
our vision for health system reform

no one said that achieving meaningful health system reform this year was going to  
be easy. But tackling the tough challenges is something the american medical  
association (ama) has been doing for 162 years.

the ama is the nation’s largest organization representing physicians from every  
state and nearly every medical specialty and the patients in their care.

We see firsthand the devastating effects of our broken health care system. 47 million 
uninsured people live sicker and die younger—and their ranks are growing every day. 
Physicians and patients have to fight with insurers to approve treatment—and then 
fight again for payment. Dedicated physicians are driven from the profession by the 
burdens of bureaucracy, astronomical medical liability premiums, and reimbursements 
that fail to cover practice costs.

that’s why the ama is committed to achieving health system reform that:
 Protects the sacred relationship between patients and their physicians,  

without interference by insurance companies or the government 
 Provides affordable health insurance for all through a choice of plans  

and eliminates denials for pre-existing conditions
 Promotes quality, prevention and wellness initiatives
 repeals the medicare physician payment system that harms seniors’  

access to care
 eases the crushing weight of medical liability and insurance  

company bureaucracy 

Physicians, patients, policymakers and others have found common ground on real 
health system improvements. Difficult issues must still be resolved. But it’s time for  
results, not rhetoric. it’s time to shift our focus from arguing about differences to  
working together to resolve them.

the status quo is unacceptable. america’s patients and physicians deserve better.  
the ama will press on until a better health system is a reality for all americans.

to learn more aBout the ama’s vision for  
health system reform anD to get involveD visit 

www.ama-assn.org/go/reform
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