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May 18, 2004
AMA WELCOMES NEW IOM REPORT

REJECTING LINK BETWEEN VACCINES AND AUTISM
Good news for patients, physicians and the public health

Statement attributable to: 


Ron M. Davis, MD






AMA Trustee
“Today’s IOM report rejecting a causal relationship between the MMR vaccine and autism is good news for patients, physicians and the public health. Those who still remember the horrors of measles, mumps and rubella in the United States know that the importance of this immunization cannot be overestimated.
“The IOM report released today provides reassurance to patients and physicians, and will allow them to focus on other medical needs, safe in the knowledge that the vaccines they received are indeed safe and that mechanisms to monitor and ensure the continued safety of vaccines in the United States are working.
“The finding from the IOM rejecting a causal association between MMR vaccine and autism and rejecting a causal association between thimerosal-containing vaccines and autism are significant. While all formulations of vaccines administered to children younger than six years of age are now thimerosal-free, this finding will allow research funding to be appropriately channeled into the investigation of the actual causes of autism, a complex set of severe developmental disorders.  
“In general, vaccines protect children and adults from at least 14 different diseases that once were common in this country, and immunizations rank among the 10 most significant public health achievements in history.”
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