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THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOOIATIOﬁ
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calizing the hope that he might “so give
edings that a tair and full expression of
ber” might be secured, yet we need not
doubt his good intent.  Such blunders as forgetting to take the
nays, and deliberately deciding a speaker to be in order hetween
the yeas and nays, and a call for a division, were more than
equalled when real excitement rendered the body itself unpar-
liamentary, and he was evidently too amiable to be able to
secure the impartiality which bis heart desived.  Not much need
be said of Dr. Sayre, to whom he vacated the chair in the great
emergency. The chief question of interest before the Associa-
tion had reference to the admission of delegates from the Medi-
cal Society of the Alumni of Gieorgetown College, the National
Medical Socicty, the Howard Mediceal College, the Freedmen’s
Hospital, and the Small-Pox Hospital.

Tt is known to many of the profession that a difference of
opinion had arisen among the physicians of Washington, grow-
ing out of the rejection of colored physicians as members of the
Medical Society of the District of Columbia. Asa result of
iety had been formed, known as the National

These differences had evidently given risc to
1g between members of these different
the Association in so far as it became
its duty to decide who were duly-aceredited delegates. It was
not a question as between these two bodies, for our organization
admits of various representatives from the same district, but
only involved the investigation whether the various bodies above
named were entitled to that membership which most of them
had enjoyed before, and which with us could only turn on eligi-
bility, as defined by our constitution.

The animus of a large representation in the convention was
early shown by an attempt to exclude Dr. €. C. Cox from mem-
bership. His well-known ability, his commanding and unflinch-
ing opposition to the exorcism of certain men in the District of
(Columbia, and his heroic resistance to medical partisanship,
made him obnoxious to these who could neither rule nor ruin
him, and hence, notwithstanding he is throughout the country
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recognized as one of the chief ornaments of our seience and art
they sought to debar him from membership. The attempted’
ostracism proved a wretched failure, but its method and malig-
nancy were instructive. °
At the very outset there was evident on the part of some
members of the Committee on Ethics, to which this matter was
naturally referred, a disposition to delay report, which wholly
lacked the franlk, straightforward meeting of an issue which is
always due to such an organization and to such a respectable
number of medical men claiming admission. The questionl
before the committee involved the right of participation in a
convention actually proceeding, and to be closed in two or three
days, and concerned some who had been prominent members of
the body. It was due to justice, and due individually to them
that the case should reccive the promptest attention. Yet S(;
far from this, we find on the second day the committee “’rere
taking leisure, and, without report, had quietly adjourned for
several hours, and when called on in convention to give reason
it Sy b o n e to g oo b v
ler to give opportunity to two or
three members, who were also on the nominating committee, to
attend that body. Now it so happens that this nomimt’in
committee had to do with officers for 1871, and their 1‘;)orgt
would have been sufficiently early ten minutes before ad'oérn-
ment on Friday. Yet this accommodating ethical 0011)Jmittee
must adjourn for this, and having disposed ;f the little amount
of business before them, finally reach the one as to the right of
membership in the pending Convention, at the close of it; third
'imd next to its last day ! This Talleyrand policy may be shrewd,
t)l?lt]; éloct_;);sl t‘xi Sc Slssg (:;: :{;%2025, 31101;;] don’t ]i‘ke to bt_a hobd\.vinked
rights of sixty men?bers ‘;0 a slitt' a1t ooy IH.VOIVUIg i
: 1embers tc ting in a convention rapidly
}:as’amg away, ’E? its sine cgzc adjournment, then say so, and write
t Oﬁgjih :]6] (l)zv;tc\,v]‘z(l)llﬁqc:ﬁl :Ec{)ohtilc or shrewd, l?u‘t do not attempt
o ‘ yes and ears that diligence has been
At length the report is reached. That of the winority is pre-
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sented, signed by Doctors A. Stille and J. J. Woodward, and
thus condenses all argument into a statement of fact:

MINORITY REPORT.

The undersigned, members of the Committee on Bthics, while
subseribing to the greater portion of the report of the majority,
feel it their duty nevertheless to dissent from the final resolu-
tion recommending the exclusion of the members of the Na-
tional Medical Society of the District of Columbia from the

resent meeting of the Association. They offer, therefore, in
lien of that resolution, the following: .

