Our AMA: (1) will call upon the United States government to implement a national modern,
comprehensive chemicals policy that is in line with current scientific knowledge on human and
environmental health, and that requires a full evaluation of the health impacts of both newly
developed and industrial chemicals now in use; and (2) encourages the training of medical
students, physicians, and other health professionals about the human health effects of toxic
chemical exposures.

Citation: Sub. Res. 404, A-08; Reaffirmation A-10; Reaffirmation |-16;

Safer Chemical Policies D-135.973

Our AMA will review the recommendations of the National Academies of Sciences with respect
to chemical policy reform.

Citation: (Res. 415, A-14)





