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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES

Resolution:  408

(A-05)

Introduced by:
Wisconsin Delegation

Subject:
Eliminate Underage Alcohol Consumption

Referred to:
Reference Committee D


(Sally J. Trippel, MD, Chair)

Whereas, Approximately 11 million American youth under the age of 21 drink alcohol and seven million of them are binge drinkers; and
Whereas, Underage drinking is a factor in nearly half of all teen automobile crashes which is the leading cause of death among teenagers, and linked to two-thirds of all sexual assaults and date rapes; and
Whereas, Alcohol consumption contributes to youth suicides, homicides and fatal injuries; and
Whereas, On average, a child takes their first drink before age 12 and youth who use alcohol before age 15 are four times more likely to become alcoholics than adults whose first drink is at the legal age of 21; and
Whereas, The brain goes through dynamic change during adolescence, and alcohol can seriously damage long- and short-term growth and cognitive and intellectual and social development processes; and
Whereas, Our American Medical Association and the AMA Alliance, collaborating with the AMA Office of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse, have created an Action Team on Alcohol and Health: An Initiative to Eliminate Underage Drinking, with the intent of involving practicing physicians from around the nation; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That our American Medical Association actively oppose underage drinking by working toward a comprehensive community-based environmental approach that includes local and state policies and medical services (Directive to Take Action); and be it further
RESOLVED, That our AMA support public health/environmental policies to curtail underage and high-risk drinking, including banning underage young people from entry into bars, increasing alcohol excise taxes, reducing or eliminating drink specials, reducing/controlling alcohol outlet density and requiring keg registration, and mandating server and seller training and enforcement. (New HOD Policy)
Fiscal Note: Staff cost estimated at less than $500 to implement.
Received: 5/5/05
RELEVANT AMA POLICIES

H-30.989 Nationwide Legal Drinking Age of 21 Years

The AMA (1) encourages each state medical society to seek and support legislation to raise the minimum legal drinking age to 21; and (2) urges all physicians to educate their patients about the dangers of alcohol abuse and operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol. (Sub. Res. 95, A-83; Reaffirmed: CLRPD Rep. I-93-1)

H-30.959 Mandatory Loss of Driver's License for Drivers Under Age 21 with Any Blood Alcohol Level

Our AMA: (1) supports the development of model legislation which would provide for school education programs to teach adolescents about the dangers of drinking and driving and which would mandate the following penalties when a driver under age 21 drives with any blood alcohol level (except for minimal blood alcohol levels, such as less than .02 percent, only from medications or religious practices): (a) for the first offense - mandatory revocation of the driver's license for one year and (b) for the second offense - mandatory revocation of the driver's license for two years or until age 21, whichever is greater; (2) urges state medical associations to seek enactment of the legislation in their legislatures; and (3) encourages state medical associations to participate in educational activities related to eliminating alcohol use by adolescents. (BOT Rep. T, A-91; Reaffirmed: Sunset Report, I-01)

H-170.970 Teenage Drinking and Driving

The AMA supports and encourages programs in elementary, middle, and secondary schools, which provide information on the dangers of driving while under the influence of alcohol, and which emphasize that teenagers who drive should drink no alcoholic beverages whatsoever; and will work with private and civic groups such as Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) to achieve the goals and intent of this resolution. (Sub. Res. 407, A-95)

D-60.989 Effects of Alcohol on the Brains of Underage Drinkers

Our AMA will consult with relevant specialty societies (whose members provide care for adolescents and young adults) in order to create a higher level of awareness about the harmful consequences of underage drinking, and seek to work collaboratively to address the underage drinking problem (CSA Rep. 11, A-03)

H-30.940 AMA Policy Consolidation: Labeling Advertising, and Promotion of Alcoholic Beverages

(1.) (a) Supports accurate and appropriate labeling disclosing the alcohol content of all beverages, including so-called "nonalcoholic" beer and other substances as well, including over-the-counter and prescription medications, with removal of "nonalcoholic" from the label of any substance containing any alcohol; (b) supports efforts to educate the public and consumers about the alcohol content of so-called "nonalcoholic" beverages and other substances, including medications, especially as related to consumption by minors; (c) urges the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco Firearms and Explosives (ATF) and other appropriate federal regulatory agencies to continue to reject proposals by the alcoholic beverage industry for authorization to place beneficial health claims for its products on container labels; and (d) urges the development of federal legislation to require nutritional labels on alcoholic beverages in accordance with the Nutritional Labeling and Educational Act.  (2.) (a) Expresses its strong disapproval of any consumption of "nonalcoholic beer" by persons under 21 years of age, which creates an image of drinking alcoholic beverages and thereby may encourage the illegal underaged use of alcohol; (b) recommends that health education labels be used on all alcoholic beverage containers and in all alcoholic beverage advertising (with the messages focusing on the hazards of alcohol consumption by specific population groups especially at risk, such as pregnant women, as well as the dangers of irresponsible use to all sectors of the populace); and (c) recommends that the alcohol beverage industry be encouraged to accurately label all product containers as to ingredients, preservatives, and ethanol content (by percent, rather than by proof).  (3.) Actively supports and will work for a total statutory prohibition of advertising of all alcoholic beverages except for inside retail or wholesale outlets. Pursuant to that goal, our AMA (a) supports continued research, educational, and promotional activities dealing with issues of alcohol advertising and health education to provide more definitive evidence on whether, and in what manner, advertising contributes to alcohol abuse; (b) opposes the use of the radio and television to promote drinking; (c) will work with state and local medical societies to support the elimination of advertising of alcoholic beverages from all mass transit systems; (d) urges college and university authorities to bar alcoholic beverage companies from sponsoring athletic events, music concerts, cultural events, and parties on school campuses, and from advertising their products or their logo in school publications; and (e) urges its constituent state associations to support state legislation to bar the promotion of alcoholic beverage consumption on school campuses and in advertising in school publications.  (4.) (a) Urges producers and distributors of alcoholic beverages to discontinue advertising directed toward youth, such as promotions on high school and college campuses; (b) urges advertisers and broadcasters to cooperate in eliminating television program content that depicts the irresponsible use of alcohol without showing its adverse consequences (examples of such use include driving after drinking, drinking while pregnant, or drinking to enhance performance or win social acceptance); (c) supports continued warnings against the irresponsible use of alcohol and challenges the liquor, beer, and wine trade groups to include in their advertising specific warnings against driving after drinking; and (d) commends those automobile and alcoholic beverage companies that have advertised against driving while under the influence of alcohol. (CSA Rep. 1, A-04)






