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Join today for four years and receive Netter’s Anatomy Flash Cards,  
second edition, with STUDENT CONSULT online access, free!

Join the AMA today! 
AMA members have a clear advantage.

FREE 
with multiyear  
membership!

Already have Netter’s Anatomy Flash Cards, second edition? 
Choose from these two options: 

•  Netter’s Anatomy Flash Cards  
for iPhone™ & iPod Touch® 

•   A pair of AMA scrub pantsor

Contact your membership liaison FA14:09-0364:pdf:6/09:dg



Frequently asked questions  

Q: What is the AMA?
A: The American Medical Association (AMA) is a 
not-for-profit organization with more than 236,000 
medical student, resident, fellow and physician members 
representing all states and specialties. The AMA 
Medical Student Section (MSS) is the nation’s largest 
medical student organization and represents students 
from all accredited medical schools across the country 
on issues that affect medical education, accreditation, 
medical students and public health.

Q: Why should I join the AMA?
A: The AMA is the only organization that represents 
all physicians and medical students on issues affecting 
medicine at every stage in your career and on a national 
level. Your membership in the AMA helps to ensure 
that students have a voice in Washington. In addition, 
through involvement with your local medical school 
AMA chapter you can influence your community 
through the AMA-MSS National Service Project and 
other public service endeavors. There is also ample 
opportunity to develop as a leader through local, regional 
and national leadership positions.

Q: What’s the difference between AMA and 
AMSA? Why should I join the AMA if I already 
joined AMSA? 
A: Both the AMA and the American Medical 
Student Association (AMSA) advocate for students 
nationally. However, here’s the important difference: 
Unlike AMSA, which is composed solely of medical 
students and was once part of the AMA, the AMA is 
the only organization that represents all physicians at 
every stage in their career. You can join the AMA as a 
medical student and maintain your membership through 
residency, fellowship and as a practicing physician. 

With a large pool of resources from which to draw, the 
AMA has a hand in every aspect of medicine, and its 
stance on various issues is determined by its members. 
Through member seats and involvement, the AMA’s 
voice is heard through the Licensing Committee on 
Medical Education (LCME), the National Board of 
Medical Examiners (NBME) and the AMA’s own 
political action committee (PAC), which is one of the 
top PACs on Capitol Hill. 

Through the work of its Ethics Group—the Ethics 
Institute, the Ethics Resource Center and the Council 
on Ethical and Judicial Affairs—the AMA provides 
ethical guidance for all physicians, regardless of specialty 
or location. The Ethics Group is in essence the national 
specialty society for ethics in medicine. The Ethics 
Group—and especially the Council on Ethical and 
Judicial Affairs—is most effective when it can point 
to a constituency passionate about ethical issues in 
medicine. By joining the AMA, you can help support 
this important work.

Q: Why is AMA policy on relationships between 
medicine and the pharmaceutical and 
device industries less stringent than AMSA’s 
“PharmFree” campaign?
A: The AMA’s Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs 
was one of the first bodies to address these relationships.  
The Council’s policy (Opinion E-8.061), “Gifts to 
Physicians from Industry” first appeared in the AMA’s 
Code of Medical Ethics in 1991. The Council continues  
to work on these issues as it updates ethics policy and  
the Code.

Q: What does the AMA do for me as  
a medical student? 
A: As a medical student, you have so much to gain from 
the AMA. The AMA believes strongly in investing in 
its youngest members. After all, you are the future of 
medicine, and it’s your passion and enthusiasm that will 
make a difference. 

Participation in all national AMA events is free to 
student members, and you receive complimentary 
subscriptions to a number of AMA publications, most 
notably the Journal of the American Medical Association 
(JAMA). In addition, as a student in the AMA, you 
have a voice that physicians and leadership want to 
hear and that helps shape our agenda. The AMA’s 
positions on the NBME and LCME and its own Council 
on Medical Education work primarily in the interest of 
medical student education, helping set the standards 
for every medical program—standards that you, as a 
member, have the power to shape and change. 

(Continued on next page)



Q: What does the AMA do on campus?
A: Through involvement with your medical school 
AMA chapter, membership in the AMA allows you 
to influence your local community through a related 
National Service Project and/or community service 
outreach initiatives. Again, there is ample opportunity to 
develop as a leader through local, regional and national 
leadership positions.