Whereas the institutions excluded from representation by the
action of the Committee on Credentials, viz., the National Med-
ical Society, the Howard Medical College, the Freecdmen’s Hos-

ital, and the Smallpox Hospital, are regularly organized, as

the constitution of the Association requires; and whereas the
physicians so excluded are qualified practitioners of medicine,
who have complied with all the conditions of membership im-
posed by the Association ; and whereas, in the judgment of the
undersigned, no sufficient ground exists for the exclusion of
such institations and physicians from this Association : There-
fore—

Resolved, That the institutions above named are entitled to
representation, and that the physicians claiming to represent
them are entitled to seats in the American Medical Association.

ALFRED STILLE.
J. J. WooDWARD.

»

But the chairman of the cthical committee had a different
problem to solve, and with two others, making a majority of
one, proceeded to concoct its solution. Tt was fortunate for those
who believe in the color test for science, to have such a man in
position. n

With that kind of admiration which one feels for exccutive
tact, I have in former associations studied, as I would a “rara
avis,” this Thaddeus, who knows the quips and pranks of legis-
lative manipulation ; who, when he makes a point of order,
always, if he chooses, takes occasion to throw in the remarks
with which he desires to interrupt a speaker’s argument, and
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who, whether in the chair or out of it, I have never seen fail to
make an opportunity to turn a current or gain an advantage
even though it had to be done under the covert of professeci
parliamentary order. I havea kind of hero-worship for this
talented audacity, and the only criticism is that it should be
brought to bear on doctors, most of whom, although skilled as
to other insidious diseases, do not at once see but that the smooth
pretence is a necessity. The known facility with which, during
the long years of the war, he sandwitched himself between
Union and confederate batter, made him especially skillful and
natural in his present position.

How were these colored men who claimed admission to be
excluded, and yet it be made to appear that they were not ex-
cluded on the ground of color?

Nothing less than this would please or satisfy the southern
brethren and their sympathizers, and yet the thing was some-
what monstrous, and would need plausible excuse before others,

This Association had been formed avowedly as the great
sign-manual of demarcation Dbetswveen true, legitimate medicine
and the “irregulars”—not a mere social or local compact, but
as the great national idea of legitimate practice. Tt boasted
itself as exclusive only of the false in science and character, and
it seemed too great a slander on its avowed purpose and too big
a blot and too bold for this advance guard of regular medicine
aspiring to be the great papal of orthodoxy, to propose tests f'01,‘
membership totally irrelevant to capacity or character. .

To refuse to receive the delegates from the National Medical
Society would not reach the case, for there were colored dele-
gates presented from college and hospital, as representatives of
institutions before recognized, and which it could not be claimed
had been guilty of any irregularity.

But it so happened that these men were members of the Na~
tional Medical Society, and although not representing it, a reso-
lution like this would cover them :

Resolved, That the charges lodged with the Committee of

Arrangements against the eligibility of the National Medical
Society of the District of Columbia have been so far sustained
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that we recommend that “no member” of the Society should be
received as delegates at the present meeting of the Association.
N. 8. Davis,
H. F. AskEw,
J. M. KELLER.

Thus representatives of medical institutions, recognized “as
regularly organized,” as the constitution of the Association re-
quires, and qualified practitioners of medicine,  who have com-
plied with all the conditions of membership imposed by the
Association,” are refused admission on the ostensible ground
that, as belonging to the National Medical Socicty of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, they are ineligible!

I propose, therefore, carefully, candidly, and anxiously to
inquire what these charges, thus “lodged,” were, and in what
manner they were “so far sustained” before the Committee on
Ethics as not only to exclude that society from representation,
but prevent any member of it from representing a college or
hospital in which he might be professor, and from which he was
a delegate.

The following is the protest lodged with the Committee of
Arrangements agaivst the members of the National Medical
Society of the District of Columbia: "

Resolved, That the delegates representing the Medical Society
and the Medical Association of the District of Columbia, pro-
test against the admission of any delegate who is a member of the
so-called National Medical Society of the District of Columbia,
because said Society was formed in contempt of the organized
Medical Society, and has attempted, through legislative influ-
ence, to break down the Medical Society of the District of Col-

umbia, or of any faculty which is composed of any of the mem-

bers of said National Medical Society, or of any one a resident

of the District, and presenting credentials from any non-resident
society or of any hospital the medical staff of which recognized
or is in affiliation with the National Medical Society of the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

And be it further resolved, That the Committee of Arrange-
ments of the American Medical Association be requested to
withhold credentials to such persons, and to submit the question
of their admission to the American Medical Association.
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The above was adopted at a meéting of the delegates held
April 28, 1870.
TromAs MrLLer, M. D,
Chairman of Delegates, &e.
J. W. H. Lovesoy, M. D,

Secretary Meeting of Delegates.
Official copy :
C. F. NaLLY,
Secretary Committee of Arrangements.

