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In July 2005 and June 2006, the American
Medical Association (AMA), in partnership with
the American Public Health Association
(APHA), convened multidisciplinary summit
meetings involving a unique partnership of medi-
cine, dentistry, nursing, hospital, emergency med-
ical services (EMS) and public health leaders to
assess health system preparedness against terror-
ism and other potential mass casualty events.  
Organizational leaders explored critical factors
that impede effective integration of public health
and health care systems in a disaster, and devel-
oped recommendations to enhance health system
capacity to more effectively prepare for, respond
to and recover from such events.

For more information or to obtain a copy of the 
full report “Improving health system preparedness 
for terrorism and mass casualty events,” with the
“pledge of commitment,” please contact:

Jim Lyznicki, MS, MPH
Center for Public Health Preparedness and
Disaster Response
American Medical Association
515 N. State St., Chicago, IL 60610
(312) 464-4520; fax: (312) 464-5841 
jim.lyznicki@ama-assn.org

The report is also available on the Internet at:
www.ama-assn.org/go/disasterpreparedness
This project was supported by Cooperative
Agreement No. U38/CCU624161-01-3107 from
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

“A call for action from medicine, dentistry, nursing, 
emergency medical services, hospital systems and public

health to strengthen individual and community 
preparedness, response and resilience to terrorism 

and other catastrophic events …”



Improving health system preparedness for terrorism
and mass casualty events

A commitment from medicine, dentistry, nursing, emergency 
medical services, hospital systems and public health

We in the health professions pledge to make health system preparedness one of our
highest priorities. As scientists, public servants and humanitarians, we will incorporate
everything possible into our professional and advocacy efforts to strengthen 
individual and community preparedness, response and resilience to terrorism and 
other catastrophic events. To support this effort, we resolve to:

• Provide leadership in national, state and local disaster planning and response efforts.

• Put disaster preparedness into practice.

• Educate ourselves and others about disaster preparedness and response.

• Advocate for solutions based on sound science.
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