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About 2.4 million more people were uninsured at the time 
of the CDC interview in 2006 than in 2005.

The number of people who went uninsured 
for more than a year jumped 4.6 million in five years.

The 54.5 million people in 2006 who lacked insurance 
for at least part of the previous year represent 
18.6% of the population.

Number of uninsured growing

QUICKVIEW

No matter which time period is used as the basis for calculations, the
number of uninsured Americans increased last year, according to new
survey results from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The
agency measured the lack of insurance three ways. The figures are ex-
trapolated from interviews with 75,456 people as part of the National
Health Interview Survey, which is conducted continuously throughout
the year. The findings, in pdf, can be found online (http://www.cdc.gov/
nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/insur200706.pdf).

THE THREE MEASURES ARE NOT MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE, AND A GIVEN INDIVIDUAL COULD BE COUNTED IN
MORE THAN ONE MEASURE.
SOURCE: CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, “HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE: EARLY
RELEASE OF ESTIMATES FROM THE NATIONAL HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEY,” JUNE


