
Follow-Up on Implementation of Resolutions and Report Recommendations

AMA House of Delegates Interim Meeting - December 4-7, 2004

Report/Resolution
Title
House Action
Status

BOT Report  01-I-04
Representation of Specialty 
Recommendations in Board of 
Report 30 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates 

Societies in the AMA House of 
Trustees Report 1 Adopted as 
Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee F).

Delegates
Amended, Remainder of Report 

Filed

HOD Action:  Recommendations in BOT Report 30-A-05 Referred.

BOT Report 03-I-04
Prescription Drug Importation and 
Recommendations in Board of 
Rec 1,2:  The AMA has advocated to Congress on the adoption of safeguards for the

Patient Safety
Trustees Report 3 Adopted as 
 importation of prescription drugs legislation, as well as opposition to personal 

(Resolutions 215 and 222, 
Amended in Lieu of Resolutions 
importation of prescription drugs via the Internet. 

A-04)
901 and 905, Remainder of Report 


Filed
Rec 3:  The HHS Task Force on Drug Importation’s “Report on Prescription Drug 

Importation” was sent to Congress by HHS Secretary Tommy Thompson on 

December 21, 2004.  The AMA has reviewed this report and generally found it to 

be consistent with AMA Board of Trustees Report 3.  Like the AMA, the Task Force 

raised significant concerns about patient safety and drug importation, and it states 

that such issues must be adequately addressed before legalized importation of 

prescription drugs into the United States should be permitted.  In particular, both the 

AMA and the HHS Task Force call for:

•  Limiting prescription drug importation to “commercial” importation (i.e., by 

wholesalers and pharmacies); 

• Ensuring the integrity of the distribution system by requiring drug pedigrees with 

adequate documentation, limiting ports of entry and distribution channels, and 

allowing commercial importation only from licensed foreign wholesalers to 

authorized sellers in the United States (i.e., a “closed” distribution system); 

•  Prohibiting “personal” importation via the mail and courier services (note: most 

of these drugs are ordered via the Internet, currently);   

•  Requiring all drugs to meet FDA standards for safety and effectiveness, as well as

 all other FDA requirements for packaging, labeling and production in 

manufacturing sites that meet U.S. regulatory standards. 

•  Requiring imported prescription drugs to be dispensed only pursuant to a valid 

U.S. prescription based on an appropriate patient evaluation (i.e., history and 

physical examination) by a licensed practitioner (usually a physician); and 

•  Assuring effective oversight of any importation program (by FDA) and providing

 adequate government resources to protect American patients.

After reviewing the HHS Task Force Report, the AMA believes it is unnecessary to 

revise the recommendations to AMA Board of Trustees Report 3
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Report/Resolution
Title
House Action
Status

BOT Report 05-I-04
Hospital-Organized Medical Staff 
Referred
A Board of Trustees report on this subject will be prepared for consideration by the 

Relationship Principles
House of Delegates at its 2005 Interim Meeting.  The AMA and American Hospital 

Association has scheduled a meeting on August 9, 2005, to discuss revised 

principles.  If the revised principles are approved for distribution, they will be 

shared with the AHA's regional policy boards and the Federation.

BOT Report 08-I-04
Expert Witness in Medical Liability
Recommendations in Board of 
The COL revised its model legislation concerning expert witness qualifications to 

 Issues Qualifications and Code of 
Trustees Report 8 Adopted as 
include the requests embodied in 1. and 5. of the Board Report 8 as modified by the 

Conduct
Amended with Change in Title in 
House.  This model legislation was approved by the Board of Trustees during its 

(Resolution 3, I-03)
Lieu of Resolutions 601 and 605, 
April meeting.  The model legislation has been disseminated to the federation of 

Remainder of Report Filed
medicine by ARC staff.

BOT Report 09-I-04
Medical Staff Bylaws as a Contract
Recommendations in Board of 
The COL has revised its model legislation concerning medical staff bylaws as a 

 
Trustees Report 9 Adopted, 
contract, incorporating the recommendations of Board Report 9.  The COL’s 

Remainder of Report Filed
revisions were approved by the Board of Trustees during its April meeting.  ARC 

staff has disseminated the revised model to the federation of medicine.

BOT Report 11-I-04
Time Based Codes for Counseling 
Recommendations in Board of 
The AMA is developing education material to assist physicians in appropriately 

and Education
Trustees Report 11 Adopted, 
applying E&M codes.  The book under development will examine E&M 

Remainder of Report Filed
documentation from a quality of care perspective in addition to compliance.

BOT Report 12-I-04
Promoting a National Health Care 
Recommendations in Board of 
Rec 1:  The AMA is an active, ongoing participant in the national consensus-building

Forum
Trustees Report 12 Adopted as 
 activity, "Search for Common Ground/Health Care Coverage for the Uninsured."

(Resolution 131, A-04)
Amended, Remainder of Report 

Filed

Action completed.

BOT Report 13-I-04
State-Based Demonstration 
Recommendations in Board of 
The AMA has lobbied the Senate Finance Committee, the House Energy and 

Projects to Expand Health 
Trustees Report 13 Adopted as 
Commerce Committee and the House Ways and Means Committee to enact 

Coverage to the Uninsured
Amended, Remainder of Report 
legislation authorizing state-based demonstration projects, and other measures, to 

Filed
reduce the number of uninsured.  The AMA has endorsed H. Res. 215, introduced 

by Rep. Tom Price, MD (R-GA) which recommends that Congress move the 

Nation’s current health delivery system toward a defined contribution system.
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Report/Resolution
Title
House Action
Status

BOT Report 15-I-04
Specialty Hospitals and Impact on 
Recommendations 1-9 and 11-12 in
Report 22 of the Board of Trustees on Recommendations 1-9, 11 and 12 appears in 

Health Care
 Board of Trustees Report 15 
the Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Informational).

Adopted as Amended, 

Recommendation 10 Referred, 

Remainder of Report Filed

HOD Action:  Report 22-A-05 Filed

Report 9 of the Board of Trustees on Recommendation 10 appears in the 

Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Interim Meeting (Reference Committee L).

BOT Report 16-I-04
Speakers with the Right to Vote on 
Recommendations in Board of 
Report 1 of the Council on Constitution and Bylaws on this subject appears in the 

the Board of Trustees
Trustees Report 16 Adopted as 
Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee on 

Amended, Remainder of Report 
Amendments to Constitution and Bylaws).

Filed

HOD Action:  Recommendations in CC&B Report 1 Adopted, Remainder of 

Report Filed

BOT Report 17-I-04
Principles for Incident-Based Peer 
Referred
Report 23 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates 

Review and Disciplining at Health 
Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee G).

