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(James D. Helsley, MD, Chair)

Whereas, The privacy and confidentiality of medical students are sometimes not respected (by instructors and fellow students) in the context of physical diagnosis classes, both in cases where a student is used as an example of abnormal findings without the student’s meaningful and non-coerced consent, and where a student’s new diagnosis is disseminated to third parties (outside the physical diagnosis class) without the student’s consent or intent to benefit the student; and

Whereas, Students may know that they have abnormal physical findings that would likely be detected during a physical examination; and

Whereas, New abnormal physical findings may be detected and diagnoses made on medical students during their physical diagnosis classes; and

Whereas, Our American Medical Association currently has no policy regarding the privacy and confidentiality of medical students in physical diagnosis classes; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That our American Medical Association support the protection of medical student privacy and confidentiality in the context of physical diagnosis classes by adopting the following principles:

1. Students should be free to decide whether or not to participate as patient models in physical diagnosis classes, with no penalty for refusal to participate as patient models for any reason.

2. If abnormal physical findings are found on a student during a physical diagnosis class, the student should not be used as a model of abnormal findings without his or her explicit, meaningful, and non-coerced consent.

3. No information regarding abnormal physical findings encountered on a medical student during a physical diagnosis class should be transmitted to any third party (by instructors or fellow students) without the student’s explicit, meaningful, and non-coerced consent.

Fiscal Note:  No Significant Fiscal Impact
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