Now, we saw and heard enough of charges and counter
charges among the contending physicians of Washington to
know that these must need be subjected to the test of thorough
serutiny and evidence in order to know whether they were real
or imaginary.

What evidence was adduced before this ethical.committee ?

What witnesses were called to explain or disprove these state-
ments ? ‘

What opportunity had the defendants not ouly to vindicate
themselves before the committee, but to show still further that
the Society of the District of Columbia making these charges,
although free from colored physicians, was itself guilty of a breach
of the ethics of the profession, as laid down by the Association,
gross and palpable ?

Tn the case of a contested seat in Congress, what voluminous
testimony is taken, what carc is cxercised in getting at real
facts; but how summary and grand is the antelope logic of our
committee! With brilliant somersault the three ¢ medical ethi-
cals” come bounding to the conclusion that the charges lodged
are so far sustained that at this present meeting a member of the
National Medical Society is not eligible!

No reasons further arc given, and as you search into the his-
tory of that ethical committee, it is in vain that you seek to find
any process of fair investigation that would stand even the mod-
erate tests of a primitive country court.

So we have the fact that a Committee on Ethics, whose sacred
business it is to secure to every regular physician, accredited
according to the Constitution of the Association, a membership
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in the body carly enough for participati.on in its Qelibemtion:,,
wilfully or neglectfully delay report until the‘clc'):?lfxg n;nmfx; 8
of the third day’s scssion, and then 1*efuse~adnnbsxon 0 (cfe-
gates from various bodies bec}ause of .then‘ men.uberslln}? ot a
Society against which not one of ‘t.he‘ ethical cpmnnt?e; d afu?s 0:
day to table any charge at all ‘aﬁectmg 'the ],ngheﬁt su serviency
to the principles of the American Medical As§oc1at10x§. _—
Be it remembered also that this very committee had 1e1p01 ed
favorably upon the admission of delegates from a Mais:%acl 1'u:sfztts
society against whom they reported that charges of med ;cav ulei—t
ularity ¢ had been sustained,” on the ground th:}t they (lmg
1ot to be excluded at this meeting, but allowed time for home
trial. Here they are carefully jealous of personal rlghtsf.e-w‘fen
in o flagrant case, while the whole band of honorable ph?'sll)cw:x;s
who happen forsooth to have two or three colored doctors beside
them, are most unceremoniously ignored. o
Resolve and re-resolve, manipulate ‘and re-manipulate afs yoi
may, the profession a8 well as thg 'la1ty kno.w that the 1erp(1n‘
with all its characteristic plausibility was aimed at the exelu
si he colored physieian. .
blo}l&'g\f\v’,t?teigotzo ]a’ze }to attempt to deal f\'rith that question b}i
side thrusts, or by any covert tactics, which attempt'to concea
the real point by technicalitics, and wh.at the profesgon nolw1 sg
generally complain of is that the commltf:ee should lewe evaf e
the real issue, and were willing to .sacrxﬁce'otl.lers in ordel1 :0
accomplish the object, and then wiping their 11}?s.uttemptec O(;
convey the idea that the rights of colored physicians Wcrg n
e |
H“'J(.‘) llx\aici;ras not scientific or professional manliness. I can brook
it that a man should honestly, frankly, avowedly (hﬁ’eL: from me,
but that he should try te tell me in such a case as this thalt tlzri\
action had, had no bearing on the medical sffxtus 1(')f 010”014:(0
graduates, is subjecting me to an amounnt of ¢ Gulliver™
- rance. '
n‘mrf‘lllleﬁ n\v((:)tlclmbefore that committee was plain and direct. Ilf
the admission of colored delegates Was a necessary result oflsu'c[{
a report as that of the minority, even those opposed to co c.ne
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members could not object, for the defect, if defect it was, would
plainly be in the constitution, and the committee could easily
place themselves upon the ground that the only question before
them was the eligibility of delegates as defined by the constitu-
tion. It was only by going out of this line and adopting a
plan by which to encompass and include the exigency, and so
pander to sectional taste that the report of the majority was
reached. If nccessary, we will at some future time show by
actual evidence in detail how utterly fragile and inconclusive is
the pretended basis of the majority report.  That phrase “so
far sustained ” as that no members be received at the present
meeting, is verbiage, which is merely an authorative, announced
conclusion without premises. :