Care Facilities

HOD Action:  Referred for Decision

BOT Report 18-I-04
Medicare Patient Access to 
Recommendations in Board of 
The AMA-convened Physician Consortium for Performance Improvement is 

Implantable Morphine Pumps
Trustees Report 18 Adopted as 
scheduled in 2005 to select a set of physician performance measures for pain 

(Resolution 116, A-04)
Amended, Remainder of Report 
management, in collaboration with medical specialty society representatives and 

Filed
other experts in pain management.  The measures will promote appropriate pain 

management in patients with chronic pain, based on current clinical 

recommendations.  AMA is also leading the development of the 6th edition of the 

Guides to the Evaluation of Permanent Impairment which, when completed, will 

include updated recommendations on pain-related impairment, which in turn 

influences pain management.

BOT Report 19-I-04
Updated ACCME Standards for 
Recommendations in Board of 
Report 11 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates 

Commercial Support
Trustees Report 19 Adopted as 
Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee C).

Amended in Lieu of Resolutions 

830, Remainder of Report Filed

HOD Action:  Recommendations in Board of Trustees  Report 11 Adopted, 

Remainder of Report Filed

BOT Report 20-I-04
Liability Surcharges in Physicians 
Recommendations in Board of 
Report 27 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates 

Offices
Trustees Report 20 Referred
Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee B).

(Resolution 213, A-04)

HOD Action:  Recommendations in Board of Trustees  Report 27 Adopted with 

Change in Title, Remainder of Report Filed
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Report/Resolution
Title
House Action
Status

BOT Report 22-I-04
AMA 2005 Budget
Filed

No action necessary.

BOT Report 23-I-04
Specialty Society Representation in
Recommendations in Board of 
The American College of Cardiology, American College of Chest Physicians, 

 the House of Delegates - 5 Year 
Trustees Report 23 Adopted, 
American College of Emergency Physicians, American College of 

Review
Remainder of Report Filed
Gastroenterology, American College of Nuclear Medicine and American Medical 

Group Association all retained representation in the House of Delegates.  The 

National Association of Medical Examiners has a grace period of one year to bring 

itself into compliance to retain its representation.

BOT Report 24-I-04
Use of Physician and Patient 
Recommendations in Board of 
Meetings continue with the pharmaceutical industry to communicate the 

Prescribing Data in the 
Trustees Report 24 Adopted, 
importance of adhering to a physician prescribing opt-out.  We are proceeding with 

Pharmaceutical Industry
Remainder of Report Filed
defining the opt-out, along with contractual obligations of licensed users of AMA 

data.  Full implementation will take place sometime in 2006.

Report 17 of the Board of Trustees will be presented to the House of Delegates 

at the 2005 Interim Meeting (Informational).

BOT Report 25-I-04
Addressing and Preventing Sexual 
Recommendations in Board of 
The AMA has posted the AMA Guidelines for Preventing and Addressing 

Harassment in the Medical 
Trustees Report 25 Adopted, 
Harrassment in the Medical Profession on the AMA Web site.

Profession
Remainder of Report Filed
The report contents have been widely disseminated and incorporated into the WPC 

web site.

BOT Report 26-I-04
Update on Revision of CPT E&M 
Recommendations in Board of 
No action required

Codes and Development of Clinical
Trustees Report 26 Adopted as 

 Examples
Amended, Remainder of Report 

Filed

BOT Report 27-I-04
Internet Listing of Expert 
Recommendations in Board of 
Report 26 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates 

Trustees Report 27 Referred for 
Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee on Amendments to 

Report Back at A-05
Constitution and Bylaws).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in Board of Trustees  Report 26 Adopted, 

Remainder of Report Filed

BOT Report 28-I-04
United States Influenza Vaccine 
Recommendations in Board of 
Current collaboration with Partnership for Prevention, CDC, and other medical 

Supply:  Update and Future 
Trustees Report 28 Adopted, 
specialty societies on a Call to Action on Adult Immunization achieves both 

Directions for Adult Immunizations
Remainder of Report Filed
Recommendations 2 and 3.
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Report/Resolution
Title
House Action
Status

CC&B Report 01-I-04
American Medical Association 
Recommendations in Council on 
As recommended, procedures for the Minority Affairs Consortium participation in 

Minority Affairs Consortium
Constitution and Bylaws Report 1 
the HOD were developed and approved by the Board of Trustees.

Adopted, Bylaws Amended 

Accordingly, Remainder of Report 

Filed

CC&B Report 02-I-04
Constituent Association Delegate 
Recommendations in Council on 
Bylaws have been amended accordingly.

Apportionment – Grace Period
Constitution and Bylaws Report 2 

Adopted, Bylaws Amended 

Accordingly, Remainder of Report 

Filed

CC&B Report 04-I-04
Bylaws Change to Expand Criteria 
Recommendation in Council on 
Bylaws have been amended accordingly.

for AMA-YPS Membership
Constitution and Bylaws Report 4 

Adopted, Bylaws Amended 

Accordingly, Remainder of Report 

Filed

CC&B Report 05-I-04
Speaker and Vice Speaker as 
Amendment to Constitution 
Report 1 of the Council on Constitution and Bylaws on this subject appears in the 

Members of the Board of Trustees
Introduced and Deferred to 
Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee on 

A-05 for Final Action
Amendments to Constitution and Bylaws).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in CC&B Report 1 Adopted, Remainder of 

Report Filed

CEJA Report 01-I-04
Direct-to-Consumer Diagnostic 
Recommendations in Council on 
Report 3 of the Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs on this subject appears in the 

Imaging Tests
Ethical and Judicial Affairs Report 
Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee on 

1 Referred.
Amendments to Constitution and Bylaws).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in CC&B Report 3 Adopted, Remainder of 

Report Filed

CEJA Report 02-I-04
Discipline of Impaired Physicians 
Recommendations in Council on 
Resolution 2, I-03 not adopted.  No action required.

by CEJA
Ethical and Judicial Affairs Report 

(Resolution 2, I-03)
2 Adopted, Remainder of Report 

CEJA Report 03-I-04
Patient Privacy and Third Parties 
Recommendations in Council on 
Report 4 of the Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs on this subject appears in the 

to the Clinical Encounter
Ethical and Judicial Affairs Report 
Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee on 

(Resolution 8, A-03)
3 Referred
Amendments to Constitution and Bylaws).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in CEJA Report 4 Adopted, Remainder of 

Report Filed
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Report/Resolution
Title
House Action
Status

CEJA Report 04-I-04
Transplantation of Organs from 
Recommendations in Council on 
Report 5 of the Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs on this subject appears in the 

Living Donors
Ethical and Judicial Affairs Report 
Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee on 

4 Referred
Amendments to Constitution and Bylaws).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in CEJA Report 5 Adopted, Remainder of 

Report Filed

CEJA Report 05-I-04
Amendment to Opinion E-9.025, 
Recommendations in Council on 
Opinion filed.  No action required.

