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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES

Resolution:  10

(A-05)

Introduced by:
Section on Medical Schools

Subject:
Opposing Cooperation of Physicians and Health Professionals in Torture

Referred to:
Reference Committee on Amendments to Constitution and Bylaws


(Art L. Klawitter, MD, Chair)

Whereas, Physicians and other medical personnel serving in non-combat roles are bound by international law to treat wounded combatants from all sides, to care for injured civilians, and are required to care for enemy prisoners and to report any evidence of abuse of detainees; and
Whereas, The Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, US Army regulations, and the War Crimes Act require all military personnel not to engage in and to report acts of abuse or torture; and

Whereas, The Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War requires military medical personnel to provide prisoners monthly health inspections, a system to request medical assistance, and proper medical treatment; and
Whereas, The World Medical Association states that physicians should not participate in or facilitate torture or other forms of cruel, inhuman and degrading procedures of prisoners or detainees in any situations; and
Whereas, American Medical Association policy states that “Torture refers to the deliberate, systematic or wanton administration of cruel, inhumane and degrading treatments or punishments during imprisonment or detainment.  Physicians must oppose and must not participate in torture for any reason....Physicians should help provide support for victims of torture and, whenever possible, strive to change situation in which torture is practiced or the potential for torture is great”; and

Whereas, It has been reported since the spring of 2004 that the US military medical system in Guantanamo Bay, Afghanistan and Iraq failed to protect detainees’ rights to medical treatment, failed to promptly report injuries or deaths caused by beatings, failed to report acts of psychological and sexual degradation, and sometimes collaborated with abusive interrogators and guards; therefore be it
RESOLVED, That our American Medical Association condemn any participation in, cooperation with, or failure to report by physicians and other health professionals the mental or physical abuse, sexual degradation, or torture of prisoners or detainees (New HOD Policy); and be it further
RESOLVED, That our AMA support the rights of physicians and health professionals to be protected from retribution for refusing to participate or cooperate in abuse or torture in military settings (New HOD Policy); and be it further
RESOLVED, That our AMA urge schools and programs responsible for the education of physicians and health professionals to include training in ethical conduct and internationally recognized codes of professional behavior. (Directive To Take Action)
Fiscal Note: Communicate with medical students and residency programs at estimated staff cost of $1,000.
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RELEVANT AMA POLICY
E-2.067 Torture

Torture refers to the deliberate, systematic, or wanton administration of cruel, inhumane, and degrading treatments or punishments during imprisonment or detainment.  Physicians must oppose and must not participate in torture for any reason. Participation in torture includes, but is not limited to, providing or withholding any services, substances, or knowledge to facilitate the practice of torture. Physicians must not be present when torture is used or threatened.  Physicians may treat prisoners or detainees if doing so is in their best interest, but physicians should not treat individuals to verify their health so that torture can begin or continue. Physicians who treat torture victims should not be persecuted. Physicians should help provide support for victims of torture and, whenever possible, strive to change situations in which torture is practiced or the potential for torture is great. (I, III) Issued December 1999.
H-65.997 Human Rights

Our AMA endorses the World Medical Association's Declaration of Tokyo which are guidelines for medical doctors concerning torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in relation to detention and imprisonment. (BOT Rep. M, I-78; Reaffirmed: CLRPD Rep. C, A-89; Reaffirmed: Sunset Report, A-00; Reaffirmed: Sub. Res. 12, A-04)

H-65.991 Persecution of Physicians for Political Reasons and Participation by Doctors in Violations of Human Rights

The AMA (1) reiterates its endorsement of the 1975 World Medical Association Declaration of Tokyo which provides guidelines for physicians in cases of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in relation to detention and imprisonment; (2) opposes participation by physicians in the torture or inhuman treatment or punishment of individuals in relation to detention and imprisonment; and (3) expresses its sympathy to those physicians who have been subject to imprisonment or torture because of their humanitarian efforts to improve the health of their patients. (Res. 91, A-86; Reaffirmed: Sunset Report, I-96; Reaffirmed: Sub. Res. 12, A-04)

H-65.981 Human Rights and Health Professionals

The AMA opposes torture in any country for any reason; urges appropriate support for victims of torture; condemns the persecution of physicians and other health care personnel who treat torture victims. (Sub. Res. 615, A-97; Reaffirmed: Sub. Res. 12, A-04)







