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Whereas, With the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the United Nations 1 
defined a child as any person younger than 18; this definition has since been used to establish 2 
quantifiable targets for international development including child marriage; and 3 
 4 
Whereas, The United States Global Strategy to Empower Adolescent Girls, released in 2016 by 5 
the State Department, states that marriage before age 18 is a “human rights abuse” that 6 
produces devastating effect on a girl’s life; and 7 
 8 
Whereas, Between 2000 and 2010 more than 167,000 children across 38 states were married, 9 
mostly to men 18 or older while the remaining twelve states and the District of Columbia did not 10 
track this information; and 11 
 12 
Whereas, Child marriage in the United States is associated with a 23 percent greater risk of 13 
disease onset, including heart attack, diabetes, cancer, and stroke; and 14 
 15 
Whereas, Child marriage is associated with higher rates of sexually transmitted infections, early 16 
pregnancies, divorce, and intimate partner violence than women married at 21; and 17 
 18 
Whereas, Mothers around the world who are under the age of 18 have a 35 percent to 55 19 
percent higher risk of delivering a preterm or low-birthweight infant than mothers older than 19 20 
years; and 21 
 22 
Whereas, Child marriage in the United States has been associated with significantly increased 23 
risk of almost all psychiatric disorders; approximately 35 percent of women who were married as 24 
children presented with psychiatric disorders and 53 percent had a lifetime history of psychiatric 25 
illnesses; and 26 
 27 
Whereas, The majority of marriages among immigrant children occur after their arrival to the 28 
United States with only a minority being wed outside of the country; and 29 
 30 
Whereas, Statutory rape charges when young girls become pregnant may be avoided and have 31 
been motivation to encourage marriage between the offender and the girl; and 32 
 33 
Whereas, Delaware was the first state in the United States to ban child marriage with no 34 
exception based on the consideration that children under 18 are unable to file for divorce or 35 
seek shelter at a domestic violence shelter if needed; therefore be it36 
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RESOLVED, That our American Medical Association oppose the practice of child marriage 1 
(New HOD Policy); and be it further 2 
 3 
RESOLVED, That our AMA advocate for the passage of state and federal legislation to end the 4 
practice of child marriage. (Directive to Take Action) 5 
 
Fiscal Note: Modest - between $1,000 - $5,000    
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