“Collective Action and Patient 
Ethical and Judicial Affairs Report 

Advocacy”
5 Adopted, Remainder of Report 

CLRPD Report 01-I-04
Bylaws Change to Expand Criteria 
Recommendations in Council on 
Bylaws have been amended accordingly.

for AMA-YPS Membership
Long Range Planning and 

(Resolution 1, A-04)
Development Report 1 Adopted, 

Remainder of Report Filed.

CME Report 01-I-04
Enforcement of ACGME Duty 
Recommendations in Council on 
A Council on Medical Education Report on this subject will be considered by the 

Hours Standards
Medical Education Report 1 
House of Delegates at the 2006 Annual Meeting.  A letter was sent to the 

Adopted, Remainder of Report Filed
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education and the Residency Review 

Committees notifying them of the House action.  The House action also has been 

transmitted to each medical school, residency program director, and directors of 

medical education at US teaching hospitals via the Medical Education Bulletin.

CME Report 02-I-04
The Implications of the Health 
Recommendations in Council on 
The AMA has lobbied the Senate Finance Committee, the House Energy and 

Care Personnel Delivery System
Medical Education Report 2 
Commerce Committee and the House Ways and Means Committee to enact 

Adopted, Remainder of Report Filed
legislation authorizing state-based demonstration projects, and other measures, to 

reduce the number of uninsured.  The AMA has endorsed H. Res. 215, introduced 

by Rep. Tom Price, MD (R-GA) which recommends that Congress move the 

Nation’s current health delivery system toward a defined contribution system.

The House action has been transmitted to each medical school, residency program 

director, and directors of medical education at US teaching hospitals via the Medical

 Education Bulletin.
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Report/Resolution
Title
House Action
Status

CME Report 03-I-04
Long-term Solutions to Medical 
Recommendations in Council on 
A Council on Medical Education Report on this subject will be considered by the 

Student Debt
Medical Education Report 3 
House of Delegates at the 2005 Interim Meeting.  A question was incorporated into 

Adopted as Amended, Remainder 
the latest Liaison Committee on Medical Education’s Part 2 Questionnaire.  An e-

of Report Filed
mail was sent to state medical societies informing them of the House action as well 

as encouraging them to work with the AMA to advocate at the state level for 

medical school funding.  The House action also has been transmitted to each 

medical school, residency program director, and directors of medical education at 

US teaching hospitals via the Medical Education Bulletin.

Rec 3:  Letters are under preparation to the House and Senate Appropriations 

Committees that advocate for increased funding for the National Health Service 

Corps Loan Repayment Program.

Report 3 of the Council on Medical Service on Recommendation 1 appears in the 

Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Interim Meeting (Reference Committee J).

REC 3:  The AMA sent letters to the Chairman and Ranking Member of the 

House Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies 

Appropriations Subcommittee (June 8, 2005) and the Chairman and Ranking 

Member of the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and 

Related Agencies Subcommittee (July 11, 2005).  These letters strongly 

advocated full funding for the National Health Service Corps.

CME Report 04-I-04
Non-physician “Fellowship” 
Recommendations in Council on 
The Council on Medical Education staff, with assistance from the AMA Advocacy 

Programs
Medical Education Report 4 
Resource Center staff, are developing informational materials for the public, state 

(Resolution 304, A-04)
Adopted, Remainder of Report Filed
licensing boards, policymakers, and payers regarding the training of physicians 

compared to the training of other health professionals, including the meaning of 

fellowship training.

The ARC continues to be actively involved in supporting the federation of 

medicine’s efforts to oppose inappropriate scope of practice expansions that 

threaten the health of the public.  ARC staff also continues to develop the Scope of 

Practice Partnership as a vehicle to protect the public from potential scope 

expansions that threaten public welfare.

CME Report 05-I-04
Medical Student Clinical Training 
Recommendations in Council on 
The Member Connect Survey was conducted in March 2005 on ACGME Duty 

and Education Conditions
Medical Education Report 5 
Hours; an “Advisory Committee” was formed; and now a study and survey is 

(Resolution 310, A-04)
Adopted, Remainder of Report Filed
rolling out on the impact of ACGME duty hours requirements on medical students, 

residents and attending physicians.  A recent study and survey went out May 13, 

and will continue through June.

A Council on Medical Education Report on this subject will be considered by the 

House of Delegates at the 2006 Annual Meeting.  The AMA representatives to the 

Liaison Committee on Medical Education were informed of the House action.  The 

House action also has been transmitted to each medical school, residency program 

director, and directors of medical education at US teaching hospitals via the Medical

 Education Bulletin.
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Report/Resolution
Title
House Action
Status

CME Report 06-I-04
Implications of the “Stark II” 
Recommendations in Council on 
The AMA sent a letter to CMS Administrator Dr. Mark McClellan to express our 

Regulations for Continuing Medical
Medical Education Report 6 
strong concern about language in the Interim Final Rule, Phase II (the Stark Rule).  

 Education
Adopted, Remainder of Report Filed
The language suggested that physicians would have to pay for CME programs.  In 

that letter, we emphasized the importance of free continuing medical education 

programs to maintain a standard of excellence for both physicians and patients.  We

 outlined suggestions for CME programs that would reduce administrative burdens 

on hospitals and eliminate the risk of program abuse.   The House action was 

transmitted to the continuing medical education community via the CPPD Report.

CMS Report 02-I-04
Medicare Cost-Sharing
Recommendations in Council on 
The AMA comment letter on the Medicare Advantage proposed rule strongly 

(Resolution 706, I-03)
Medical Service Report 2 Adopted 
advocated the need for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to 

in Lieu of Resolution 711, 
require that Medicare managed care plan enrollees and potential enrollees be 

Remainder of Report Filed
provided with clear information about coverage restrictions and cost-sharing 

requirements. In response, the Medicare Advantage final rule indicated that CMS 

will work with interested parties to determine how best to educate enrollees on 

financial liability matters.  The AMA underscored the importance of CMS requiring

 the provision of this information to Medicare Advantage enrollees and potential 

enrollees in testimony to the Practice Physicians Advisory Council (PPAC) and will

 continue to communicate AMA policy on this issue to CMS as implementation of 

the Medicare Modernization Act proceeds.

CMS Report 03-I-04
Reducing Prescription Drug Prices
Recommendations in Council on 
AMA staff took part in Annual Meeting of the PhRMA Law Section on April 21, 


Medical Service Report 3 Adopted, 
2005.  One of the slides conveyed AMA concerns about high pharmaceutical costs. 

Remainder of Report Filed.
 Also, when the two committees of the Boards (AMA and PhRMA) meet later this 

year, this will be a topic of discussion.

ARC staff has contacted state and national medical societies and encouraged these 

organizations to consult the resources specified in Recommendation 3.

CMS Report 04-I-04
Options for Implementing and 
Recommendations in Council on 
Policy.

