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File application with the 
U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office

Examination process 
by PTO

Patent 
issued

Re-examination 
by PTO

Third-party challenge 
to patent’s validity

Federal District Courts/U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences

Patent rejected/
applicant appeals

Patent rejected/
applicant appeals

Patent 
approved

Infringement claim 

against others

Got an idea?

You’ve been mulling a
problem for awhile.
There’s got to be a tool
or device that would
make your life so much
easier. Then inspira-
tion strikes. But before
you even start looking
into research and de-
velopment, you want to
protect your idea.
Here’s what you do:

SOURCE: U.S. PATENT AND
TRADEMARK OFFICE

ILLUSTRATION BY JOEL HOLLAND


