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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolution: 221
(A-19)

Introduced by: American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists,
American Psychiatric Association, New Jersey, lllinois

Subject: Extending Medicaid Coverage to 12-Months Postpartum

Referred to: Reference Committee B
(Charles Rothberg, MD, Chair)

Whereas, Medicaid is the largest single payer of maternity care in the United States, covering
42.6 percent of births and playing a critical role inensuring healthy moms and babies'; and

Whereas, Medicaid is a women'’s health success story and.is the pathway to jobs and financial
stability for women and girls. Girls enrolled in Medicaid as children are more likely to attend
college, and Medicaid coverage duringspregnancy and a newborn’s first year of life increases

the likelihood that the child will experience upward mobility""; and

Whereas, Medicaid pregnancy coverage lapses at the end-of the month after 60-days
postpartum; and

Whereas, The postpartum period.is simultaneously a time of vulnerability and maternal health
risk, and a transitionperiod with often unmet maternal health needs™; and

Whereas, The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists emphasize the importance
of the “fourth trimester” and optimizing poestpartum care to improve maternal health outcomes
and support ongoing health and well-being"; and

Whereas, The United States is the only industrialized nation with a rising maternal mortality
rateVi: and

Whereas, A report from nine maternal mortality review committees estimated that more than 60
percent of maternal deaths are preventable'"; and

Whereas, Findings from state maternal mortality review committees reveal a growing number of
maternal deaths linked to cardiovascular disease, cardiomyopathy, and overdose and suicide,
with many of these deaths occurring during the postpartum period™; and

Whereas, Missouri was the first state to pass legislation extending Medicaid coverage to 12-
months postpartum for women in active treatment for a substance use disorder*; and

Whereas, The Texas Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Task Force recommended extending
Medicaid coverage to 12-months postpartum to ensure that “medical and behavioral health
conditions can be managed and treated before becoming progressively severe.*; and

Whereas, Legislation in several states, including Texas, lllinois, California, and New Jersey, has
been introduced in 2019 to extend Medicaid coverage to 12-months postpartum; and
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Whereas, Federal legislation has been introduced in 2019 to extend Medicaid coverage to 12-
months postpartum; therefore be it

RESOLVED That our American Medical Association support and actively work toward
enactment of state legislation, Section 1115 waiver applications, and federal legislation to
extend Medicaid coverage to 12-months postpartum. (Directive to Take Action)

Fiscal Note: Not yet determined

Received: 05/01/19
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