Financing Tax Credits for 
Medical Service Report 4 Adopted 

Individually Selected and Owned 
as Amended, Remainder of Report 

Health Insurance
Filed
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House Action
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CMS Report 05-I-04
Private Sector Options for 
Recommendations in Council on 
The AMA Web site has information informing the public about the importance of 

Financing Long-Term Care
Medical Service Report 5 Adopted, 
becoming better informed about the possible future need for long-term care 

Remainder of Report Filed
services, and urging them to consider using HAS as a supplemental savings 

mechanism to cover the future provision of these services.

Rec 3:  The AMA has transmitted copies of reports and studies to the House Ways 

and Means Committee and the Senate Finance Committee illustrating the need for 

legislation containing targeted tax incentives that encourage individuals and families 

to save, invest and insure for their future long-term care needs.  In addition, letters 

are under preparation to these committees further advocating the AMA’s position.

Rec 4:  AMA sent correspondence to the BlueCross Blue Shield Association and to 

the America’s Health Insurance Plans notifying them of the AMA’s CMS Report.  

The AMA also held individual meetings with several national health plans 

addressing these issues.

CMS Report 06-I-04
Status Report on Medicare Review 
Recommendations in Council on 
The AMA has been closely monitoring the transition to the Medicare Administrative

Activities
Medical Service Report 6 Adopted 
 Contractors (MACs). We recently submitted information to CMS regarding their 

as Amended, Remainder of Report 
proposed MAC performance standards specifically noting the need for local access 

Filed
to Carrier Medical Directors and Carrier Advisory Committees, as well as local 

input on coverage determinations and local education efforts. We also asked CMS to

 reduce MAC enrollment timelines to 90 percent of applications processed within 30

 days and 99 percent within 60 days.  Additionally, AMA staff continue to express 

concerns to CMS on the efficiency and appropriate use of online technologies in 

provider enrollment and enumeration issues, and in a recent sign on letter asked 

CMS to conduct pilot tests on the new National Provider Identifier system.

The AMA continues to share with CMS concerns about contractor reform and 

the enrollment process.  GAO recently released a report which found that CMS’

 timetable for implementing the reforms is too aggressive.  The AMA is 

considering the GAO’s finding and will continue our discussions with CMS.
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CSA Report 01-I-04
Dextromethorphan Abuse
Recommendations in Council on 
Letter prepared for Lydia B. Parnes, Director, Bureau of Consumer Protection, 

Scientific Affairs Report 1 Adopted 
Federal Trade Commission addressing internet-based sales of bulk 

as Amended, Remainder of Report 
dextromethorphan.  AMA staff member is serving on an Advisory Panel for the 

Filed
Partnership for a Drug Free America which is addressing the abuse of non-

prescription (OTC) drugs such as dextromethorphan-containing cough and cold 

remedies, to assist on development of a national media campaign.  Communication 

with CHPA is ongoing.

Rec 1:  The AMA wrote to the Federal Trade Commission's Bureau of Consumer 

Protection and called for the FTC to take action against purveyors of bulk 

dextromethorphan who are selling the product to individuals, particularly those 

committing unfair or deceptive acts in conducting business over the Internet, given 

the increasing concern about the abuse of this product in our nation’s youth.

Rec 3:  Letters are under preparation to the House Energy and Commerce 

Committee and Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee 

advocating for legislation which would prevent the over-the-counter sale of 

dextromethorphan to individuals under the age of 18.

HOD Comp Cmte 01-I-
Report of the House Committee on 
Referred
A report is being submitted to the HoD by the House Committee on Compensation.

Compensation of the AMA 

General Officers

HOD Action:  HOD Compensation Committee Report Adopted at A-05.

RES 601-I-04
Court Appointed Impartial Expert 
Recommendations in Board of 
See BOT Report 8-I-04.

Witness
Trustees Report 8 Adopted as 

Amended with Change in Title in 

Lieu of Resolutions 601 and 605, 

Remainder of Report Filed

RES 603-I-04
Advance Health Care Directive
Adopted
Using our primary communications vehicles, including eVoice, AMA Federation 

News, and the Web site, the AMA has encouraged all physicians and their families 

to complete a Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care and an Advance 

Directive.

Res 3:  ARC staff has asked all state medical societies to alert the ARC if any of 

their respective states are having technical difficulties with their DPAHC/AD, and is

 making itself available to those medical societies requiring assistance.

Res 5:  The AMA continues to work with senior HHS officials to increase the 

government's efforts to educate the public about the importance of having a 

Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care and an Advance Directive.
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RES 605-I-04
Expert Witness Qualifications
Recommendations in Board of 
See BOT Report 8-I-04.

Trustees Report 8 Adopted as 

Amended with Change in Title in 

Lieu of Resolutions 601 and 605, 

Remainder of Report Filed

RES 607-I-04
Ethics of Physician Participation in
Adopted
A Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs Report on this subject will be prepared for 

 Reality Television for 
consideration by the House of Delegates at the 2005 Interim Meeting.

Report 2 of the Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs on this subject appears in 

the Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Interim Meeting (Reference Committee on

 Amendments to Constitution and Bylaws).

RES 609-I-04
Unrealistic Expectations from 
Substitute Resolution 609 Adopted 
The AMA has opposed the current practice of presenting plastic surgery on TV as 

Plastic Surgery Television
with Change in Title
an easy simple solution to the myriad problems that patients may or may not have.

RES 610-I-04
Physicians and Clinical Trials
Adopted as Amended
Preliminary discussions held with representatives of industry, academia, and 

clinical investigators to establish essential background information on the issue of 

clinical trial agreements and publication rights.

CSAPH to review new guidelines developed by AAMC on this issue and to 

recommend appropriate AMA action.

RES 611-I-04
Membership on RVS Update 
Adopted as Amended with Change 
For nominees to the CPT Editorial Panel, information on percent of time in clinical 

Committee (RUC) and CPT Coding
in Title
practice is presented to the AMA Board of Trustees.

 Committee
When specialty societies are asked to nominate an individual to serve on the RUC, 

the AMA requests the specialty societies nominate an individual that is currently 

engaged for a substantial portion of their professional activities with the practice of 

medicine either in active patient care or closely-related activities.

RES 613-I-04
AMA Board of Trustees 
Referred
A report is being submitted to the HoD by the House Committee on Compensation.

Compensation for the Medical 

Student and Resident/Fellow 

Members

HOD Action:  HOD Compensation Committee Report Adopted at A-05.

RES 616-I-04
Strengthening AMA Foundation 
Referred
Report 36 of the Board of Trustees will be considered by the Board of Trustees at 

and State Foundation Scholarship 
the June 2005 meeting, with a subsequent report to the House of Delegates at the 

Programs
2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee F).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in Board of Trustees Report 36 Adopted, 

Remainder of Report Filed
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RES 617-I-04
Expanding and Promoting State 
Referred
Report 36 of the Board of Trustees will be considered by the Board of Trustees at 

Medical Society Scholarship 
the June 2005 meeting, with a subsequent report to the House of Delegates at the 

Programs
2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee F).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in Board of Trustees Report 36 Adopted, 

Remainder of Report Filed

RES 701-I-04
Risk Management Related to the 
Adopted
AMA sent correspondence to the BlueCross Blue Shield Association and to the 

Administrative Side of Care
America’s Health Insurance Plans notifying them of the AMA’s Resolution.  The 

AMA also held individual meetings with several national health plans addressing 

these issues.