Q: How does the AMA differ from the state/
county medical society?
A: Both the AMA and your state/county society 
represent medical students and physicians on issues 
affecting medicine. However, only the AMA represents 
physicians on a national level. Your membership in 
the AMA helps to ensure that our voice is heard 
in Washington and that national medical issues are 
adequately represented.

Q: How much does AMA membership cost 
medical students?
A: A four-year membership is $68, and you receive 
a choice of incentive. You can also join for one-, 
two- or three-year memberships at $20, $38 and $54, 
respectively.

Q: When does my membership begin?
A: Your membership begins as soon as the AMA 
processes your application. The amount of time it takes 
to process your membership depends on when the AMA 
receives your application from your chapter recruiter or 
the state or county medical society if these associations 
handle the applications.

Q: When will I start getting JAMA?
A: You can access JAMA, American Medical News and 
Archives specialty journals online immediately following 
your membership processing. Call the AMA Service 
Center for updates: (800) 262-3211.

Q: I haven’t yet received my AMA benefits, 
membership card, etc.
A: If you haven’t yet received your AMA member 
benefits, it’s because your membership processing has 
been delayed for one of the following reasons:

n	 Your check or credit card payment was not valid.

n	 The AMA has an incorrect address for you.

If you think either of these is the case, or if you have 
other questions regarding membership, contact AMA 
Member Relations or call (800) 262-3211. 

Q: How do I join?

A: �1. Visit www.ama-assn.org/go/joinstudent and sign up 
online.

     2. �Contact your chapter liaison and/or complete a 
paper application during the orientation. 

     3. Or call the AMA service center at (800) 262-3211. 

mailto:msc@ama-assn.org
mailto:msc@ama-assn.org


Tackling negative perceptions   

As an MSSOP recruiter, you have the opportunity to turn 
negative perceptions into positive teaching moments. 
Here are a few examples.

I don’t like politics.

Many students, especially those just beginning their 
training, express this feeling or concern. Here’s how you 
can turn the conversation toward the positive:

n	 Remember, at this early stage, most medical students 
don’t know much about how the AMA is fighting to 
protect and positively shape both their professional 
development and the future of medicine—and 
health care overall. From medical education to 
resident work hour reform to helping doctors help 
patients, the AMA is involved in improving every 
aspect of a physician’s career. 

n	 One cannot stress enough that the practice of 
medicine and the art of healing should always 
remain beyond the scope of politics. Protecting 
the patient-physician relationship and working so 
that all patients have access to health care are, and 
will always be, a fundamental part of the AMA’s 
philosophy. 

n	 In a world where health care resources are under 
relentless pressure, politics does play a role in 
their development and allocation. That’s why as 
the nation’s most effective physician advocacy 
organization, the AMA takes its responsibility very 
seriously. As the only national group that unites 
every state and medical specialty, the AMA is fully 
engaged in addressing the most pressing professional 
and public health issues of our time. From the 
nation’s capitol to the grassroots level, the AMA is 
focused on forging a unified front that gives every 
physician a powerful voice as we work together for 
meaningful change.

I don’t have time—I don’t do extracurricular 
activities. 
As an AMA member you have the option to be as active 
or passive as fits your needs. The AMA will work toward 
your interests even if you choose not to take an active 
role, but should you decide to voice your opinion, it will 

be heard. The AMA is more than just an “extracurricular 
activity.” Most extracurricular activities do not extend 
beyond your medical school, or your time in medical 
school, but AMA membership extends through your 
training into practice and even through retirement. By 
remaining an AMA member you guarantee that you 
have a voice in an organization that is working for you 
regardless of how active a role you decide to take. 

I’ll join when I’m a doctor. 
The benefits of joining while you are a student arguably 
outweigh the benefits of waiting to join until you 
become a doctor. The AMA can help you network with 
physicians, provide scholarships to its student members 
and teach you about the ever-changing health care 
climate in America. The impact of Medicare/Medicaid, 
the various proposed solutions to the expanding health 
care disparity in America, and medical liability reform 
are rarely taught as a part of the medical education 
curriculum, and as a physician you often will be forced 
to learn more slowly. The AMA offers you not only the 
opportunity to learn about these and many more aspects 
of health care but also the chance to voice your opinion 
now, as a student, before you even finish your MD.

