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MEASURING THE IMPACT
The Pap smear is credited with significantly decreasing the death rate from cervical cancer. Mortality rates for this disease alone are not available
for all years, but the combined rates for this carcinoma along with uterine cancer went down by 82% from 1931 to 2004. 
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1945: American Cancer Society promotes the test as part of its campaign, “Every Doctor’s Office a Cancer Detection Center”

1941: Dr. George
N. Papanicolaou
and Herbert F.
Traut, MD, publish
“Diagnostic value
of vaginal smears
in carcinoma of the
uterus” in the
American Journal 
of Obstetrics and
Gynecology

1954: Dr. Papanicolaou publishes his extensive treatise, The Atlas of Exfoliative Cytology,
which specifies the criteria for cancer.

1962: Dr. Papanicolaou dies.

2000: Food and Drug Administration
approves HPV DNA test.