AMA continues to work with and follow legislative proposals and activities of 

organizations promoting alternative dispute resolution proposals.

RES 703-I-04
Medicaid Reform and Coverage 
Adopted as Amended
 A Council on Medical Service report on Resolved 2  will be prepared for 

for the Uninsured:  Beyond Tax 
consideration by the House of Delegates at  the 2005 Interim Meeting.

Res 3:  A report of the Council on Medical Service will be prepared on this subject 

for the 2005 Interim Meeting.

Report 3 of the Council on Medical Service on the second resolve of Resolution 

703-I-04 appears in the Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Interim Meeting 

(Reference Committee K).

Report 1 of the Council on Medical Service on the third resolve of Resolution 

703-I-04 appears in the Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Interim Meeting 

(Reference Committee J).

RES 705-I-04
Deductibility of Medical Student 
Adopted with Change in Title
The AMA has lobbied both the House Ways and Means Committee and the Senate 

Loan Interest
Finance Committee to enact legislation that would provide 100% tax deductibility of 

medical student loan interest on federal and state income tax returns.  Letters are 

under preparation to both Committees advocating the AMA’s position.

The AMA continued to lobby the House Ways and Means and Senate Finance 

Committees on this issue.  Both committees declined to enact such legislation.  In 

addition, they both deferred to the House Education and the Workforce and 

Senate Help, Education, Labor and Pensions Committees which have been 

considering reauthorization of the Higher Education Act.

RES 708-I-04
State Support of Public Medical 
Adopted as Amended
At its January 2005 meeting, the Council on Legislation instructed staff to monitor 

School Education
activity in the states and provide assistance to state medical societies faced with 

proposals for restrictions.  Staff is currently putting together advocacy materials 

(e.g., legislative talking points) for distribution to state legislators by medical students

 and state medical societies to implement the aims of Resolution 708.  The AMA 

Government Relations Advocacy Fellow (GRAF) has been actively involved with 

this issue and has communicated AMA activities to the Medical Student Section.

AMA GRAF continuing to communicate AMA activities to the Medical Student 

Section.
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RES 709-I-04
Secure National Vaccine Policy
Adopted as Amended
The AMA continues to partner with the CDC on ensuring that vaccines are available

 in the US.  We are working with the CDC on ideas to improve manufacturer entry 

into the vaccine manufacturing field.

RES 710-I-04
Liability Protection for Adult 
Referred for Report Back at A-05
Report 10 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates 

Vaccines
Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee B).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in Board of Trustees Report 10  Adopted, 

Remainder of Report Filed

RES 711-I-04
Structuring Health Insurance 
Recommendations in Council on 
See CMS Report 2-I-04.

Benefits to Moderate Costs and 
Medical Service Report 2 Adopted 

Improve Access
in Lieu of Resolution 711, 

Remainder of Report Filed

RES 712-I-04
Fair Payment for Professional 
Referred
Report 18 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates 

Liability Insurance
Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee A).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in Board of Trustees Report 18 Adopted, 

Remainder of Report Filed

RES 713-I-04
Congress Repeal 38 USCS §1715, 
Adopted
At its January 2005 meeting, the Council on Legislation recommended approval of 

Thus Allowing Veterans Health 
draft federal legislation that would repeal current law that allows smoking in VA 

Administration Health Facilities to 
health facilities.  Repealing this provision would allow VHA health facilities to 

Develop Smoke-Free Campuses
develop completely smoke-free campuses.  The Board of Trustees approved the 

draft legislation at its April 2005 meeting.  AMA will advocate for inclusion of this 

legislation in future VA bills.

RES 714-I-04
Influenza Vaccine Orders from 
Adopted as Amended; Resolves 1-3
The AMA is continuing to work closely with the CDC and the Partnership on group 

Physicians (MDs and Dos)
 Deleted
purchasing arrangements and other ways of making it more affordable for 

physicians to immunize their patients against influenza.  The AMA has had 

numerous discussions with Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 

the Partnership for Prevention about making adult vaccines, especially influenza 

vaccine, more affordable for patients and physicians.  The "Call to Action" on 

strengthening adult immunization that will be issued by the Partnership for 

Prevention this spring, and endorsed by the AMA, calls for a public-private 

partnership to replicate among adults the improvements that have been made in 

childhood immunization rates.

RES 716-I-04
Equal Access to Centers for 
Policy H-335.973 Reaffirmed in 

Medicare and Medicaid Services 
Lieu of Resolution 716

Code Changes
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RES 717-I-04
National Provider Identification
Adopted
The AMA is an active part of a small workgroup on NPI implementation, which 

also includes AHA and MGMA.  This workgroup drafted a letter to the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services to reduce confusion, limit physician costs, and 

proactively meet and solve problems as they emerge during the transition to NPI. 

We also led the effort to have numerous specialties sign on to this letter. 

Additionally, the AMA has had numerous conversations with key CMS staff 

regarding the importance of maintaining the privacy of physician NPI information. 

CMS intends to issue a proposed rule this fall regarding the use of NPI data. The 

AMA will continue to work with CMS to ensure physician privacy and ability to 

care for patients is protected.

The AMA has continued its discussion with CMS on NPI.  CMS now intends to 

issue the proposed rule during the beginning of 2006.

RES 718-I-04
Criminalization of Physician 
Adopted with Change in Title
Report 28 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates 

Departure from Guidelines and 
Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee E).

Standards

HOD Action:  Recommendations in Board of Trustees Report 28 Adopted as 

Amended, Remainder of Report Filed

RES 721-I-04
Support for Coverage of the 
Adopted as Amended
The AMA has informed CMS officials in meetings on payment policy of its support 

Consultation by a Physician Prior 
for Medicare coverage of the consultation in advance of a colonoscopy.

to Screening Colonoscopy
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RES 723-I-04
Medical Research Publishing 
Referred for Decision with Report 
Report 14 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates 

Proposal from NIH
Back
Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee F).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in Board of Trustees Report 14 Adopted, 

Remainder of Report Filed

AMA submitted comments in the form of a letter to Dr. Zerhouni, Director, NIH

 (dated 11/16/2004), concerning NIH’s” Notice of Enhanced Public Access to NIH

 Research Information.”  The comments focused on the value of the current 

publication process, the importance of respect for copyright law, and opposition 

to a central government repository of research articles.   The comments also 

stressed that publishers such as the AMA already make much of their research 

material available online either for free or for a modest charge.  For example , 

AMA offers all research articles published in JAMA free on the JAMA website 

six months after publication no matter how they are funded.  The comments also 

stressed that the NIH proposal does not address how to help patients and their 

families interpret the complex science reported in journal articles.  It was 

pointed out that the JAMA weekly patient page, that is linked to an article in that 

issue, is written specifically for the public, and clinicians are encouraged to 

provide free copies to their patients.  The comments also summarized the large 

investment made by publishers in organizing and making scientific literature 

available in a timely and efficient manner.  The comments specifically 

recommended that the NLM continue to receive abstracts in the PMC archive, 

with the abstracts linked to publisher sites.  Articles should continue to reside on 

the publishers’ site.  Subsequent to transmittal of this letter, AMA staff 

reiterated the AMA position through professional publishing organizations such 

as the Association of American Publishers, the International Association of 

Scientific, Technical, and Medical Publishers and the American Medical 

Publishers Association.  These activities are ongoing.

