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What factors Influenced your decision to become a physician? Father was a physician.  It was 
always assumed by many people – family, friends, etc. – that I would be a doctor.  However, I got no 
direct advice to do so.    
 
Did you have any mentors or influential people in the course of your medical training or career 
who made an impact on you?  Too numerous to list from professors to attendings.   
 
Did you experience a defining moment that made you feel you had become a physician?  Yes – 
that first night in the ER as an intern – about three weeks following graduation.   
 
As you were training to be a physician, what one piece of advice could you not have done 
without?  Listen to the patient – they’ll often tell you what’s wrong.  This was way before CT’s, MRI’s, 
extensive lab tests.    
 
What advice would you give to medical students graduating in the class of 2007?   Be sure you like 
what you’re doing.  
  
What is the most significant medical innovation you experienced in your years of practice.  
Discovery and availability of furosemide – gave more relief and saved more lives than any other single 
medication.   
 
What regrets, if any, do you have about your medical career?  I should have spent more time with my 
family.  I worked very hard getting started.  
 
Is there one patient, situation or incident that stands out above all others in your career?  An 
elderly lady told me what a wonderful doctor my father was.  She then said, “He’s gone and now his 
mantle rests on your shoulders.” 
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