American Medical Association Political Action Committee
Student Advisory Board
Application Deadline: November 15, 2010

The AMA created the American Medical Association Political Action Committee (AMPAC) in 1961 to strengthen the cause of organized medicine by making campaign contributions to medicine-friendly candidates running for the U.S. House of Representatives or U.S. Senate.  Over the years, AMPAC has expanded its focus to include political education and to encourage grassroots campaign participation among physicians and medical students.  It is one of AMPAC’s top priorities to enhance medical student understanding of the importance of AMPAC, thereby increasing their involvement in efforts to support pro-medicine candidates.

The AMPAC Student Advisory Board (SAB) was created to include the Medical Student Section (MSS) as an integral part of AMPAC, just as we are in the AMA.  The SAB is composed of 14 medical students- two from each MSS region- in addition to the AMA-MSS representative to AMPAC and the AMA-RFS representative to AMPAC.  The SAB appointment is one year in duration (December 2010-December 2011).  Fourth-year medical students are eligible to apply and, if selected, will continue their terms of SAB service into the first few months of their residency training.
The main goals and duties of the Student Advisory Board include:

1. AMPAC Comprehension

a. Educate the MSS on the relationship between the AMA and AMPAC, as well as the entire “grassroots” political process employed by the AMA and AMPAC.

b. Develop presentations that may be used by AMA-MSS Chapter Presidents and other leaders to increase awareness of AMPAC.

c. Complete projects regarding AMPAC’s support of specific candidates and its effect in Congress.

2. AMPAC Membership

a. Coordinate and implement the AMPAC Student Membership Initiative, a plan to increase medical student interest and membership in State PACs and AMPAC.

i. This includes the active recruitment of students from their state and region with a requirement of the active recruitment of 25 additional members per SAB member for the year.

b. Coordinate and implement the AMA-MSS Leadership Initiative, an initiative to increase MSS leadership membership in Capitol Club Gold and Silver levels.

3. Political Research

a. Conduct research on future physicians and their political ideas.

b. Conduct research on best methods for political and advocacy information dissemination.

Being part of the SAB is a unique opportunity for students to meet and work with the board members and staff of AMPAC and the state medical PACs. It is also a way for politically active medical students to meet one another and discuss medical political issues. This is very much a “working board,” and as such offers many opportunities for students to distinguish themselves and demonstrate their abilities.  SAB members often go on to serve on the AMPAC Board of Directors, an AMA Council, an MSS standing committee, or even the AMA Board of Trustees.  The SAB meets three times per year, at the Annual and Interim meetings as well as at Lobby Day.  Most business will be conducted via e-mail.  As a SAB member, you may also participate on all other AMA-MSS committees simultaneously.

The single most important qualification for appointment to the SAB is enthusiasm for and interest in AMPAC and political action.

Applications must be submitted by e-mail to mss@ama-assn.org by November 15, 2010.  All applicants and potential applicants are strongly encouraged to contact Heather Kaiser, the AMA-MSS representative on the AMPAC Board of Directors, at kaiserhe@email.uc.edu or (937) 477-0416. Questions, comments, and suggestions are always welcomed!

AMPAC Student Advisory Board (SAB) Application

Applicant must be an AMA member.  Submit all application materials via e-mail (mss@ama-assn.org) by November 15, 2010.
	Name:
	     

	Address:
	     

	E-mail:
	     
	
	
	Phone:      

	Medical school:
	     
	
	
	Expected graduation year:      

	
	

	Are you a 2010 AMPAC member?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Are you a 2010 member of your State Medical Society’s PAC?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Did you attend the 2010 MSS Lobby Day?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Initial here to acknowledge a commitment to attend the 2010-2011 Annual and Interim Meetings.       
Given that Advisory Board members will not be reimbursed for airfare and hotel, how do you plan cover these expenses (are you a Delegate, funded by your state, by your school, etc.)?

     
Please include the following documents with your application:

· A 1-2 page curriculum vitae focusing on your AMA, state society, and political experience, including meetings attended, educational experience, leadership positions held (if any), and any unique skills or perspective you would bring to the SAB.

· Response, totaling no more than 1/2 page, to one of the following questions. You can find more information about AMPAC at www.ampaconline.org.  Answers that propose specific and achievable action items are strongly preferred.

1. One goal of the SAB is to enhance medical student awareness of AMPAC and increase membership among the MSS.  How would you reach your membership quota for the SAB?  What specific steps or strategies should the SAB pursue to achieve this goal? 

2. What is the main reason why students should pay another $20 to become AMPAC members?  How would you convince students in your Region to meet that challenge?

3. One challenge of the SAB is educating the entire MSS on the political processes and actions taken by AMPAC.  What are some effective means by which the SAB can educate the MSS on a nationwide level, and distribute important political information?