RES 726-I-04
Support for the Inclusion of the 
Adopted
AMA sent correspondence to the BlueCross Blue Shield Association and to the 

Benefit for Screening for 
America’s Health Insurance Plans notifying them of the AMA’s Resolution.  The 

Colorectal Cancer in all Health Plans
AMA also held individual meetings with several national health plans addressing 

these issues.

RES 728-I-04
Physician Taxes
Adopted
The AMA is a member of a coalition of medical societies that has been formed to 

oppose the imposition of physician/provider taxes, and is supporting the lobbying 

activities of the coalition to oppose physician-taxation bills in state legislatures.  

AMA staff also coordinated conference calls between coalition members and 

lobbying staff of state medical associations in states where legislatures are 

considering provider-tax bills.  This coordination is intended to ensure an integrated 
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RES 729-I-04
Federal Student Loan Program 
Adopted
Res 1:  AMA staff are reviewing the structure of the federal student loan and loan 

Interest Rates
consolidation programs, including a review of related GAO materials.

While the AMA staff was conducting a review of the structure of the federal 

student loan and loan consolidation programs, including a review of related GAO 

materials, the House and Senate committees began working on their legislation.  

In addition, both committees are preparing legislation to reduce student loan 

outlays as a part of the FY 2006 budget reconciliation process.  Meanwhile, 

Congress has temporarily extended the Higher Education Act through December

 31, 2005.

Report 13 of the Board of Trustees on this subject was included in the House of 

Delegates supplemental Handbook mailing (Informational).

RES 730-I-04
National Health Information 
Adopted as Amended
The AMA commented on a HHS Request for Information regarding development 

Technology
of a National Health Information Network (NHIN).  The comments focused on the 

goal of interconnecting clinicians and how widespread interoperability of health 

information technologies and health information exchange can be achieved.  The 

comments also stressed the need for incentives and/or funding to increase physician

 adoption of various health IT systems.  In addition, the AMA Council on Medical 

Service met with National Health Information Technology Coordinator Dr. Brailer 

to discuss similar issues and the AMA convened Physician Consortium for 

Performance Improvement hosted senior ONCHIT staff at its spring meeting to 

discuss the intersection of Health IT and quality improvement.  The AMA 

discussion with ONCHIT staff are ongoing.

The AMA continues to work closely with ONCHIT on priority issues, including 

the response to Katrina and the creation of the American Health Information 

Community.

RES 803-I-04
Children and SSRI Antidepressants
Adopted
Report 10 of the Council on Scientific Affairs on this subject will be presented to the 

House of Delegates at the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee E).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in CSA Report 10 Adopted, Remainder of 

Report Filed

RES 804-I-04
Stop Trial by Health Insurers
Adopted as Amended
AMA sent correspondence to the BlueCross Blue Shield Association and to the 

America’s Health Insurance Plans notifying them of the AMA’s Resolution.  The 

AMA also held individual meetings with several national health plans addressing 

these issues.

PSA, through its various communication vehicles, has alerted the Federation to this 

problem.  Through its Model Managed Care Contract will alert physicians to this 

issue as contracts with these provisions are encountered.
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RES 805-I-04
Published Reimbursement 
Adopted as Amended
ARC staff has sent a letter to the National Association of Insurance Commissioners 

Schedules by Private Insurers
to implement Resolution 805.  Pursuant to this letter, the National Association of 

Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) has invited the AMA to testify at the NAIC’s 

June meeting about the specific issues raised by Resolution 805.

RES 808-I-04
Hospital, Ambulatory Surgery 
Adopted as Amended
The establishment of AMA policy for disposition of concerning credentialing 

Facility, Nursing Home, or Other 
records following closure of health care facilities was communicated to the OMSS 

Health Care Facility Closure:  
representatives and posted on the AMA's Web site.

Physician Credentialing Records

RES 809-I-04
Pain Management
Adopted as Amended
The AMA-convened Physician Consortium for Performance Improvement is 

scheduled in 2005 to select a set of physician performance measures for pain 

management, in collaboration with medical specialty society representatives and 

other experts in pain management.  The measures will be published and 

disseminated with appropriate educational information on pain management, 

including clinical recommendations from current clinical practice guidelines.  The 

clinical recommendations will cover various important aspects of pain 

management, including the appropriate prescribing of pain medication.

The second resolve is being implemented together with Resolution 836, by which 

the AMA, in conjunction with the American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA), 

met with DEA staff to seek clarification on the interim policy statement issued by 

the Agency.  The AMA was represented by Board of Trustee member, Rebecca 

Patchin, MD, as well as Dr. Maves and other AMA staff.  On March 21, 2005, the 

AMA and ASA submitted joint comments to the DEA as a follow up to this meeting 

and in response to the Agency’s “Solicitation of Comments on Dispensing of 

Controlled Substances for the Treatment of Pain.”  It is anticipated that the DEA will

 provide further guidance upon completing its review of these comments.

RES 810-I-04
JCAHO “Do Not Use” 
Adopted
Letter sent to JCAHO requesting a written response.

Abbreviations

JCAHO “Do not Use” Abbreviations—The AMA participated in the JCAHO 

National Summit on this topic.  Representatives from over 50 organizations 

strongly supported maintaining the current list of “do not use” abbreviations.  A 

subsequent field review, with over 5,000 organizations and individuals responding, 

also supported this position.  In May of 2005, the JCAHO Board affirmed the 

current list of “do not use” abbreviations but deleted an existing requirement for 

organizations to identify three additional “do not use” identifications of its own 

choosing.
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RES 818-I-04
Modernization of Medical 
Referred
A Council on Medical Education Report on this subject will be considered by the 

Education Assessment and Medical
House of Delegates at the 2006 Annual Meeting.