The AMA is pretentious.
n	 The AMA is such a large organization that it might 

not seem very down-to-earth. Although it appears 
to some to be bigger than life, it’s really not—it’s 
actually very accessible to students who want to  
get involved. 

n	 In fact, the AMA is made up of individuals who 
want to make a difference. It’s full of hardworking 
students, residents and physicians in all stages of 
their careers who want more than anything to do 
what’s right for patients and for the profession  
of medicine. 

n	 AMA members are working together to shape 
the future of medicine at every level—in medical 
schools, in physician practices, in communities and 
in Congress. 

n	 Visit www.ama-assn.org to explore the many ways  
to get involved in the AMA and to learn about  
how the AMA can help during medical school  
and beyond. 

(Continued on next page)

http://www.ama-assn.org


The AMA only cares about reimbursement and 
financial issues.
n	 Not true. As proof, we encourage everyone to review 

the AMA Agenda. This agenda, which explains 
and guides all of the AMA’s most important efforts, 
addresses issues that concern our members, such as 
expanding coverage for the uninsured, improving 
patient safety, and combating racial and ethnic 
health disparities. 

n	 To improve the overall environment in which 
medicine is practiced and health care is delivered, 
the AMA is committed to finding comprehensive 
solutions that take into account the many social, 
financial and ethical considerations facing medical 
students, residents and physicians today.

The AMA is republican and AMSA is democratic.
n	 The AMA is neither republican nor democratic— 

it’s nonpartisan and, for the record, more progressive 
than many people realize. 

n	 While there are definitely differences between the 
AMA and AMSA (AMA integrates the efforts of 
students and physicians, while AMSA is students 
only), the two groups agree on many big issues, such 
as expanding coverage for the uninsured, resident 
work hours and medical school debt relief. 

n	 Our members hail from all parties and work together 
to overcome challenges locally and federally. The 
best part? The AMA’s impressive track record for 
making important change happen in the medical 
and public health arenas is unmatched. 

							     
The AMA is too conservative and not sensitive 
to diversity issues.

n	 The AMA is not the stuffy, conservative organization 
that some believe it to be. Recently, we completely 
overhauled the AMA’s brand identity. Why? To 
accurately reflect that the nation’s most influential 
voice for medicine has not only undergone significant 
changes, but that its commitment extends to all 
physicians. 

n	 By adopting the powerful “Together we are stronger” 
call to action, the AMA actively invites all medical 
students and physicians to participate in protecting 
and advancing the interests of physicians and 
patients nationwide.

n	 The AMA’s commitment to recognizing and 
providing timely information and representation 
to an increasingly diverse membership is paying 
off. With four professional life-cycle sections 
(e.g., medical students, senior physicians) and 
seven special interest group sections (e.g., the 
Women Physicians Congress, the Minority Affairs 
Consortium), we’re doing a better job each day 
of addressing the incredible variety of needs and 
interests that our members have. Just one example  
of this success is the AMA International Medical 
Graduates Section, which today has more than 
35,000 members representing dozens of countries  
and cultures. 

I’ve heard the AMA sells physician prescribing 
data to pharmaceutical companies?
n    �Unfortunately, there is a good deal of misinformation 

floating around about AMA policy on this issue. 
Most notably, many people, even some physicians, 
wrongly believe that the AMA collects and sells 
physician prescribing data to pharmaceutical 
companies. (This info is even found in the Wikipedia 
entry for the AMA!) 

n    �To set the record straight, the AMA does not 
collect, sell or have access to physician prescribing 
data (refer to a message from the AMA for more 
information). However, health information 
organizations (HIOs) do match the AMA’s 
Physician Masterfile to prescribing data from other 
sources, such as pharmacies, and then license the 
combination of prescribing data and the AMA 
Physician Masterfile to pharmaceutical companies. 

n    �Similar to federal government’s Do-Not-Call 
Registry, the AMA’s Physician Data Restriction 
Program (PDRP) enables physicians to restrict the 
use of their Masterfile record by HIOs that release 
prescribing data to pharmaceutical representatives. 
You can also review a detailed overview of the 
PDRP, the AMA Do Not Release policy and how 
physicians and medical students can opt-out or 
restrict the release of their information.

http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/legislation-advocacy/our-advocacy-work/2009-national-health-care-policy-agenda.shtml
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/432/dblprivacy2006.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/go/pdrp


The AMA member advantage

Your AMA membership includes: How this benefits you: Discounted  
for members:

Complimentary  
for members:

Free Netter’s Anatomy Flash Cards 
or Netter’s Anatomy Flash Cards for 
iPhone™ & iPod Touch®

Pass anatomy with flying colors using these relevant study 
aides (a $40 value). X (four-year 

members only)

JAMA subscription Stay up to date on issues and trends in medicine, health 
care and public health (valued at $165 per year). X

FREIDA® Online Research residency programs with FREIDA Online, a 
database comprising more than 8,600 graduate medical 
education programs.