We have spoken thus at length of the majority committee
because those who know of its chairman, know that really with
them rested the responsibility of the issue. The Association
itself, it is true, must suffer both from its own action and from
that of its legitimate exponents, but with the role carried out,
there was no opportunity to canvass the report. Its success
depended upon such rulings of the chair* as should make voters
out of those who were complainants in the case, and upon a
motion which should suppress debate. The winority report
being laid on the table, the majority was regarded as sustained,
and a scene of unparliamentary irregularity ensued that has sel-
dom been equalled since the Charleston convention, and never
on the floor of a scientific body. The scene itself, the actors in
it, the partisan spirit displayed, completed the proof] if any was
needed, that the negro question was the animus of all this pre-
tended cthics; and none knew hetter than the chairman of that
committee, how untrue this action was to the high and professed
intent of the organization of the Association, Hence, his effort
to perpetrate a pious fraud, which, while catering to the sympa-

*Dr. Sayre ruled that a report of a committee was in force before
the body to whom it was presented voted to aceept or reject it!
Hence the whole brood of delegates from the Distriet Society was
suffered to vote on their own admission. Was the conduct of the
temporary chairman the result af ignorgnge or willfulness ?

s
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hat has the American Medical Association done
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a confederacy, the escaped ones accept his services to shake down
the pillars of science also. It really scemed, as Dr. Mussey
remarked, that our good medical brethren had heard nothing of
what had transpired for the last ten years, except to get some-
how a prejudice which, if tenable in politics, ought not to be
transferred to the area of science.

Had T been a fifteenth-amendment politician, I could have
asked no better pyrotechnic display. It seemed as if the doc-
tors had just got ready to scintillate, and after Government and
States and religious bodies and all sorts of associations had
worked their way through, they walk into the old trap. In all
the war I did not see a more acute attack of judicial hardening.
I can conceive how men may dispute about the political status
of the negro; how, by reason of numbers and his ill-culture,
they may differ as to promiscuous citizenship, (for T myself am
of that opposing element ;) but when a man of certified compe-
tency and character knocks at the door of a great national asso-
clation, claiming to represent legitimate practice, and because of
his color a hody like ours goes manipulating about for some
excuse to keep the man out, it is too trivial and sad to record,
Why, that question was decided long ago. The equalities of
science are older than those of politics. The former docs not
involve the latter. Citizenship, at best, is a conferred thing,
but there is a kind of organic right which attainment gives that
has always in general scientific bodies entitled a duly-aceredited
delegate to recognition. T doubt whether, in the last fifty years,
a national scientific body has convened anywhere that would
have excluded a competent scientist on the ground of color, and
least of all should a medical man take such a stand. We have
enough to do to put down quackery and to vindicate the claims
of legitimate medicine; but if we go to consign to the list
of irregulars and Gentiles men of science because of national
prejudices, we are subjecting science to a test which is itself
more irregular than the direst eclecticism, We degrade not him
but ourselves by such breaches of that law of ethics which
indwells in science.

Here, in this local Society, no question of a social nature is

&
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‘volved, for it claims to represent medicine as a profession, as
inv s . led rofession, 45
seience and an art, in which the associative element is only sub
Jiary and inci scientifie 7 exclusive-

and incidental to the scientifie, and the only exclu

sidiar . ¢ 1
. able is that which excludes ignorance and worth-

1ess recognlz

legsness. . '
ial, cc ic il as this should allow
Oh, that such a genial, ccumenical council as tI

such a mite of a thing to disturb its cquilibriun?, to discharge
its catholicity, and to demonstrate a false .fouudatm{) ! .

Tt was my lot a few days since, ini the city .of‘ Phlla(']e'lphm,] to
pass a day in the great assembly of a prominent rehglou‘s de-
nomination of the country. Seattered over the house, amid six

’ e f s d ministers ; and
“hundred other delegates, were five or six colore nisters ; "
vet the decorum, the social clevation, themoral dignity, the

professional status of that body was in no wis’e disturl.)ed; and
even in southern assemblies the same construction obtains.