 School Accreditation

RES 819-I-04
Pilot Studies of E&M Clinical 
Substitute Resolution 819 Adopted 
The AMA is working to educate physicians on the use of E&M codes.  We have 

Examples and Peer Review of 
as Amended
organized an educational session at the Annual Meeting 2005 to update delegates on 

Outliers
current and new practices of the HHS Office of Inspector General and the CMS 

Program Integrity Group.  In addition, discussions with Advocacy staff indicate that

 the AMA has worked with Program Integrity on a review of audit practices 

including the new Audit Recovery Contractors.  Advocacy may have engaged in 

other activities as well.

Res 1,3,4:  The AMA has had numerous discussions with HHS officials regarding 

the resolution.  As a result, CMS is currently revisiting its' policies regarding the 

auditing of evaluation and management codes.  CMS is also developing educational 

materials to help clarify the audit process for physicians.  The AMA will continue 

an active dialogue with CMS and the OIG to ensure that federal audits of physicians 

are conducted as fairly and equitably as possible.

Res 5,6:  The AMA has lobbied the Senate Finance Committee, House Energy and 

Commerce Committee, and House Ways and Means Committee, for legislation 

requiring CMS, the OIG and third party carriers, to conduct Medicare and Medicaid

 audits in a fair manner with recognition that E&M code level assignment is 

imprecise.  The AMA has also lobbied these committees for legislation that would 

limit CMS, the OIG and third party carriers from using spurious claims of fraud as a

 means of putting physicians in seriously compromised positions.

The AMA continues to have a great deal of interaction with CMS on audits.  In 

particular, we are focusing on the Recovery Audit Contractors (RAC) 

demonstration project to ensure that the demo goes forward as equitably as 

possible for physicians.  As a result of discussions with the AMA, CMS is not 

allowing the RACs to audit E&M codes.

RES 820-I-04
Patient-Delivered Partner Therapy
Referred
Report 9 of the Council on Scientific Affairs on this subject appears in the Delegates

 Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee E).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in CSA Report 9 Adopted, Remainder of 

Report Filed

RES 823-I-04
Health Insurance Company 
Adopted
Following each AMA meeting, Private Sector Advocacy sends letters to BC/BS and 

Practice of “Brown Bagging”
to America’s Health Insurance Plans, the two organizations that represent almost all 

insurers of Americans in the private sector.  In the letters after I-04, Res 823 was 

included with a request for a meeting on the subject of “brown bagging.” The 

request has been made and it is now in the court of the insurers.  Our DC office is in 

talks with ASCO and other specialties on this and other issues.
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RES 825-I-04
Adolescent Sexual Activity
Adopted as Amended
Communication sent in March to all state medical societies informing them of the 

policy requirement that all health care professionals “know their state laws and 

report cases of sexual abuse to the proper authority in accordance with those laws, 

after discussion with the adolescent and/or parent as appropriate” for cases in which

 adolescent sexual activity has been reported.

The letter stated that an informative resource that addresses this and related issues is

 available from the Center for Adolescent Health and Law (CAHL).  The 

monograph is titled State Minor Consent Laws: A Summary, 2nd ed. (2003) by 

Abigail English and K E Kenney and shared the fact that it can be order on-line 

(www.cahl.org) or by calling the Center at 919/968-8850.

Res 1:  House policy.  No further action necessary.  

Res 5:  At its January 2005 meeting, the Council on Legislation recommended that 

the AMA support draft federal legislation to assure confidentiality of medical 

communication between adolescents and their physicians.  The Board of Trustees 

approved the draft legislation at its April 2005 meeting.

RES 827-I-04
JCAHO Sentinel Event Alerts
Adopted as Amended
A letter was written to the JCAHO requesting written response to AMA.

JCAHO Sentinel Event Alerts – JCAHO does not develop or approve practice 

parameters.  The recent awareness Sentinel Event Alert was vetting with the 

ASA and AANA.  Additionally, the recommendations in the alert were drawn 

from refereed articles in the anesthesiology literature.

RES 830-I-04
ACCME 2004 Updated Standards 
Recommendations in Board of 
See BOT Report 19-I-04.

for Commercial Support
Trustees Report 19 Adopted as 

Amended in Lieu of Resolution 830,

 Remainder of Report Filed

RES 831-I-04
Initial State Licensure
Adopted
A letter was sent to the Federation of State Medical Boards with a copy to the state 

licensing boards notifying them of the House action.  The House action also has 

been transmitted to each medical school, residency program director, and directors 

of medical education at US teaching hospitals via the Medical Education Bulletin.

RES 833-I-04
Legal Injunction on Medical 
Referred for Decision
See attachment to this report -- Items Referred for Decision

School Tuition Increase
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RES 834-I-04
Abstinence-Only Education and 
Adopted as Amended
Letters to the House and Senate Appropriations Committees are under preparation 

Federally-Funded Community-
which will advocate for federal funding of comprehensive sex education programs 

Based Initiatives
that stress the importance of abstinence in preventing unwanted teenage pregnancy 

and sexually transmitted infections, and also teach about contraceptive choices and 

safe sex and oppose federal funding of community-based programs that do not 

show evidence-based benefits.

RES 835-I-04
Fourth Tier Pharmaceutical 
Adopted as Amended
Res 1:  A report of the Council on Medical Service will be prepared on this subject 

for the 2005 Interim Meeting.

Res 2:  AMA sent correspondence to the BlueCross Blue Shield Association and to 

the America’s Health Insurance Plans notifying them of the AMA’s Resolution.  

The AMA also held individual meetings with several national health plans 

addressing these issues.

Report 2 of the Council on Medical Service on this subject appears in the 

Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Interim Meeting (Reference Committee K).

RES 836-I-04
DEA Regulations and the Ability of
Adopted
Res 1,3:  The DEA has responded positively to our request for an ongoing dialogue, 

 Physicians to Prescribe Controlled
and the AMA has had a number of meetings with the DEA on this issue. 

 Medication Rationally, Safely, and
Additionally, the AMA and the American Society of Anesthesiologists responded 

 Without Undue Threat of 
jointly to a DEA Federal Register publication seeking feedback on this issue and 

Prosecution
expressed concern that restrictions still may limit a physician's ability to 

appropriately prescribe controlled substances. We will continue to work with the 

DEA to strike the right balance between patient needs and government oversight.

Res 2:  The AMA, in conjunction with the American Society of Anesthesiologists 

(ASA), met with DEA staff to seek clarification on the interim policy statement 

issued by the Agency.  The AMA was represented by Board of Trustee member, 

Rebecca Patchin, MD, as well as Dr. Maves and other AMA staff.  On March 21, 

2005, the AMA and ASA submitted joint comments to the DEA as a follow up to 

this meeting and in response to the Agency’s “Solicitation of Comments on 

Dispensing of Controlled Substances for the Treatment of Pain.”  It is anticipated 

that the DEA will provide further guidance upon completing its review of these 

comments.

