The Reel World

AMA Policy: H-60.980 Child and Adolescent Suicide;H-345.984 Awareness, Diagnosis and Treatment of Depression.

Why this project is important: Suicide is the third leading cause of death among 15 to 25 year olds (American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. http://www.aacap.org/publications/factsfam/suicide.htm)

Goals of the project:

· To get high school students to be aware of depression as a serious illness by encouraging them to research it for a project.

· To reduce the stigma of depression and get communities to begin discussing it by showing the winning film in theaters across the nation.

· To increase student awareness of available resources to deal with depression through local presentations by medical students.

Local and national project ideas: 

High schools will encourage groups (of up to 4) to submit screenplays about some aspect of adolescent mental health (could also be an outline for a documentary). Each school will choose their own winner. Medical students will come to present to high school information about depression and distribute cards with numbers and website addresses to health services available to students. At these assemblies, the school's winning screenplay is announced. The screenplay is then entered into a statewide competition to be judged by the state's AMA-MSS officers or another entity to be decided on later. The winners of the statewide competition get to make a film of their screenplay. From there, the films are entered into a nationwide contest. A winning film is chosen by a committee to be decided on later by the AMA. The contest winners receive a scholarship (amount to be decided on later) and they are given a stipend (amount decided on later) to remake their film. The winning film is then to be shown in theaters in the month of May, which is National Depression Month.
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