X

Archives specialty journals  
(free online access, discounted  
print subscriptions)

Enhance your knowledge as it relates to your specialty 
(valued at up to $180 per journal). X

“Succeeding from medical school  
to practice” online guide

Access valuable information and streaming video to help 
you confront the nonclinical demands of training and 
today’s practice environment.

X

Discounts on AMA books  
and products

Save up to 25 percent on the books you need, such as 
the First Aid for the USMLE series. X

Hertz car rental discounts Enjoy low Web rates and complimentary enrollment in 
Hertz #1 Club Gold. Hertz privileges start at age 21! X

Physicians-in-Training Host Program Find free lodging through this program, which provides 
housing opportunities for fourth-year medical students  
as they interview for residency.

X

Access to AMA Morning Rounds Stay in the know with this weekday e-briefing of news  
and studies that affect members of the medical profession 
and their patients.

X

Scholarships and grants Take part in community activities with support from the 
AMA Medical Student Section (MSS) and cover some of 
your education bills with help from the AMA Foundation. 

X

A nationwide network of colleagues Connect with your peers locally and across the country 
through the AMA-MSS, a group just for AMA members. X

Internship opportunities Supplement your training and take advantage of a variety 
of internship and fellowship opportunities such as the 
AMA/Discovery Health Elective, through which you help 
develop a medical education program that airs on  
Discovery Health.

X

Powerful advocacy The AMA protects your interests now and when you 
become a physician by representing you on monumental 
topics such as medical education debt relief and access 
to care for the uninsured. Join us for lobby day each  
winter in Washington, D.C.

X

To begin enjoying the AMA membership advantage today,  
visit www.ama-assn.org or call (800) 262-3211!

FA14:09-0364:pdf:6/09:dg

Why should I be a  
member of the AMA?



Join the AMA today!

Membership recruiter

Please send application to:
American Medical Association
Attn: Remittance Control
515 N. State St., 12th Floor
Chicago, IL 60654

Save when you choose  
a multiyear option*

Multiyear  
discount rate

Actual 
rate

4-year membership, 2010–2013 $68 $80

3-year membership, 2010–2012 $54 $60

2-year membership, 2010–2011 $38 $40

1-year membership, 2010 — $20

FA14:09-0364:pdf:09/09:dg

Free
with multiyear 
membership!

Applying for AMA membership: Membership is contingent upon the American 
Medical Association’s (AMA) acceptance of the membership application. The 
endorsement, deposit or negotiation of an applicant’s check does not guarantee 
admission into or acceptance of membership by the AMA. Checks received will 
routinely be deposited without a determination of the propriety of the payment  
or the applicability of the amount. Applicants who are not admitted to membership  
will receive a refund from the AMA for the amount submitted.

AMA dues are not deductible as a charitable contribution for federal income tax 
purposes, but may be partially deducted as a business expense. AMA estimates that 
50% of your membership dues are allocable to lobbying activities of the AMA, and 
therefore are not deductible for income tax purposes. 

Dues-paying members are eligible for print copies of JAMA and American Medical 
News. For the 2010 membership year, the allocated costs of $33 for JAMA and $12 for 
American Medical News are included in, and not deductible from AMA membership 
dues. All members receive free online access to JAMA, American Medical News and 
the Archives journals. In addition, all members are eligible to receive AMA Morning 
Rounds.

Conditions of AMA membership and application: As part of a physician organization 
committed to strengthening the ethics of medicine, every member pledges to uphold 
the Principles of Medical Ethics as interpreted in the AMA Code of Medical Ethics, and 
to comply with the Bylaws of the American Medical Association and the Rules of the 
AMA Council of Ethical and Judicial Affairs.

•  The AMA Principles and the AMA Code of Medical Ethics may be viewed online at: 
www.ama-assn.org/go/codeofmedicalethics 

•  The AMA’s Bylaws and Rules of the Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs are 
accessible at: www.ama-assn.org/go/ceja 

Applicants and members are required to disclose to the AMA Office of General 
Counsel any violations of the Principles of Medical Ethics or illegal conduct 
Additionally, the Health Care Quality Improvement Act requires professional societies 
(such as the AMA) to report certain professional review actions, including denial of 
membership, to the National Practitioner Data Bank.