The DEA recently issued a clarification.  The AMA and the specialty societies 

are working on a response.
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RES 837-I-04
Opposition to CMS Elimination of 
Adopted
The AMA submitted a comment letter strongly opposing the Centers for Medicare 

ASC Payments
and Medicaid Services (CMS) proposal to eliminate Medicare payment for 100 

procedures performed in ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs), and also circulated a 

joint comment letter that was signed by 29 national medical specialty societies and 

other leading national medical organizations in addition to the AMA.  The final 

changes to the Medicare ASC list were issued by CMS in May and, instead of 

deleting 100 codes as originally proposed, CMS is only deleting five codes. CMS is 

also adding 65 codes to the ASC list. These changes will be effective for services 

provided on or after July 5, 2005.

RES 901-I-04
Prescription Drug Reimportation 
Recommendations in Board of 
See BOT Report 3-I-04.

From Canada
Trustees Report 3 Adopted as 

Amended in Lieu of Resolutions 

901 and 905, Remainder of Report 

Filed

RES 902-I-04
USA Patriot Act
Referred
Report 29 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates 

Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee B).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in Board of Trustees Report 29 Adopted with 

Change in Title, Remainder of Report Filed

RES 905-I-04
Support Drug Reimportation
Recommendations in Board of 
See BOT Report 3-I-04.

Trustees Report 3 Adopted as 

Amended in Lieu of Resolutions 

901 and 905, Remainder of Report 

Filed

RES 909-I-04
US Medical Liability Crisis and the 
Referred
A Council on Medical Education Report on this subject will be considered by the 

Impact on Clinical Medical 
House of Delegates at the 2005 Interim Meeting.

Education

Report 2 of the Council on Medical Education on this subject appears in the 

Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Interim Meeting (Reference Committee L).

RES 910-I-04
Replacement of Sustainable 
Resolution 910 Adopted in Lieu of 
The AMA has continued an aggressive campaign to stop projected Medicare 

Growth Rate System
Resolutions 913 and 917
physician payment cuts.  See BOT Report A-05.
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RES 912-I-04
Access to Asthma Medication at 
Substitute Resolution 912 Adopted
The COL drafted model legislation that would ensure that children could carry and 

School
self-administer asthma metered-dose inhalers.  This model legislation was approved

 by the Board of Trustees at its April meeting and has been distributed to state 

societies, with the intent/urgency of language communicated accordingly.

RES 913-I-04
Repeal and Replace the CMS 
Resolution 910 Adopted in Lieu of 
See Resolution 910-I-04.

Medicare Payment Formula’s 
Resolutions 913 and 917

Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR) 

System for Updating Physician 

Services Payments

RES 914-I-04
Use of Countersuits to Discourage 
Substitute Resolution 914 Adopted
AMA Litigation Center is assisting on one such matter.

Frivolous Lawsuits

RES 916-I-04
Medicare Part D Guidelines
Substitute Resolution 916 Adopted
The AMA is continuing to advocate that implementation of the new Medicare Part 

D drug benefit adhere to the AMA Principles of a Sound Drug Formulary System.  

The final rule on the Part D benefit requires prescription drug plans to adhere to the 

AMA Principles or American Society of Health System Pharmacist best practices. 

 Concerns expressed by the AMA and others have succeeded in heightening the 

Administration's concern about the adequacy of the Part D formularies to such a 

degree that CMS agreed to review each plan's formulary individually to make sure 

that they will meet patients' needs.  Although the law and its implementing 

regulations adhere to the underlying requirement that formularies cover at least two

 drugs in each class, there are some diseases for which CMS will require coverage 

of all drugs deemed appropriate by treatment guidelines for the diseases, including 

HIV, asthma, and lipid disorders.  CMS will also require that decisions of the 

Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committees be binding on the plans.  The AMA is 

continuing to press CMS on our remaining concerns, including the lack of a 

mechanism for practicing physicians to provide input into or otherwise oversee the 

actions of the P&T Committees, the potential hassle factor associated with 

exceptions process, and the failure to rely on peer-reviewed medical literature to 

determine acceptable off-label uses.

RES 917-I-04
Repeal of Medicare’s Sustainable 
Resolution 910 Adopted in Lieu of 
See Resolution 910-I-04.

Growth Rate Reimbursement 
Resolutions 913 and 917

Formula
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RES 918-I-04
Cost of Providing Uncompensated 
Referred for Report Back at A-05
Report 8 of the Council on Medical Service on this subject appears in the Delegates 

Care
Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee A).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in CMS Report 8 Adopted, Remainder of 

Report Filed

RES 919-I-04
Health Care for the Victims of the 
Resolve 1: Referred
Report 9 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates Handbook

Postal Anthrax Attack of 2001
Resolve 2: Not Adopted
 for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Reference Committee B).

HOD Action:  Recommendations in Board of Trustees Report 9 Adopted, 

Remainder of Report Filed

RES 920-I-04
US Medical Liability Crisis and the 
Referred
A Council on Medical Education Report on this subject will be considered by the 

Impact on Clinical Medical 
House of Delegates at the 2005 Interim Meeting.

Education

Report 2 of the Council on Medical Education on this subject appears in the 

Delegates Handbook for the 2005 Interim Meeting (Reference Committee L).

RES 921-I-04
Tort Reform
Substitute Resolution 921 Adopted 
Report 17 of the Board of Trustees on this subject appears in the Delegates 

as Amended
Handbook for the 2005 Annual Meeting (Informational).

HOD Action:  Filed

RES 922-I-04
Confidentiality of Peer Review 
Substitute Resolution 922 Adopted
At its January and March 2005 meetings, the Council on Legislation developed draft

Process
 federal legislation that would accomplish the directive of Substitute Resolution 922 

and embody all three AMA policies to prohibit discovery of records, information, 

and documents obtained during the course of professional review proceedings.  In 

consideration of the recently adopted amendment to the Florida Constitution 

providing patients the right to access records relating to any adverse medical 

incident, the Council asked AMA staff to discuss this matter with the General 

Counsel of Florida Medical Association (FMA).  The FMA General Counsel is of the

 opinion that the draft federal legislation would, if enacted, preempt Florida’s 

constitutional amendment and not allow access to peer review records.  The only 

concern raised related to the disclosure of records to a physician.  The Council 

discussed the potential unintended consequences of disclosure of peer review 

records to physicians for purposes other than defending a medical staff dispute.  

The draft legislation therefore includes language to narrow the exception for 

disclosure to physicians to the defense of medical staff disputes.  The Board of 

Trustees adopted the draft federal legislation at its April 2005 meeting.

RES 923-I-04
Scope of Practice Participants in 
Adopted as Amended
ARC staff have contacted all state and national medical societies, alerting these 

Health Plans
organizations that staff is available to assist in the opposition of legislative mandates 

that may lead to inappropriate scope expansions.  ARC staff continue to develop the 

Scope of Practice Partnership as a vehicle to protect the public from potential scope

 expansions that threaten public welfare.
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