T could not but draw a mortifying contrast W?len I remem-
bered the seene at Washington, two weeks previous, and p'lt:v
the blind zeal of those who, in order to maintain a false‘ clm1 -
alry, were willing to follow tl.le Davis trfxck; and scgk a i?uncI ;
about pretence for the exhibition of partisan exclusw.elleaal.) N
is very late, and in very bad taste at this late hour, to degb
such manifestations in civil life, but such untamed fury bedau ‘s
and spatters far worse the robes of science and the grm?‘d t?%:(_l
of that liberal profession which asks no other t.est than c§1 1}
fied character and competency.” We cver will degrade both
our science and ourselves when we show. the \w‘/'o1'1'c1.t11at1 our
minds are capable of such narrow contr'ac»no})s an.d 1111.bera e‘{;
clusiveness as this ; and no wonder that in this trying with covej
hand to turn the dial of accomplished events backwm‘d,. we have
from Maine to San Francisco made ourselves the 00'02'1810? of til.e.
most pungent obloquy. Would that some good spirit :) Imaalz
could confine the fact within our own 1}at1011a1 bounds.- n 11
name of our professional science we beg that t%le mec%lca.l 1p.mt-
fession of America be not judged by this ill—a(?\vlsed miscond 1}1lcq
It is not American practice or medical se.ntn.nent thact 115 tb(il;
represented. The delegates from the DlStl‘l(‘]t of ‘ o' L?n” .1-;
were more than from all New England, and in other respects
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the profession was not represented. Let the responsibility re
where it belongs. He who has some claims as a chief fmyd1 CS”E
of .this Association has the best right to tear it down, and i;’n' N
doing, he falsifies its declared intent, and at the beh’eﬁ of ,tlln 5‘0
makes rubbish that cannot be covered up, let not thiso c;els
be th.rown into the eyes of the universal pro’fession. We refust
to ka. or to have our nostrils and lungs inflated b s;sle
adynamic air, nor will the profession of the United Stztes .
cep.t any such Association as its representative or mouth- i ac:
If it will not repudiate such management, American dplfc%
x\lrho stay flt.home, and work and think, andjhonor Ll;eir ?‘Zfiég
sion by giving it position as a science, and a practice l;n th
nelghb'orhood and States to which they belong, will repudiate 'te
and will not follow it, with free tickets ove?" Paciﬁclrailr‘o Il ,
.when the terminus is either stormy, wrangling over dac Si
issues, or feehle utterances as to real,intrinsaic % o anc
sues ‘ ! , scientific and
pxactwa'l questions of medicine, The Association has unhar
nessed 1'tself from its code of ethics, and until it read"ust mlci
Jefﬁnes itself, and shows such signs of vitality as r JI IS o
will be quick to discuss, its heag—c'entre“ ‘dyﬁ  fuglomen
must not complain if t.h,e fossi 5 e to o
o et loss mthority. profession hesitate to acknowledge it
If its e |
gardezltsizoﬁr;xefs‘uz;xiem:ﬁzile diimm]td, and its dictmr'l is. less re-
amongst the laborers, in mgdical zsie11tc(; alia\‘:'[ h?; Or’lllndlfferencc
because it is outstripped by societies of mjorezI p1’1in;;’131081? “21‘3‘1) .
ter talents, and has become more suggestive of ‘cll 1‘“ 5
garth than that of Sydenham. ot of o

M. D.

*N. 8. Davis.
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COLLECTANEA.

LECTURE ON DEATH FROM CHLOROFORM.
By Benjamiy W, RICHARDSON, M. D., F. R, S,

USRI

|From the T.ondon Medical Times and Gazette.

GexrreMEN: I am following, T believe, your own wishes,
in taking up death from chloroform as a subject for the present
course of lectures. The time is fitting for a carcful study of
the important question before us, for the deaths from ehloro-
form seem to be—I do not say they are—seriously on the in-
crease, and hearts of the boldest men are in some fear whenever
they summon the agent to their aid. Certain ascertained facts
respecting the caase of death from the agent are insufficiently
known, certain new facts admit of being added to what are
known already. Finally, certain conclusions require to be
arrived at as to the possibility or impossibility of making chlo-
roform so safe an agent that it shall maintain its place as the
chief instrument for the production of general anzsthesia,

We have work enough on our hands if we include in our
lahor some of these various subjects. Happily for usin this
place, secluded from the multitude, we can study the difficulties
we would have solved, with patience, quietude, exactitude. We
can read, in short, from nature, who, as Walter Lander tells us,

riever reveals herself to the crowd nor by sound of trumpet, but

of whom we must inquire with the simplicity of children, loolk-

ing earnestly in her face for the reply.

L
Tn the outset of our work I think it best we should honestly

admit this truth, that whatever our admiration may be of the
sclentific advancements which have in our day been made for
‘the relief of pain during surgical operations, we are bound to
season the admiration with the disagreeable knowledge that the