 
Medical school       

(please print)

Complete and return this application to the AMA today.

Date of application

Legal first name Middle name Legal last name

Maiden name Suffix

Preferred mailing address where you want your membership materials and JAMA subscription delivered. 

City ZIPState

Phone Medical school Graduation year

Credit card number Expiration date

Cardholder’s signature required

- -

M M Y Y

M M D D Y Y

M M D D Y Y

Birth date Gender

 q Male q Female

I am paying:  q AMA directly q Through my county medical society        q Through my state medical society
Paid by:  q Check Make check payable to “American Medical Association”  

q Credit card  Type of card: q Visa q MasterCard q American Express 

E-mail address:
If you wish to receive e-mail about AMA advocacy initiatives, news for physicians, and AMA products and services, please add or update your e-mail address.

I am applying for*: q 4 years ($68) q 3 years ($54) q 2 years ($38) q 1 year ($20) 

* If you are already an AMA member through  
Dec. 31, 2010, the membership option you  
select will begin Jan. 1, 2011, and continue  
for the duration you selected.

For membership information
Phone: (800) 262-3211
E-mail: student.membership@ama-assn.org

Application expires June 2010

Netter’s Anatomy Flash Cards, second edition,  
with Student ConSult online access— 
yours free for joining the American  
Medical Association!

oR your choice of Netter’s Anatomy Flash  
Cards for iPhone™ & iPod Touch® or a pair  
of AMA scrub pants.  



Event sign-in  
sheet

If you wish to receive e-mail about AMA advocacy 
initiatives, news for physicians, and AMA products 
and services, please add or update your e-mail 
address below.Full name

Are you a member 
of the AMA?



Copy and paste the language below or download it from the AMA-MSSOP website. 

 
Sample e-mail subject No. 1: Welcome from the AMA!

Sample e-mail subject No. 2: Stop by the AMA booth [Date]

[Date]

Dear [Name],

Congratulations on beginning your medical training here at [Medical School]! As a [Second/Third/Fourth]-
year medical student, I still vividly recall going through the challenges and transitions that all first-years must 
face. That is why I’m inviting you to join the [Medical School] student chapter of the American Medical 
Association (AMA). 

The AMA has the resources to help you today as well as throughout your career. Becoming a member in the 
AMA through our chapter gives you the chance to participate in local networking opportunities, community 
service events and educational sessions. We maintain a strong presence on campus and in the area, and try 
to hold activities that give students a chance to connect with peers and contribute to their local community. 
Below is just a small sample of the other AMA member benefits you can take advantage of throughout your 
medical school education:

Medical students can take advantage of:

• �Timely resources such as Netter’s Anatomy Flashcards, second edition, with STUDENT CONSULT online 
access, Netter’s Anatomy Flash Cards for iPhone™ & iPod Touch® or a pair of AMA-branded scrub 
pants when you sign up for a four-year membership. (Great for first-year medical students!)

• �Members-only savings on books and products (up to 25 percent off), such as First Aid for the USMLE 
series and COMLEX. (Great for second-year medical students!)

• �Stay up to date on vital health care issues with award-winning publications like American Medical News, 
JAMA, Archives journals (with free online access) and AMA Morning Rounds.

• �Advocacy at the national and grassroots levels on the most important professional and public health issues 
today—debt relief, addressing care for the uninsured and improving resident work conditions.

• �Free access to resources including FREIDA Online, the AMA’s Fellowship and Residency Electronic 
Interactive Database Access. (Great for third- and fourth-year students!)

• �Career management resources such as the “Succeeding from medical school to practice” online guide 
(www.ama-assn.org/go/succeeding), covering everything from writing a CV to negotiating a job contract. 
(Great for third- and fourth-year students!)

To learn more about the many benefits of an AMA membership and the activities you can get involved in 
here at <Medical School>, please contact me at <Recruiter e-mail> anytime.

Share your passion for medicine: Join the AMA today and start making a difference. 

Together we are stronger!

Sincerely,

[MSSOP recruiter name]

Sample “Benefits by stage” letter/ e-mail

http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/366/benefits-by-stage-letter.doc
http://www.ama-assn.org/go/succeeding

